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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and
First Lutheran are members of the Northern
Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:1,3b-5)

This has been an unusual year. And while it’s not unusual to wish for a
‘do-over’ when we’ve had a challenging time in our lives, this year just
about everyone I’ve talked to has either wanted a do-over for 2020 or just
wanted it to be done and over with. In fact, people have been so anxious
for this year to be done, that Christmas decorations and music seem to
have made an appearance even earlier than usual. But then, given the
circumstances, I can understand this desire, this need to move to
something that gives up hope and let’s us, at least for a moment, enter
into a time of light in the midst of the darkness even if that hope seems
fragile and the light small.
We long for the sights and sounds that will lift us up and truth be told,
even the simplest of songs can contain some powerful imagery for us.
One of my favorite Christmas songs is an example of this and it’s called
‘One Small Child.’ The song opens with the wordsOne small child in a land of a thousand
One small dream of a Savior tonight
One small hand reaching out to the starlight
One small city of life
For those of you who have held a newborn, you can immediately
understand the mixed perceptions. You hold in your hands something
very small and fragile; but you also hold immeasurable potential at the
same time. For many, it is a time of wild dreaming as you try to imagine
all the things this child could be. And for a world in need of a savior, the
arrival of this child was also a time of great joy, but how could
something so small, so weak; so human save us all? One small child in a
land of a thousand.
The song continues a little later one filling us with even more images as
we hearOne small light from the flame of a candle
One small light from a city of might
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One small light from the stars in the endless night
One small light from his face
John tells us in our opening text that “What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” But from what we hear
in the words of the song, the main words in this verse are one and small.
When we look at them together, one small, we almost get a picture of
insignificance, of an effort that is doomed to fail from the very
beginning. How can a single lowly child make any difference? How can
one small light compete with the vast darkness that is sin and evil in this
world? Surely the darkness would simply engulf and extinguish
something so small and alone.
If you’ve ever toured one of the local mines or been on a cave tour,
you’ve experienced the power that one small light can have. You see,
during these types of tours, your given an opportunity to experience total
darkness. And let me tell you, when your surrounded by darkness, time
seems to stand still. At the end of what seems to be an eternity, but is
usually only a minute, they bring up a small light, often at the distant end
of the cavern. Under normal circumstances, the light really isn’t that
significant, but after a very short period in total darkness it instantly
draws you to it. And when that light appears, John’s words to us ring
out—the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. A very small light in a vast darkness and the darkness was no match
for it—just as a very small and seemingly ordinary child arrived one
night to be the light for a dark world.
The song comes to a close much like it beganOne small child in a land of a thousand
One small dream in a people of might
One small hand reaching out to the starlight
One small Savior of life
Advent is a time of waiting and preparation. We wait for the arrival of
the light of Christ into our dark world and we prepare for that moment
when that small light, that spark of divine life doesn’t just arrive
apologetically asking the darkness for just a bit of room, but pushes it
back and replaces despair with hope and death with life. It truly is fitting
that we mark the time of waiting for his light with lights of our own. But
the best part of all is when we realize that for us there is really no wait at
all. The light is here and walks with us even in the darkest places.
May your time of waiting and preparation in this Advent season bring
you closer to the light of Christ and may his light
bring you hope as it shines through the darkness.
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Coins for Outreach

Each Sunday Siloa
collects the loose
change and donates it to a
designated recipient.
Bible Study at Siloa House
Join us for lively discussions about
Genesis. Watch this
space for future
announcements of
topics. Mondays @ 11 am.
Live Radio Broadcast on WUPY
101.1,
Sundays at 9am
Would you like to sponsor a
Sunday radio broadcast? If so, the
cost is $30 and you can mail your
check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you
would like to sponsor the broadcast and
indicate one of the following: In Memory of
(name), In Honor of (name), or any other
appropriate request.
If you have any
questions, please call the Siloa office at
906-884-2655.
Sponsors for this month include:
December 6—Chris LeMoine Peterson in
memory of Donald LeMoine
December 13—In memory of Uncle Pete
(Orland) and Auntie Bernice Peterson of
Kennan, WI and the great times spent on their
farm, from the Johnson kids
December 20—Sylvia Lehto in memory of Eli
Isotalo
December 24—WUPY 101.1 FM
December 27—Lori Hartzell to remember Tom
Hartzell and their 60th wedding anniversary

SILOA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Siloa’s Church
Council will meet on
Monday,
Dec. 14 at 4:15 PM
SILOA
LUTHERAN
CHURCH WOMEN
have not scheduled a
December meeting and
will not hold a Christmas
party.
Prayer Shawl Knitters
have given out 321 prayer shawls!
They will not be meeting until
further notice.
Anyone who likes to knit or wants
to learn how—both women and
men—is welcome to join us. Our
ministry is open to all, beginner or
expert.
If you know of someone who is in
need of comfort or of someone
who is, or will be, celebrating a
new life or any other wonderful
event, please contact Lori at 8842513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found
in the rear pew of church; be sure
to date your request and provide
the reason/occasion for the shawl.
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st, 3rd and 5th
Thursdays of each month in the
church basement.
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St. Paul’s & First’s
Announcements

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST .
PAUL’S IN MASS CITY
Suspended due to COVID concerns.

MALARIA NET
MINISTRY
Our Malaria Net
Fellowship is on hold for now. But
you can still make an offering toward
this very worthy cause. If you wish to
write a check, please do so to St.
Paul’s and write ‘Malaria Net’ on the
memo line. Thank you for your
support for malaria nets and maternal/
children’s health care in eastern and
coastal Tanzania. Praise God!

Help WOAS - FM 88.5
turn Green by donating used
cartridges (Inkjet & Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the
OASD office or the Ontonagon
Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup at
813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at

Our Thursday evening
Bible Study is on
break. Watch for an
announcement when
we resume , where we will
continue our reading of the
book of Romans.

ken@oasd.k12.mi.us

St. Paul’s Council
meets on Tuesday,
December 8 @ 7pm
Knitters & Crocheters
are “on hold” for now,
subject to Coronavirus
guidelines.

JOIN THE GREEN WAVE
TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
Your Sound Choice in Ontonagon
Country.
We no longer have an outlet to
recycle cell phones, but we are
working on it!

Quilters at St. Paul’s

are gathering at St. Paul’s on
Wednesdays at 10:00. If you are
interested in learning about
quilting, join the group and bring a
sack lunch.
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Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Connie Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, Daniel Claus, Sonja Niemi,
Edward Kangas, Lauren Vancura, John Kangas, Sally
Moilanen, Leona Moilanen, Ann Pihlaja, Bernice Huotari, James
Hermanson, Joan Johnson, Wendy Claus, Elida Malila, Andrew Zahn,
Sharon Johnson, Al Johnson, Tiffany LaBine, Eileen Holmstrom Koski,
Dan Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Margy Byrnes, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo,
Sharon Nies, Ellen Smith, Randy Trasti, Elain Laity, Janice Ambrose,
Sheryne Manning, Jim Ninefeldt, Caryl Miilu, Lee Johnson, Scott Olson,
Vikki James
Please Remember the Families of: Bill Anttila, Wayne Niemi, Steve
Waisanen, Ron Lukkari, Herb Johnson, Eli Isotalo, Grace Keskeny,
Denise (Carlson) Wentela Johnson, Ken Saari, Bobbie Hoover, Bill
Malila, Bob Claus, Alice Roberts, Brian Garlow, Brian Killoran, Carole
Walters, Martha Parkin, Mike Kemppainen, Tanya Flink, Nancy Bennet,
Patricia Kosey, Gerald Beck, Donna Store
In Longterm Care or Homebound
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen, Robert Store
Long-term Care-Bay City, MI: Dean Store
New Beginnings—Ontonagon: Shirley Lescelius
Canal View—Houghton County: Pauline Wesander, Esther Kieranen
Home Bound: Bertha Peterson, Max Gourneau
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Nate Hardin, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine, Jeri
Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Jared Kemppainen, Stephanie Patterson, Lane Taylor,
Matt Strauch, Troy Ceballos, Jarod Anttila, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo,
Anthony Miller, Stephanie Hirvela, Garrett Hartzell, Colton Allen,
James Negro, Bradley Myhren, Neil Bradley, Emily Bradley, Martin
Shamion, and their families.
Overseas Missions & Outreach Ministries
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania,
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org or
phone Pastor Jay or the Church office. Immediate need for
prayer can be given to our prayer chain by contacting Jim
Michie at 883-3612
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CARING CLOSET
The Ontonagon Area Schools confidentially distribute
clothing and personal care items to local youth.
Donations can be in the form of new items or a monetary gift which
helps to purchase size-specific items.
Suggested items (S, M, L Youth sizes):
Socks, undergarments, sweat pants, t-shirts (boys and girls), leggings
(girls, ladies),
Gloves, mittens, hats, winter outerwear
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, body
wash, soap, feminine hygiene products.
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HIDDEN BLESSINGS
Many of us feel somewhat “lost” as our
in-person worship has been
interrupted so many times during this
pandemic year. We may feel as
though we’re not part of a church, or
that we’re not doing what we should.
But as Pastor Jay, Bishop Finnegan,
and others have reminded us, the
church is not a building! It is the
people, the ministries that they
support, and the sense of belonging to
the Lord as well as to each other.
We continue to provide worship via the
radio each Sunday due the financial
support of many, the efforts of a few
key people, and WUPY-101. This
broadcast reaches our congregations,
but goes far beyond. People can, and
do listen from anywhere within the
radio broadcast area or anywhere they
can access the WUPY-101 livestream
through a computer.
Our Wednesday Bible Adventures and
Faith Formations group has had a
growing group of interested young
people, and now includes several from
out of state. Materials are mailed to
each student prior to each session,
and then the videos, posted on the
Northern Lights website, can be
viewed at a student’s convenience.
This ministry has spread further, too,
as the educational coordinator from St.
Paul’s in Ontonagon uses the
handouts and videos for students
there, as they have been unable to
hold in-person Church School
sessions since last spring. And an
“inquiring mind” at the post office who
asked Chris what she was doing with

all the envelopes has now involved her
entire family in learning more about
God’s word!
During 2020, there are many things
that have gone on to continue this
ministry. In addition to regular
benevolence giving, loose change
collected when we were together is
donated where it’s needed. Siloa’s
“Coins for Outreach”, for example, has
helped Blessings in a Backpack and
has bought rides for those dependent
upon OnTran for transportation. Profits
from a rummage sale help to fund local
programs as well. Actual food items fill
bins regularly and are taken to the
Blessings in a Backpack coordinators
to distribute to students so that they
can eat on weekends and during
school breaks.
People continue to make prayer
shawls and quilts. 322 prayer shawls
have been distributed by Siloa since
the inception of the program, and there
are more available for those who may
benefit from receiving one. (Call
Siloa’s office if you know of someone.)
The many quilts made by those at St.
Paul’s will not be sent overseas this
year, but they are still going to friends
at Omega House, Barbara Kettle
Gundlach shelter, and individuals in
the community who may benefit from
them.
Little Brothers/Friends of the Elderly
receives Andes mints, boxed raisins,
and juice for their Christmas baskets
and holiday meal program. Collections
of mittens, gloves, hats, or scarves for
Continued on page 12
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Monday

15

16

17

Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
North Country
Quilters in Siloa
basement

14

Church Office Hrs

10

Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
St. Paul’s 9Bible Study @
@ St..
Quilting
Siloa House 11 Noon
Paul’s 10 am
am
ADVENT SERVICE
on Facebook
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Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
North Country
Quilters in Siloa
basement

Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s 10 am
ADVENT SERVICE
on Facebook

Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9Noon
St. Paul’s Church
Council 7 PM

8

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

3

Thursday

2

Wednesday

1

Tuesday

Church Office Hrs Church Office Hrs

7

Live Radio Broadcast
From Siloa @ 9am
On WUPY 101.FM
or via internet at
WUPY101.com

Sunday

5

Saturday

18

19

12

Parish
Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org

Northern Lights Lutheran

11

4

Friday

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - December 2020

6
Worship with
Pr. Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9:00 AM
Radio broadcast
on WUPY 101.1
FM

10

27
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr. Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9:00 AM
St. Paul’s—10:30
AM
First—12:30 PM

20
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr. Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9:00 AM
St. Paul’s—10:30
AM
First—12:30 PM

28
29
Church Office
Hrs
Siloa 10am-4pm
Bible Study @
Siloa House 11
am

30

Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
St. Paul’s 9Bible Study @
Quilting @ St..
Siloa House 11 Noon
Paul’s 10 am
am
ADVENT SERVICE
on Facebook

23

25

26

WLUC: 12-1pm ET
FOX-UP: 9-10am ET

Christmas Day

FOX-UP: 7-8pm ET

31
WLUC: 4-5pm ET

Christmas Eve

In addition, the Northern Great Lakes
Synod will offer television broadcasts:

Christmas Eve radio broadcast at 9pm
on WUPY 101.1 FM

holiday worship schedule
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Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
North Country
Quilters in Siloa
basement

Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
St. Paul’s 9Quilting @ St..
Noon
Paul’s 10 am
ADVENT SERVICE
on Facebook

22

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs Church Office Hrs

21

Church Office Hrs
Worship & Holy
Communion with Siloa 10am-4pm
Pr. Jay Welshonse Bible Study @
Siloa House 11
Siloa—9:00 AM
am
St. Paul’s—10:30 Siloa Council
AM
4:15 PM
First—12:30 PM
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HIDDEN BLESSINGS, cont. from page 9

the St. Nicholas project isn’t
happening, but those items and more
are being sent to the Caring Closet, a
program at the Ontonagon Area
School which provides clothing and
personal care items for students who
need them. Care baskets are
distributed to those suffering from grief,
illnesses, hospitalizations, surgeries,
etc.

Mass City/Greenland area who were
identified by congregation members as
those who might benefit from this gift.
And numerous special financial gifts
were given to a number of local
organizations to assist them as they
navigate the additional challenges and
costs that they face in a year when the
needs are large and the resources
sometimes slim.

Because Community Meals have been
suspended since March, food that had
been purchased for these meals was
packed and delivered to families in the

The church is not a building. I am the
church. YOU are the church. WE are
the church, together!

St. Paul’s WBA Grant Received
In late September of
2020, a letter from
Northern Great Lakes
Synod Bishop the Rev.
Katherine A. Finegan
arrived with some good
news. In fact, it was more
‘great’ than just ‘good’ and
in part said: “When the
pandemic first hit,
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton mobilized ELCA
resources to set up a Covid Relief Fund to address the new financial
challenges that many ministry efforts faced. Through the generosity of
many, this fund is in its fifth disbursement. Like so many other synods, I
also requested funds as I knew that many of our congregations were in
need of technical support or resources to meet the challenge of an
increased food insecurity in their community. NGLS received $7500.
Grant applications were solicited from our congregations. We received
36 grant applications totaling $17,250, far exceeding the amount we were
at liberty to give. So I applied for another grant so that we would not
12

have to turn anyone away. And ‘Glory Hallelujah!’ we received what we
asked for.”
For some reason, the announcement of these NGLS grants arrived at St.
Paul’s mere days before the application deadline. Christine Raisanen
was in the process of formulating an online version of the now eight year
old Wednesday Bible Adventures program. After consulting with Pastor
Jay about the best way to present an online program (you may recall the
many video Lenten services he and Dianna produced in the earliest days
of the pandemic shutdown), Christine wrote up a grant to purchase the
computer, microphone, and camera needed to continue the WBA
experience. With no safe way to gather a large, multiage group at this
time, Christine has gone digital as has Pastor Jay in his Faith Formation
lessons with the older students.
The grant money arrived at the same time as the letter excerpted above.
Pastor Jay and Christine have fashioned the old Sunday School office on
the main floor into a permanent studio replete with proper lighting and a
large green screen background that allows for changeable, digital
backgrounds to be used for each recording session. At this writing, four
of the bi-weekly WBA lessons and two of the Faith Formation lessons
have been posted on the parish website (https://www.northernlightsup.org). Scrolling down the left side of the opening page, there is a
BIBLE icon under the ‘Youth Education’ section. Clicking the BIBLE
icon will take you to the WBA and FF lessons.
The recorded segments are but the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the
WBA lessons. There are many hours spent gathering and duplicating
materials that go into each lesson. Packets containing lesson
information, craft materials and instructions are mailed to each student.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) recently asked if it would
be okay for them to share St. Paul’s Lutheran’s (ELCA) online lessons
with their kids. A packet of the same materials mailed to the WBA
students is now sent to the Ontonagon St. Paul’s education coordinator so
they can be duplicated and packed for delivery to their students.
Including Pastor Jay’s grandkids in Nebraska and another young mother
in Ontonagon who asked if we could include her two children in the
mailings, the WBA / FF online distribution has certainly proven to be an
example of a ‘lemons to lemonade’ blessing.
13

*
DECEMBER
Birthdays & Anniversaries
4.

11.

Reece LaBine
Nancy Adams
David Jaris
Justin Lundberg

13.

Marcella Mannikko

14.

Carl Weisinger

We don’t want to miss
anyone, so if you know of a
birthday or anniversary not
listed, please notify the
church office. We’d like to
celebrate with you!
All Churches of the
Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish Now
Offer Online Giving

There is an excellent mode of
supporting our churches with
15. Carrie Kaarto
our offerings. We have teamed
Katherine Michie
up with tithe.ly to offer online
giving. You
16. Eino Miilu
can set up a
one-time gift or
20. Kim Roberts
set up
automatic
21. Bob & Darlene Sibilsky*
giving for the
25. David L. Saari
amount and
frequency of
30. Jack & Debbie Short*
your choice.
You can use a credit/debit card
or your checking account or
Please Let Us Know…
even choose to pay the
if you or a loved one is sick, in the processing fee so the full
hospital, homebound, or in need of amount of your offering goes to
pastoral care; do not assume that the congregation.
someone else has already told us. Just go to the Northern Lights
Also alert us when someone can Lutheran Parish homepage at
be removed from the list prayer
www.northernlights-up.org and
list. Call the Siloa or St. Paul ‘s
church office (Leave a message if there is no click on the appropriate button
answer), contact a church member or Pastor in the sidebar (<Give to
Jay, send an email, or just leave a note in the Siloa> ; <Give to St. Paul’s> or
offering plate.
<Give to First> to get started.
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From the Bishop….
"Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to
pieces, I would still plant my apple tree."
~Attributed to Martin Luther
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
Have you ever seen a new tree
planted that has two supports added?
I’m thinking of a young tree that stands
between two poles to which are
attached a tether, each pulling the tree
in the opposite direction. Not only do
these supports help guard against
windstorms, but they ensure that the
young tree grows up straight and true
between the opposing tensions of

being pulled in opposite directions.
So too, I imagine, do the opposing
pulls of the Democrat and Republican
parties do the same for our country.
Blue and red need each other; right
and left, conservative and liberal. We
need the dichotomy, the tension of
opposing forces, the disagreement, so

that we can grow, straight and true
somewhere in the middle.
I can only imagine what the tree feels
as it is being pulled in two opposite
directions, but I would guess it is
something like what our country is
feeling now. When considering the
election results, some feel relief and
even elation, others feel
disappointment and even anger.
Never before have so many voted.
Never before has the country offered
such clear and disturbing statistics for
how many are pulling in opposing
directions. We are polarized, standing
in support on opposite sides of the
tree, pulling with all we’ve got, and yet,
if one side has too much influence, the
tree will bend. There is value in having
each side pull, so that our country can
grow straight and true somewhere in
the middle. What then does this mean
for ministry?
It is curious to me how 100% of our
congregation members can agree that
Jesus Christ is Lord, but we do not
agree on what that means, how that
impacts our vote, and how we embody
that conviction in our ministry efforts.15

But then again, the church is not known is an additional tether, another added
for its level of agreement except for the tension. Don’t let that get in the way of
conviction that Jesus Christ is Lord.
you and your congregation growing
straight and true and keeping the thing,
When political convictions run deep,
the thing. Jesus Christ is Lord. And
when we feel the tension of being
pulled in opposing directions, when we more than that, Jesus Christ is your
Lord, your Lord and Savior. The rest is
are grieved by the lack of agreement
just…tension, albeit challenging,
and the swirl of emotions and the
grieving, thick, and concerning tension,
resentment towards those who are
pulling the opposing tether, I urge you but through which we grow straight and
true.
to extend some grace.
In the midst of this tension, God is at
work. As we consider our own
convictions with humility, and the
convictions of our friends and
neighbors with grace and forgiveness,
we will find our way forward, as a
country and as congregations called to
We are not going to agree as a country, serve the work of Christ.
and not even as congregation, but we
Because even if the world goes to
can agree that we are invited to
pieces, Jesus Christ is Lord and you
participate in the breaking in of the
kingdom of God. We are called to bear and I are invited, encouraged, indeed,
we are called and equipped to be his
the light of Christ. And our efforts in
presence in the world. And that, my
ministry are strengthened when we
dear friends, colleagues, and
work together towards some goal,
congregational members, is no small
some embodiment of the presence of
thing.
Christ in the world. Feed the hungry.
Clothe the naked. Comfort the afflicted. Yours in Christ,
There is blessing and life-giving growth
Bishop Katherine Finegan
as we concentrate on the nuts and
bolts of our faith.
Forgive others for not voting as you did.
Forgive others for not championing the
same convictions that you hold dear.
And turn your efforts, your attention,
your energy to push and pull the growth
toward and into the work of Christ.

Yes, there is still the pandemic which is
no small challenge. But consider that it

16

Assistant to the Bishop/DEM,
Pastor Jim Duehring
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the conviction of things not seen.”
Hebrews 11:1 (NRSV)

African Impalas are amazing
creatures; they can jump to a height
of over 10 feet and cover a distance
greater than 30 feet—all in one leap!
Yet, these fleet-footed creatures can
be kept in an enclosure with only a
simple, 3-foot high wall. Why?
Impalas, for all their extraordinary,
God-given capacities, will not jump
if they can't see where their feet will land. As people of God, do we have
more in common with these antelopes than we would care to admit? Able
to take great leaps of faith, do we refuse to do so unless we can see where
we'll land? A common phrase that I’ve been hearing lately is, “I don’t
know.” That could be the answer to a multiplicity of questions during
these pandemic times. “I don’t know whether or not we can meet in
person.” “I don’t know when we will return to normal.” “I don’t know
whether or not we will travel for Christmas.” Yet, even during these
unusual—but not totally unprecedented times—I’ve seen people take
leaps of faith even when they weren’t sure where they would land. I’ve
seen churches and people adapt and change and flex muscles of
resiliency they didn’t even know that they had. Livestreaming a worship
service! We never would have dreamed of such a thing. Having church
council members calling members of the congregation to check in on
them! We never would have thought that necessary before the pandemic.
Having outdoor worship in the parking lot or city park even when it’s 45
degrees! Setting up online giving options on our church website! We had
deemed that unnecessary for our aging congregation. People of faith have
always faced challenges. We can cower in abject fear unable to make any
17

decisions at all because we are unsure, or we can take a leap. Faith leaps
believing that it WILL land. Faith recognizes God’s presence even when
we don’t have all the answers. Martin Luther said this about faith: “Faith
is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a
person could stake their life on it a thousand times. I know not the way
God leads me, but well do I know my Guide.” P.S. The most Christ-like
“leaping” is done not out of selfishness but out of consideration for the
needs of the other.
Leaping with you in faith,
Pastor Jim Duehring
Assistant to the Bishop, DEM
Prayer for the Sojourner
O God you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only
that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Northern Great Lakes Synod
Online Classes Begin via Zoom in January 2021
The Gospel of John
Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania
Reflections on Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, While We are Apart
Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America
The Doctrine of Discovery, From Myth to Reality (a call to increase
understanding and appreciation of the heritage and culture of Native
American peoples)
Introduction to Biblical Greek II.
Visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation for more information
and to register or contact Deacon-Elect Lori Ward at (615) 519-1969
or lori.ward@nglsynod.org.
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Kids Activity Corner
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Pastor Jay Welshonse - Office: 906-883-3602 * Home: (906) 883-3450
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish Secretary: Mary Ellen Perkins
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish e-mail: nllp@jamadots.com
St. Paul’s Office Phone: (906) 883-3602 * Fax: (906) 883-3610
Siloa Lutheran Secretary: Karen Flink
Siloa Lutheran e-mail: siloa@jamadots.com
Siloa Office Phone: (906) 884-2655

NORTHERN LIGHTS LUTHERAN PARISH NEWSLETTER
Communion Every Sunday
Siloa Lutheran Church-Ontonagon-Worship Sunday -9am
Live Radio Broadcast on 101.1 FM or WUPY101.org
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-Mass City–Worship Sunday -10:30am
First Lutheran Church - Winona-Worship Sunday - 12:30 p.m.
Members of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod - ELCA

Find us on Facebook under
“Northern Lights Lutheran Parish”
or on the web at:
northernlights-up.org
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