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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and
First Lutheran are members of the Northern
Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father in heaven. Matthew 16:17
You might be thinking that this piece of Matthew’s Gospel sounds more
than a little familiar. It should; most of you heard it on Sunday just a
couple weeks ago. But something about it led me to a question that I
want to ask. Now this might seem like a strange question, but perhaps
it’s a timely one—do you ever struggle with your faith? Now I don’t
mean a high level idea of whether or not God exists, but more down in
the weeds of daily living; the place where you find yourself so filled
with questions of why, how, when, how long and so many others. The
times when we feel pulled in so many directions and it seems that it’s
only a matter of time before it all comes apart. So tell me; do you ever
struggle with your faith?
There’s no shame in saying that’s the case; it’s part of the human
condition. As we often see in Scripture, even those people who could be
said to have been the closest to God often had these struggles. Peter is a
great example of this. In our Gospel readings just prior to this one, Peter
is filled with so much faith one moment that he actually walks on water
in the midst of a storm that challenged seasoned fishermen. But in the
blink of an eye, something changes; his faith waivers and he finds
himself sinking in the very same storm that he had essentially conquered
a moment before.
And yet there Peter is, at the feet of Jesus, making the ultimate
confession of faith, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Now, at first glance, this may seem to be Peter once again showing the
strength and clarity of his faith. Except… except it’s not about anything
Peter has done. It’s not his effort; his analysis of the situation; not his
logical conclusion based on the evident at hand. Not really. “Heaven and
earth have not revealed this to you,” Jesus tells him, but rather this has
been given to him “by my Father in heaven.” Continued on next page 3

Faith, and the revelations of that faith, come from God. And only from
God. Always.
So what about those questions about our faith? Are they still relevant?
Absolutely. Asking questions like these are part of our faith lives, even if
they are an uncomfortable part. But even in those times of discomfort
and struggle, we don’t have to worry about going out and obtaining the
faith, hope, and courage that we may feel are in short supply. Because
the faith we seek, the confidence we long for, the courage we hope to
find and to share – these are gifts from God. And God loves to give such
gifts.
Which means that we can freely acknowledge the challenges, the
weariness and the stress that we are feeling. We can lament the losses
and the changes that have impacted us and even wonder how we will get
through all this and keep faith. Yet in all this, God, creator of the
heavens and the earth, the One who brings death from life and creates
from nothing; this God is still at work—sustaining us in faith, creating in
us hope, stirring us to acts of courageous generosity.
Jesus words to Peter, “Heaven and earth have not revealed this to you,”
are for us as well because all has and will be revealed, “by my Father in
heaven.”
God is still at work. Not only that, God shows up in a variety of ways to
create faith, hope, and love during these challenging, even unprecedented
times. God shows up in the notes and phone calls that have taken the
place of visits to those who would otherwise be truly alone. God shows
up in the generosity that fully funded our radio ministry for the year.
And God shows up in the love for our neighbors through all the little
things that you do for others.
God is at work. Even as we find ourselves pulled in so many directions
it’s not funny. Even as we wonder what the next day will bring. God is
with us, sustaining us in faith, equipping us to meet the needs of our
neighbor, renewing us in hope and courage, and preparing to work
through us for the sake of the world God loves so much. God is still at
work. And this we can see and have faith in; not because of what the
world tells us, but because our Father in heaven graciously shows us.
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Coins for Outreach

Each Sunday Siloa
collects the loose
change and donates it to a
designated recipient.
Bible Study at Siloa House
has resumed. Join us for
lively discussions about
Ezekiel. Watch this space
for future announcements of
topics. Mondays @ 11 am.
Live Radio Broadcast on WUPY
101.1,
Sundays at 9am
Would you like to sponsor a
Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30 and you can mail
your check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you
would like to sponsor the broadcast and
indicate one of the following: In Memory
of (name), In Honor of (name), or any
other appropriate request. If you have
any questions, please call the Siloa
office at 906-884-2655.
Sponsors for this month include:
September 6—Robert and Diane O’Connelll
in appreciation for hearing the Word of God
September 13—John and Marie Allen in
memory of Nancy Bennett
September 20—Eileen Holmstrom to the
Glory of God!
September 27—Eino and Kris Miilu to thank
Pastor Jay for his radio broadcasts.

SILOA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Siloa’s Church
Council will meet on
Monday,
Sept. 14 at 4:15 PM
SILOA
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
WOMEN
The Siloa Women’s Group
is suspended until further
notice.
Prayer Shawl Knitters
have given out 318 prayer shawls!
They will not be meeting until
further notice.
Anyone who likes to knit or wants
to learn how—both women and
men—is welcome to join us. Our
ministry is open to all, beginner or
expert.
If you know of someone who is in
need of comfort or of someone
who is, or will be, celebrating a
new life or any other wonderful
event, please contact Lori at 8842513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found
in the rear pew of church; be sure
to date your request and provide
the reason/occasion for the shawl.
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday
of each month in the church
basement.
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St. Paul’s & First’s
Announcements
MALARIA NET
MINISTRY
Our Malaria Net
Fellowship is on hold for now. But
you can still make an offering toward
this very worthy cause. If you wish to
write a check, please do so to St.
Paul’s and write ‘Malaria Net’ on the
memo line. Thank you for your
support for malaria nets and maternal/
children’s health care in eastern and
coastal Tanzania. Praise God!

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST .
PAUL’S IN MASS CITY
has been suspended due to
Coronavius concerns.
Thanks for your support and
understanding.
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
turn Green by donating used
cartridges (Inkjet & Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the
OASD office or the Ontonagon
Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at

Our Thursday evening
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
Bible Study is on
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE
break for the summer.
TODAY
Watch for an
announcement when Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
we resume at the beginning of
Your Sound Choice in
fall, where we will continue our
Ontonagon Country.
reading of the book of Romans.
We no longer have an outlet to
Backpack program food collections are back! Consider
buying an “extra” when you’re
shopping.
St. Paul’s Council
meets on Tuesday,
September 1 @ 7pm
Knitters & Crocheters
will not meet again until the
fall, subject to
Coronavirus guidelines.

recycle cell phones, but we are
working on it!

Quilters at St. Paul’s

have already resumed their
weekly gatherings in the
basement at St. Paul’s on
Wednesdays at 10:00. If you are
interested in learning about
quilting, join the group and bring a
sack lunch.
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Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Donna Niemi, Connie Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, David Lee
Saari, Daniel Claus, Sonja Niemi, Mary Ellen Perkins, Bob
Claus, Edward Kangas, Lauren VanCura, Paul (Toby) Luokka, John
Kangas, Dan Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Margy Byrnes, Bonnie Buchanan,
Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Ellen Smith, Randy Trasti,
Joshua Sullivan, Elaine Laity, Janice Ambrose, Sheryne Manning, Marta
Ahola, Jim Ninefeldt, Caryl Miilu, Lee Johnson, Scott Olson, Holly
Makimaa, Lauren Vancura, Mary Ellen Perkins, Vikki James, Ron Store
Please Remember the Families of: Bill Anttila, Wayne Niemi, Ron
Lukkari, Herb Johnson, Eli Isotalo, Grace Keskeny, Sophia Larson,
Sigrid Bonnetti, Brian Killoran, Carol Walters, Martha Parkin, Mike
Kemppainen, Tanya Flink, Nancy Bennett, Denise (Carlson) Wentela
Johnson, Ken Saari
In Longterm Care or Homebound
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen, Robert & Donna
Store
Long-term Care-Bay City, MI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Canal View—Houghton County: Pauline Wesander, and Esther
Kieranen
Home Bound: Bertha Peterson, Max Gourneau
In the Service:

Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine,
Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Stephanie Hirvela,
Garrett Hartzell, Stephanie Patterson, Anthony Miller, Lane Taylor,
Bradley Myhren, Neil Bradley, Emily Bradley and their families.
Overseas Missions & Outreach Ministries
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania,
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office.
Immediate need for prayer can be given to our prayer
chain by contacting Jim Michie at 883-3612
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Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s 10 am

Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
St. Paul’s Council
Meeting 7pm

15

16

17

Church Office Hrs

10

Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9St. Paul’s 9-3
Noon
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s 10 am

9

Siloa Office
Siloa 10am-4pm
closed for Labor St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Day
No Bible Study
due to holiday

14

4

Friday

5

Saturday

18

11

19
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Pastor Jay out of the Office—Pr. Kay Richter on call 906-988-2318

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

8

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

3

2

1

Thursday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Church Office Hrs Church Office Hrs

7

Pastor Jay out of the Office

6
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr Michael Laakko
Siloa—9:00 AM
St. Paul’s—10:30
AM
First—12:30 PM
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Monday

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - September 2020

Live Radio Broadcast
From Siloa @ 9am
On WUPY 101.FM
or via internet at
WUPY101.com

Sunday

10

27
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9:00 AM
St. Paul’s—10:30
AM
First—12:30 PM

20
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9:00 AM
St. Paul’s—10:30
AM
First—12:30 PM

25

Northern Lights

26

Lutheran Parish
Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes
Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
ELCA Website: www.elca.org

Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s 10 am

Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
Bible Study @
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Siloa House 11
am

30
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s 10 am

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs Church Office Hrs

28
29
Church Office
Siloa 10am-4pm
Hrs
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Siloa 10am-4pm
Bible Study @
Siloa House 11
am

24

22

Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s 10 am

Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Parish Board @
St. Paul’s 7 PM

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

Church Office Hrs

23

21

Church Office Hrs
Worship & Holy
Communion with Siloa 10am-4pm
Pr Jay Welshonse Bible Study @
Siloa House 11
Siloa—9:00 AM
am
St. Paul’s—10:30 Siloa Council
AM
Meeting 4:15
pm
First—12:30 PM
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September

Birthdays &
Anniversaries*

1. Joan Johnson
2. Ron & Kayln Store *
3. Edward Manninen III
4. Jack & Sandy Sipola *
11. Bertha Peterson
(her 97th!)
12. Sandy Uotila
13. Noah Kaarto
Katie White
14. Debera Kaikko
17. John & Lisa Kin *
David Saari
18. Linda Johanson
Holly Wardynski
22. Colleen Saari
24. Erica Corey
James Linna
25. Denise Laakko
27. Ken Raisanen
Michelle LaBine
28. Greg & Nancy Adams *
30. Betty Kratt

Have a wonderful day and a
blessed upcoming year!

Please Let Us Know…
if you or a loved one is
sick, in the hospital,
homebound, or in need
of pastoral care; do not
assume that someone
else has already told us.
Also alert us when
someone can be removed from the
list prayer list. Call the Siloa or St.
Paul ‘s church office (Leave a
message if there is no answer),
contact a church member or
Pastor Jay, send an email, or just
leave a note in the offering plate.
All Churches of
the Northern
Lights Lutheran
Parish Now Offer
Online Giving
In this time of Coronavirus
guidelines to avoid contact during
worship, there is an excellent
mode of supporting our churches
with our offerings. We have
teamed up with tithe.ly to offer
online giving. You can set up a
one-time gift or set up automatic
giving for the amount and
frequency of your choice.
You can use a credit/debit card or
your checking account or even
choose to pay the
processing fee so the full amount
of your offering goes to the
congregation. Just go to the
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish
homepage at www.northernlightsup.org and click on the appropriate
button in the sidebar (<Give to
Siloa> ; <Give to St. Paul’s> or
<Give to First> to get started.
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A View from the Pew:
Submitted by Ken Raisanen

VBS at St. Paul’s
With all of the things that have been put on hold due to the youknow-what crisis of 2020, one of the things I missed the most was
Vacation Bible School. With that said, I thought it might be fun to
look back at some of the past VBS programs that have been held at St.
Paul’s. I can’t speak for the many years the program existed before I
got involved, so someone who has been here longer than me will have
to pick up that part of the story. I had been involved in some Lutheran
youth group activities at my home church, St. Mark’s in Marquette,
but if there was a VBS program, it wasn’t on my radar. When our kids
Elizabeth and Daniel were old enough, VBS became a regular part of
our summer plans.
The first VBS programs our family were a part of were quite
elaborate musical productions. Some were held at the church and later
ones were moved over to the old Greenland Township Hall where the
Mass City Artisans produced their plays. These were collaborative
events involving kids from St. Paul’s and the Catholic and Methodist
churches. The planning and rehearsals were a lot of work, but ‘fun
work.’ Choosing the music and running through it so we adults would
be able to teach it to the VBS kids was almost as much fun as the final
production. As the clergy from the churches moved on, some of the
creative drive needed to mount such big productions was lost. It was
time for the VBS program to change directions.
The next iteration involved a traveling group of young people
working under the banner of the Lutheran Youth Encounter (LYE).
The LYE team trained together and performed as a band called
Captive Free. This band that would kick off the VBS with an opening
concert designed to get kids and adults excited about the upcoming
13

week. The local adults handled the logistics of feeding the kids while
the LYE team fed their souls. The week would end with a combined
VBS - Captive Free performance. Hosting a LYE team meant housing
them for the week and a certain amount of fund raising was needed to
pay for the cost to host them. As our local pool of kids and adults
grew smaller, a degree of ‘organizational burnout’ occurred and VBS
disappeared for a summer around the time that Pastor John West
arrived. The loss of monetary support from the other churches
involved was part of the problem, but the biggest factors were changes
in the LYE program and a lack of willing volunteers in our local
churches.
The latest chapter in the VBS story has been written with the help
of the Fortune Lake Bible Camp. Each summer, FLBC sends out
three person ‘Day Camp’ teams to churches who reserve them in
advance. Like the LYE teams before them, there is a capital cost to
have them spend a week running the VBS program. Similarly,
housing the team and supplying the kids with snacks and lunches
takes time and volunteers. St. Paul’s has a dedicated core group to
handle these logistics and have been able to cover most of the program
costs. Occasional donations from other churches or bequests like the
one most recently received from the late Helen Toivonen are used to
fund what is now in essence a community Vacation Bible School. We
may not see as many youngsters in church as we would like, but we
make up for it with the Wednesday Bible Adventure program (which
operates during the school year) and the community kids that come for
VBS each June (many from WBAs and some who show up just for the
summer program),
Do the kids have fun during VBS? Seeing their excited, smiling
faces is one of those things that I really missed this summer. Hearing
that past team members spread the word about how much fun they had
in Mass City (some request the opportunity to come back to St. Paul’s
the next year) is another good indication that it isn’t just the kids and
volunteers having a good time. Lord willing, we are really looking
forward to 2021 when we all hope and pray that Vacation Bible
School (among many other things) will be able to return to a more
‘normalized’ world.
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NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNOD
OFFERS ONLINE CLASSES via ZOOM
In these challenging and uncertain times, the Northern Great Lakes
Synod is offering online classes via Zoom this fall and winter. While
discussions through computer screens are not ideal, online learning
presents an opportunity to connect people from across the synod.
Our Synod has launched a new series of classes for adults who
want to increase their knowledge and understanding of the Bible,
church history, Lutheran Theology, world religions, and more.
“Lifelong Faith Formation” is geared to people who share a love
and learning and have discovered that adult studies help them to
grow in faith.

Northern Great Lakes Synod -- Online Classes Begin via Zoom
in September
Introduction to Biblical Greek
Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America
“FREEDOM”- A Study in Galatians
Ecclesiastes Bible Study

For more information, visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faithformation or contact Sister Lori Ward at (615) 519-1969
or lori.ward@nglsynod.org.
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Northern Great Lakes Synod is inviting you to a scheduled
Zoom meeting.
Topic: Walking Together Event:
Conference 2 Copper Country
Time: Sep 2, 2020 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Here is an outline of what our time together as the Copper
Country Conference of the NGLS will look like:
5 minutes Welcome and opening prayer
20 minutes Dwelling in the Word with small groups
25 minutes Year of Discovery presentation with Q and A
5 minutes Lifelong Faith Formation presentation
15 minutes Breakout sessions of conversation
10 minutes Synod ministry overview
5 minutes Website Review and Facebook page
5 minutes Record “Peace be with you” for Synod-wide
Reformation Worship
Closing Prayer (if no conference meeting)
30 minutes Conference meeting agenda if applicable
16

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88968276501?
pwd=azNuV0NvaXBpbzVybUZOR3RheGppZz09
Meeting ID: 889 6827 6501
Passcode: 801532
If you choose to dial in rather than use the ZOOM link,
use one of these numbers and follow the prompts to
enter the Meeting ID and Passcode:
1-301-715-8592
or
1-312-626-6799
I look forward to many of us being together on September 2!
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Katherine Finegan
Bishop of the Northern Great Lakes Synod

Parish Board Members: Please note
the Parish Board Meeting:
September 15

7 PM
at St. Paul’s
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Kids Activity Corner
Birds of the Bible
Bill Brinkworth

Words to

doves

nighthawk

peacock

stork

Find:

eagles

ospray

pelican

swallow

bat

hawks

ossifrage

pigeon

vulture

bitterns

herons

ostriches

quail

cormorants

kites

owl

raven

cuckow

lapwing

partridge

sparrow
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“What happens when people open their hearts?
They get better.”
Haruki Murakami, Norwegian Wood
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Pastor Jay Welshonse - Office: 906-883-3602 * Home: (906) 883-3450
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish Secretary: Mary Ellen Perkins
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish e-mail: nllp@jamadots.com
St. Paul’s Office Phone: (906) 883-3602 * Fax: (906) 883-3610
Siloa Lutheran Secretary: Karen Flink
Siloa Lutheran e-mail: siloa@jamadots.com
Siloa Office Phone: (906) 884-2655

NORTHERN LIGHTS LUTHERAN PARISH NEWSLETTER
Communion Every Sunday
Siloa Lutheran Church-Ontonagon-Worship Sunday -9am
Live Radio Broadcast on 101.1 FM or WUPY101.org
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-Mass City–Worship Sunday -10:30am
First Lutheran Church - Winona-Worship Sunday - 12:30 p.m.
Members of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod - ELCA

Find us on Facebook under
“Northern Lights Lutheran Parish”
or on the web at:
northernlights-up.org
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