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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and
First Lutheran are members of the Northern
Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(Romans 8:38-39)

Did you ever have one of those dreams where it was so vivid, so real and
so scary that you would wake up in a cold sweat, terrified that it was
true?
The worst of these kind of dreams are the ones when we lose someone
close to us. It doesn’t matter if it’s because they move away without
notice, walk out of our lives for some reason, or simply die; they have a
definite impact on us. That’s because these types of nightmare get their
power from what is probably our most primal fear—being left alone;
being deprived of the ones who love us and who we love. You see, the
need to feel connected, to be joined to and accepted by someone who
loves us, and to feel safe with that person, is one of the of the deepest
needs of humanity. How often have we read about or watched a movie
about and orphan who struggles through their situation where we not
only cheer them on and hope and pray it turns out well, while at the same
time, grateful that it’s not us going through it.
Our text from Romans touches on this need to be close to God and our
fear of doing something to mess that up. Today's reading in Romans
touches on this same deep need and, indeed, primal fear. At the
beginning of the chapter, Paul announces that there is no condemnation
for those in Christ and proclaimed that we are not only God's children but
also God's heirs and Christ's co-heirs. Now this addresses that need to be
in a relationship with God, but what about losing it? Continued on next page
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Let’s face it, if there’s one thing we human being can do, is worry about
messing up a good thing. But Paul goes on telling us that because God is
for us, no one can stand against us. That means that no one, can point a
finger at us and take away what God has freely given us or diminish our
status among God's beloved; not even ourselves. And what about those
days when we’re really unsure about ourselves? Read those verses (3839) again; in fact, read all of Romans chapter 8.
In those verses, Paul is addressing our deepest needs and deepest fears.
We will not! We cannot! Be separated from God. No matter what
nightmares we may dream or realities we may experience, no matter
where we may go or what we may do, no matter even what may be done
to us, yet nothing can separate us from God. We can’t even play the
“what about..” game with this Scripture. You’re familiar with that game,
right? It’s just like the ‘what if’ game but instead this one asks ‘what
about.’ So in this case it would be asking—But what about disease, what
about divorce, what about addition, what about a lack of a sense of
purpose, what about.... You get the idea. But Paul answers this type of
game that magnifies our fears and states in no uncertain terms—"Nothing
will be able to separate us from God!" No ‘what if’, no ‘what about’;
nothing will separate us.
God loves us...forever...no matter what. That's why Jesus came: to tell us,
show us, personify for us, God's love and God’s desire to do what it takes
to hold onto us.
Let’s face it, we need this message now more than ever. It seems that
more and more the news, our communities, our very lives are being filled
with fear, uncertainty and doubt; or to put it another way—FUD.
FUD is a dangerous and nasty thing. It lives to cause problems and how
we react can either feed it, or pull its teeth out and diminish it. This is
where Paul’s message becomes our message—God loves us...all of
us...forever...no matter what...and nothing—no, nothing!—can separate
us from God's love!
Thanks be to God: for this Word and promise and for everyone who
generously shares it with those who need it the most!
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Coins for Outreach

Each Sunday Siloa
collects the loose
change and donates it to a
designated recipient.
Bible Study at Siloa House
has resumed. Join us for
lively discussions about
Ezekiel. Watch this space
for future announcements of
topics. Mondays @ 11 am.
Live Radio Broadcast on WUPY
101.1,
Sundays at 9am
Would you like to sponsor a
Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30 and you can mail
your check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you
would like to sponsor the broadcast and
indicate one of the following: In Memory
of (name), In Honor of (name), or any
other appropriate request. If you have
any questions, please call the Siloa
office at 906-884-2655.
Sponsors for this month include:
August 2 —Eino & Kris Miilu in memory of
their son Mikey’s birthday
August 9 —John & Marie Allen in memory of
her cousin Evelyn Janka
August 16 —Harvey & Bertha Peterson in
memory of Herman & Fern Peterson
August 23 —Marcy Mannikko in memory of
Einard and Char
August 30 —Lee & Verna Johnson to the
Glory of God

SILOA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Siloa’s Church
Council will meet on
Monday,
August 10th at 4pm.
SILOA
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
WOMEN
The Siloa Women’s Group
is suspended until further
notice.
Prayer Shawl Knitters
have given out 318 prayer shawls!
They will not be meeting until
further notice.
Anyone who likes to knit or wants
to learn how—both women and
men—is welcome to join us. Our
ministry is open to all, beginner or
expert.
If you know of someone who is in
need of comfort or of someone
who is, or will be, celebrating a
new life or any other wonderful
event, please contact Lori at 8842513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found
in the rear pew of church; be sure
to date your request and provide
the reason/occasion for the shawl.
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday
of each month in the church
basement.
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St. Paul’s & First’s
Announcements
MALARIA NET
MINISTRY
Our Malaria Net
Fellowship is on hold for
now. But you can still make an
offering toward this very worthy
cause. If you wish to write a check,
please do so to St. Paul’s and write
‘Malaria Net’ on the memo line. Thank
you for your support for malaria nets
and maternal/children’s health care in
eastern and coastal Tanzania.
Praise God!

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST .
PAUL’S IN MASS CITY
has been suspended due to
Coronavius concerns.
Thanks for your support and
understanding.
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
turn Green by donating used
cartridges (Inkjet & Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the
OASD office or the Ontonagon
Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at

Our Thursday evening
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
Bible Study is on
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE
break for the summer.
TODAY
Watch for an
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
announcement when we resume Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
Your Sound Choice in
at the beginning of fall, where
Ontonagon Country.
we will continue our reading of
We
no
longer have an outlet to
the book of Romans.
recycle cell phones, but we are
St. Paul’s Council
working on it!
meets on Tuesday,
August 4th @7pm
Knitters &
Crocheters
will not meet again until
the fall, subject to
Coronavirus guidelines.

Quilters at St. Paul’s

have already resumed their
weekly gatherings in the
basement at St. Paul’s on
Wednesdays at 10:00. If you are
interested in learning about
Special Congregational Meeting
quilting,
join the group and bring a
at St. Paul’s — August 16th after
sack lunch.
worship to discuss funding for
the completion of the “house”
project.
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Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Connie Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, David Lee Saari, Tara Nance,
Daniel Claus, Sonja Niemi, Mary Ellen Perkins, Bob Claus,
Edward Kangas, Lauren VanCura, Ken Saari, Paul (Toby) Luokka, John
Kangas, Dan Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Margy Byrnes, Bonnie Buchanan,
Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Ellen Smith, Randy Trasti,
Joshua Sullivan, Elaine Laity, Janice Ambrose, Sheryne Manning, Marta
Ahola, Jim Ninefeldt, Caryl Miilu, Lee Johnson, Scott Olson, Holly
Makimaa, Vikki Perkins, Ron Store
Please Remember the Families of: Bill Anttila, Wayne Niemi, Ron
Lukkari, Herb Johnson, Eli Isotalo, Grace Keskeny, Sophia Larson,
Sigrid Bonnetti, Brian Killoran, Carol Walters, Martha Parkin, Mike
Kemppainen, Tanya Flink, Nancy Bennett.
In Longterm Care or Homebound
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen, Robert & Donna
Store, and
Long-term Care-Bay City, MI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Canal View—Houghton County: Pauline Wesander, and Esther
Kieranen
Home Bound: Bertha Peterson, Max Gourneau
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine,
Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Stephanie Hirvela,
Garrett Hartzell, Stephanie Patterson, Anthony Miller, Lane Taylor,
Bradley Myhren, Neil Bradley, Emily Bradley and their families.
Overseas Missions & Outreach Ministries
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania,
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office.
Immediate need for prayer can be given to our prayer
chain by contacting Jim Michie at 883-3612
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Ahlskog Scholarship Awarded
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) of
Mass City, Michigan recently awarded
its Ruben Matthew Ahlskog Scholarship
to Logan Latvis. Latvis, who will be
attending Finlandia University in the
fall, is a 2020 Ontonagon Area High
School graduate.
About the Scholarship
Upon Matt’s death in 1986, his family
established the Ruben Matthew Ahlskog
Scholarship which honors his memory
as well as his lifelong love of learning.

In 1970, at the close of his junior year at Northern Michigan
University, Matt suffered devastating brain injuries in a car
accident. Rehabilitation following multiple neurosurgeries,
then and two years later, (when reconstruction was
complicated by meningitis) was a long and arduous process
which continued up until the time of his death.
Despite his struggles, Matt kept his faith and positive outlook
along with a genuine interest in others.
At the time of his accident, Matt was majoring in education. It
is fitting to award this scholarship to Logan, a young member
of St. Paul’s congregation, who will be furthering his own
education as he studies physical therapy at Finlandia
University. We congratulate Logan and wish him well.
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A Word About Stewardship
The following item may be a bit tongue-in-check, but it can
still serve as a reminder that all of us are called to be good
stewards of the blessings God has given us.

Obituary of Someone Else
I know that all of you were saddened to learn this
week of the death of one of our church's most
valuable members -- Someone Else.
Someone's passing created a vacancy that will be
difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many years,
and for every one of those years, Someone did far
more than the normal person's share of the
work. Whenever leadership was mentioned, this
wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as
well as results. Someone Else can work with that
group. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to
teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on
everyone's lips, "Let Someone Else do it." It was
common knowledge that Someone Else was among
the largest givers in the church. Whenever there was
a financial need, everyone just assumed that
Someone Else would make up the difference.
Someone Else was a wonderful person, sometimes
appearing super-human, but a person can only do so
much. Were the truth known, everyone expected too
much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is
gone. We wonder what we are going to
do. Someone Else left a wonderful example to
follow, but who is going to follow it? Who is going to
do the things Someone Else did? Remember, we
can't depend on Someone Else anymore.
- Author Unknown 9
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Northern Lights
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Lutheran Parish
Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes
Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
ELCA Website: www.elca.org
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August

B irthdays &
Anniversaries*
1 Margaret LaSota
4 Ed & Nancy Kangas *
John & Margie Amos *
6 Jeff & Carrie Anttila *
Jean Lind
Anneli Store
10 Cheryl Coffey
15 John LaSota
16 Al Kaikko
19 Colleen Saari
20 Ailee Kaarto
Jill Marczak
24 Chris Niemi
Isobela Kopsi
Roberta Johanson
25 David Gourneau
Bob Lind
26 Ryan Anttila
27 Devin Anttila
Sandy Sipola
Ben Lundberg
28 Bob & Michelle LaBine *
Gary & Carol Lukkari *
29. Michael Waltanen

Have a wonderful day and a
blessed upcoming year!
We hate to overlook anyone.
Please contact the church office at
St. Paul’s or Siloa Mary Ellen in St.
Paul’s office to add a birthday or
anniversary to the list or to make a
correction.

Please Let Us Know…
if you or a loved one is
sick, in the hospital,
homebound, or in need
of pastoral care; do not
assume that someone
else has already told us.
Also alert us when
someone can be removed from the
list. Call the Siloa or St. Paul
church office (Leave a message if
there is no answer), contact a
church member or Pastor Jay,
send an email, or just leave a note
in the offering plate.
All Churches of
the Northern
Lights Lutheran
Parish Now Offer
Online Giving
In this time of Coronavirus
guidelines to avoid meeting in
worship, there is an excellent
mode of supporting our churches
with our offerings. We have
teamed up with tithe.ly to offer
online giving. You can set up a
one-time gift or set up automatic
giving for the amount and
frequency of your choice.
You can use a credit/debit card or
your checking account or even
choose to pay the
processing fee so the full amount
of your offering goes to the
congregation. Just go to the
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish
homepage at www.northernlightsup.org and click on the appropriate
button in the sidebar (<Give to
Siloa> ; <Give to St. Paul’s> or
<Give to First> to get started.

12

A View from the Pew:
Submitted by Bruce Johanson

Siloa Undergoes a Freshening Up
The COVID Pandemic may have shut down worship activities at
many area churches, but the work continued at Siloa. The motto “Gods
work Our Hands” was never more true than when the project to freshen
up the interior of the Church home began.
Certainly there have been a number of improvements over the
last three years: Plumbing upgrades in the kitchen and a new island
cabinet and other counter spaces were added. The kitchen closet was
renovated and now the small kitchen area has been rearranged to be more
efficient with better traffic flow.
The installation of the Bruno Stairlift removed a major barrier to
those who are mobility impaired to get to the fellowship hall and the
restrooms.
The chancel lights which were often blinking were changed to
LED fixtures, and Bob Pattison brought in the high ladder and replaced
all of the lamps in the hanging lights of the sanctuary with new LED
bulbs that replaced the old 200 watt incandescent units which draw less
than 25% of the power to light,.
Next, the old fluorescent lights in the basement (fellowship hall)
were beginning to blow ballasts, so a project to replace them with LED
lights was also undertaken. It was
necessary to repaint the ceiling. This in,
turn, made the walls look rather shabby,
so they were painted as well, and then the
textured floor which hadn’t had a good
scrubbing
in
years
got
the
treatment...hands and knees labor. The
entire fellowship room now took on a
new, brighter look and even the exit signs New LED lights and fresh paint makes
were upgraded to LED. We have Ron and the fellowship hall an inviting place to
meet.
Kayln Store to thank for donated time and
labor getting the new lights in place,
painting, and cleaning the basement. While he was at it, Ron Store
changed virtually every light in the entire church that hadn’t already
been done with LED bulbs. The effect is most “enlightening” (pun
intended) and has also had a positive affect on our power bill as well.
The entry way had not been fully painted since it was added to the
13

front of the Church in 1985. In came the
scaffolding and a fresh coat of paint was
applied. This led to changing the old
narthex with a bit of rearranging and
painting to make it more inviting. This
included some graphic work by Diana
Welshonse with an inspirational prayer
The narthex has been repainted
message over the entry.
rearranged, and graphic art added.
The radio room got a coat of paint,
as well as the music library room. The old congregational records were
sorted out and are now in storage at Siloa
House . And last but not least, the sacristy, the
room behind the chancel which has had bare
studs since the place was built was finally dry
walled! In this room, where clerical vestments
are stored, there is also a swing-out banner rack.
This is where the Holy communion trays are set
The sacristy is nearing completion and was drywalled for the up each weekend and where worship supplies
first time since the church was are kept.
built!
In the
meantime, the memorial gardens have
been developed even further and well
tended by Loretta Hartzell and Jan
Bedford and the laws are looked after by
volunteers as well.
The Church has a
physical presence The well tended memorial gardens
as well as a greet visitors and worshipers alike.
spiritual mission
in the community and
maintaining and beautifying
our house of worship is a part
of good stewardship. Many
A seasonal hanging is next to donations and memorials at
Siloa have been provided by
the hymn board
donors to the Glory of
God. Since it was dedicated in 1952, Siloa has been
the little church on the corner with a big heart for God A bit of embellishment
and from its first construction to the present day, the has been added betradition to use our talents to keep things going has hind the pulpit
prevailed. Again,”God’s Work....Our Hands” Amen
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The rabble among them had a strong craving;
and the Israelites also wept again, and said,
“If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember
the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing,
the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the
onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength
is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at.”
~Numbers 11: 4-6
4

Dear Friends in Christ,
Does your strength feel dried up? Is there nothing at all but online
worship or half-empty pews to look at? Do you remember when we took
regular in-the-sanctuary worship for granted? We remember the
fellowship, the potlucks, the singing, gathering around the altar for the
Lord’s Supper. Do you have a strong craving for going back to the way
things used to be?
The thing is…we are in the wilderness. We have left Egypt (the good
and the bad) behind, and God is making us, the church (and maybe
society too), into something new. And if the experience of the Israelites
is any guide, we are only in the beginning of our journey. If, as Dr.
Osterholm says (an epidemiologist) we are only in the second inning of a
nine-inning game, then we are only in the first decade of a forty-year
journey, or in the first months of what will take a year to two years.
It is rather remarkable how the wilderness experience of the Israelites and
our own pandemic wilderness experience is similar.
Moses was under a lot of stress,
and so is your pastor.
Every day is full of new decisions. There is much to take into
consideration and pastors are being pulled and pushed into exhaustion.
Do we resume in person worship? How? When? What if cases in the
community are rising? What if someone shows up and won’t wear a
mask? What if more people show up than we can accommodate for
social distancing? What if the most vulnerable come, how can we be
sure they’ll be safe? What do I say to someone who doesn’t believe the
threat is real?
Please be patient with your pastor and your leadership. The way forward
is far from clear… for returning to worship, fall programming, and so
much more.
Moses learned not to be a solo leader and others stepped up to help.
At first it was all Moses. He went up the mountain alone and came down
alone. But then he appointed more leaders to help shoulder the burden of
15

leadership.
When the pandemic first started, your pastoral leader scrambled to
provide resources and/or an online worship. There wasn’t time to recruit
volunteers, there was too much else to do. He or she may not have had
the means or initiative to get the council or others involved in meeting
the needs of ministry in the congregation, much less the community.
But now, as we settle in for the long haul, councils and other
congregation members would do well to ask their pastor how they can
help, if they are not already doing so. Ask:
~Who needs a phone call and to be prayed with?
~What new technology can I learn that would help?
~Are there mailings I can help put together?
~Are there email lists and cell phone lists that need to be updated?
~Can I be a part of the online worship effort?
~Can I help someone use ZOOM?
Or please simply send a note of thanks and affirmation, so your pastoral
leader knows their efforts are appreciated, and hold them in prayer.
As their wilderness journey continued, the Israelites complained
about a few things and so do we.
Wilderness times are full of high anxiety and stress. There is confusion.
There is grief because we have lost the familiar and fear about an
uncertain future. These feelings sometimes come out as anger or sadness
or just untethered emotion.
Sometimes the best we can do is to take a deep breath and invite others to
do the same. The words of Julian of Norwich come to mind…again, “All
will be well. All will be well. In all manner of things, all will be well.”
It is not up to you or me to fix the church or solve the pandemic or
answer every question in the moment it is asked. This is a time of prayer
and discernment, of conversation together to determine what is best, of
asking how God is at work, and erring on the side of care for the
neighbor.
Easier said than done. But being gentle with yourself and others is a
good beginning.
The Israelites arrived in the promised land a different people than
when they left Egypt and we will emerge from this pandemic a
different people too.
We are practicing our faith differently. At a time when we have not been
gathering for worship as we used to means that feeding one’s faith is not
as easy as simply showing up to worship. This pandemic has challenged
16

us to find new ways to deepen our discipleship and our relationship to
God in Christ Jesus. Many pastoral leaders have done their best to
provide online devotions, Bible studies, emails of encouragement, phone
call prayers, and more.
In addition, I see the need for congregation members to take a new kind
of initiative. For some, it may be more difficult to turn on the computer
than get in the car to go to church. It may be more difficult to pray at
home, than in the gathered assembly. Personal devotions depend on a
person doing them. Online Bible studies are helpful only if one
participates. Our rhythms are off. The regular habits of faith have been
disrupted.
By the time this pandemic is over, new patterns and practices will
emerge, new insights will give greater clarity, and who we are as
Lutheran Christians in the Northern Great Lakes Synod will look and feel
differently than it does now.
The Israelites were closer to God when they were in the wilderness intimately dependent on God in a whole new way.
In wilderness times, that is, in times of fear and uncertainty, we pray all
the harder and more frequently. We look for God more fervently. We
rely on the presence of Christ walking with us with greater dependence.
God is nearer, more palpably present, and this is an unexpected blessing.
As the Israelites travelled in the wilderness, their patience wore thin.
They were tired of the journey, tired of Moses, critical of their situation
and their leaders. I hope we can travel our wilderness road with a little
more grace. �
As your leaders consider next steps, please understand that their priority
is your health. And their primary challenge is how to nurture your
relationship with God in Christ Jesus while observing the best practices
for the safety of all.
So, as you travel this wilderness journey, watch out for your friends and
neighbors. We don’t want to lose anyone along the way. Check in on
each other. Pray. Take your own initiative to deepen your discipleship
and care for your congregation and community. Your pastor can only do
so much.
And just as God led the Israelites through the wilderness, so does God
lead you and me. These are trying days that will stretch into months and
longer. But God is with you, your congregation, and with the Church
that is the body of Christ.
Take heart and do not lose faith…or patience.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan
17

Kids Activity Corner
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Pastor Jay Welshonse - Office: 906-883-3602 * Home: (906) 883-3450
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish Secretary: Mary Ellen Perkins
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish e-mail: nllp@jamadots.com
St. Paul’s Office Phone: (906) 883-3602 * Fax: (906) 883-3610
Siloa Lutheran Secretary: Karen Flink
Siloa Lutheran e-mail: siloa@jamadots.com
Siloa Office Phone: (906) 884-2655

NORTHERN LIGHTS LUTHERAN PARISH NEWSLETTER
Communion Every Sunday
Siloa Lutheran Church-Ontonagon-Worship Sunday -9am
Live Radio Broadcast on 101.1 FM or WUPY101.org
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-Mass City–Worship Sunday -10:30am
First Lutheran Church - Winona-Worship Sunday - 12:30 p.m.
Members of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod - ELCA

Find us on Facebook under
“Northern Lights Lutheran Parish”
or on the web at:
northernlights-up.org
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