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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER

“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face
trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy,
because you know that the testing of your
faith produces endurance; and let endurance
have its full effect, so that you may be mature
and complete, lacking in nothing. James 1:2-4
There’s an old saying that’s been running through my mind lately.
Especially as people are starting to talk about resuming our ‘normal’ lives
and going back to work, to school; even back to church. And what saying
would that be? “Whatever doesn't kill you makes you stronger.”
I’ve heard this saying many times throughout my life and most of the time,
it’s come from someone who wanted to show how tough they were in the
face of adversity. The saying has some truth, but not much. But for too
many people, it’s used as a justification for some really strange things and
can create an attitude of indifference and callousness.
Now, I’m not saying that any of us are in that particular situation, but there
are times when people come through a difficult time in their lives and end
up putting on a tough exterior in order to ensure that they don’t have to go
through an ordeal like that again. In essence, they’ve made themselves
‘stronger’ as a reaction to whatever it is that didn’t kill them. And that’s
not just about their physical selves. That also includes their emotional and
spiritual selves as well.
And yet, in the midst of all this, James is telling us "consider it nothing but
joy” when we face these trials, these challenges, these life altering and
even life shattering events. In some ways, it almost sounds like the
Biblical version of that old saying, but it’s really not. The first saying tend
to be a very stoic, self-reliant justification for how we react to the evil in
the world; especially when it happens to us. But James'
Continued on next page
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advice to Christians of all times and places is very different. By placing
our trust in God and relying on him for strength, for growth and for
direction, we ACTUALLY WILL grow and mature through the difficult
things of life. Further, we can so completely rely on God's care for us that
we can be joyful when we see difficult times coming.
That doesn’t mean that we should be jumping up and down, clapping our
hand and saying "Oh joy! Another miserable day! More rotten stuff is
happening to me! I'm so happy!" That might be a little over the top. But if
we can look for and see God's hand guiding us through those difficult
moments, helping us deepen our faith and trust in him, helping our
character and endurance level grow, then perhaps we can see where James
is trying to lead us.
Should we look for trouble in life? No; or as St. Paul likes to say, by no
means! After all, trouble seems to have no problem finding us and does it
quite well without our help. But we don’t have to live in fear of it either;
because as we move through life in faith, acting in love and living in
forgiveness, we can truly know that growth and blessings will come - not
on our schedule, but on Gods. Not according to our priorities, but Gods.
And unfortunately, even if we don’t live in fear of trouble that comes even
by living faithfully, we may actually get ourselves into some hot water.
After all, how many times have we heard about the futility of believing in a
loving God if all these bad things happen to so many innocent people? And
as difficult as attitudes like that can be; by God's grace, we endure and
grow and mature, and his Kingdom of grace, love and forgiveness grows in
and through us.
I don’t know what things are going to look like in the coming weeks. I
don’t know when we’ll be able to worship together; and when we do, will
we be concerned about ‘space’. I don’t know what communion or sharing
the peace will look like and I’m not sure how our very affectionate huggers
will get through this or even what normal is at this point. But I do know
that God has been at work in the midst of all of this, encouraging our faith,
our creativity, and even tolerance for one another in close quarters. And
once we come together again, even if it’s different, it will be a joyful time;
because all time with God is joyful, even the difficult ones.

SILOA LUTHERAN
CHURCH WOMEN

The Siloa Women’s
Group is suspended
until further notice.
Coins for
Outreach
Each Sunday Siloa collects the loose
change and donates it to a
designated recipient.

Live Radio Broadcast on
WUPY 101.1
Sundays at 9am
Would you like to sponsor a
Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30 and you can
mail your check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you
would like to sponsor the broadcast
and indicate one of the following: In
Memory of (name), In Honor of (name),
or any other appropriate request.
If you have any questions, please call
the Siloa office at 906-884-2655.
Recent sponsors have included:
4/5— Eileen Holmstrom to the Glory of God
4/12— Wayne & Donna Niemi to the Glory
of God
4/19— Wanda Dishaw—With God’s help
we will overcome the COVID-19
virus. Keep the faith!
4/26— Darlene Jolliff in memory of
Melvin Jolliff

SILOA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday Bible
Study at Siloa
House is
suspended until further
notice.
Siloa’s Church Council
will meet on Monday,
May 11th

Prayer Shawl Knitters
have given out 318 prayer shawls!
They will not be meeting until
further notice.
Anyone who likes to knit or wants
to learn how—both women and
men—is welcome to join us. Our
ministry is open to all, beginner or
expert.
If you know of someone who is in
need of comfort or of someone
who is, or will be, celebrating a
new life or any other wonderful
event, please contact Lori at 8842513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found
in the rear pew of church; be sure
to date your request and provide
the reason/occasion for the shawl.
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday
of each month in the church
basement.
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St. Paul’s
& First’s
Announcements
Welcome back,
First Lutheran
Snowbirds!
MALARIA
NET
MINISTRY
Thank you for your support at
our February fellowship. We
raised $154 for malaria nets
and maternal/children’s health
care in eastern and coastal
Tanzania.

Our Thursday
evening Bible
Study has
temporarily
been
suspended, but when the
social distancing restrictions
are lifted we will continue
our reading of the book of
Romans which
encompasses all the
essentials of the Christian
faith.
St. Paul’s Council
meets on Tuesday,
May 5th @7pm

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST .
PAUL’S IN MASS CITY
has been suspended due to
Coronavius concerns.
Thanks for your support and
understanding.

Help WOAS - FM 88.5
turn Green by donating used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet) for RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the OASD
office or the Ontonagon Township
Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
Your Sound Choice in
Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle
cell phones, but we are working on it!

Quilters at St. Paul’s
will not hold their weekly
gatherings until further
notice.

Knitters & Crocheters
will not meet again until the
fall, subject to
Coronavirus guidelines.

6

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office
Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Connie Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, David Lee Saari, Tara Nance, Daniel Claus,
Bob Claus, Sonja Niemi, Mary Ellen Perkins, Edward Kangas, Steve,
Waisanen, Max Gourneau, Dan Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Nicholas Derenzo,
Bonnie Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Ellen Smith,
Rodney Flink, Randy Trasti, Jean Lind, Joshua Sullivan, Elaine Laity, Janice
Ambrose, Sheryne Manning, Wanda Dishaw, Marta Ahola and Dave Tucker
Please Remember the Families of: Davis Ahola, Michael Miilu, Peggy
Tarnowski, June Tredeau, Michael Laurich, Robert Anderson, Joyce Winberg,
Marilyn Hokkanen, Beatrice Miilu, Karen Plutchak, Dale Koski, Rita Saari,
Joyce Leppanen, Ron Store, Sr., Irving Olson, Reuben Gonzales, Irene
Raisanen, Jim Molaski, Michael Olson, Walt Lukkarila, Ray Sorvari, Pastor Don
Riechers, Bill Anttila, Wayne “Kaki” Niemi, Jason Smith, Edna Trasti, Sophia
Larson and Sigrid Bonnetti, Brian Killoran, Carol Walters, Martha Parkin, Mike
Kemppainen, Tanya Flink, and Nancy Bennett
In Longterm Care or Homebound
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen and Robert & Donna
Store
Long-term Care-Bay City, MI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Canal View—Houghton County: Pauline Wesander, and Esther Kieranen
Home Bound: Bertha Peterson
Dean Store has moved from Wausau to Bay City, MI. Cards & letters can
be sent to him at:
Dean Store
5395 Kasemeyer Rd.
Bay City, MI 48706
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James Negro,
Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric
Leib, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen, Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis
Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, Stephanie Patterson, Anthony Miller, Lane Taylor,
Bradley Myhren, Neil Bradley and their families.
Overseas Missions & Outreach Ministries
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania,
including St. Paul’s companion congregation, Kipawa Lutheran Church
St. Paul’s Community Meal
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
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Siloa Council
Meeting 4pm

13
14
Church Office Hours Church Office
Siloa 10am-4pm
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
NO Bible Study
@ Siloa House
NO VFW meeting
@ St. Paul’s

10
Worship with
Pr Jay Welshonse
Live Radio Broadcast
From Siloa @ 9am
On WUPY 101.FM
or via internet at
WUPY101.org

St. Paul’s Council
Meeting 7pm

Church Office Hours Church Office
Siloa 10am-4pm
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
NO Bible Study @
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
Siloa House
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Tuesday

6

Monday

3
Worship with
Pr Jay Welshonse
Live Radio Broadcast
From Siloa @ 9am
On WUPY 101.FM
or via internet at
WUPY101.org

Sunday

16
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.

9
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Thursday

NO Quilting;
NO Wednesday
Bible Adventures NO Bible Study @
or Confirmation St. Paul’s
@ St. Paul’s

15
Church Office Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3

NO Quilting;
No Wednesday
Bible Adventures
or Confirmation
@ St. Paul’s

8
Church Office Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3

Wednesday

15

1

Friday

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - May 2020
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Saturday

9

8

NO Bible Study @
Siloa House

18
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

31
Worship with
Pr Jay Welshonse
Live Radio Broadcast
From Siloa @ 9am
On WUPY 101.FM
or via internet at
WUPY101.org

24
25
Worship with
NO OFFICE HOURS
Pr Jay Welshonse
Live Radio Broadcast
From Siloa @ 9am
On WUPY 101.FM
or via internet at
WUPY101.org

17
Worship with
Pr Jay Welshonse
Live Radio Broadcast
From Siloa @ 9am
On WUPY 101.FM
or via internet at
WUPY101.org

26
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

19
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

28
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

30

23

Worship gatherings, Bible studies & Wednesday Bible Adventures
are suspended due to the Coronavirus situation, subject to
announced guidelines.

Member of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address: www.nglsynod.org
or ELCA Website: www.elca.org

29

22

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish

NO Quilting;
NO Bible Study @
NO Wednesday
St. Paul’s
Bible Adventures
or Confirmation @
St. Paul’s

27
Church Office Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3

North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.

NO Quilting;
NO Wednesday
Bible Adventures
or Confirmation @
St. Paul’s
NO Bible Study @
St. Paul’s

21
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

20
Church Office Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3
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MAY

Birthdays

& Anniversaries*

5.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
17.
18.
19.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
30.

Andy & Betty Martin*
Ken Saari
Debbie Short
Chris Carlson
Kayln Store
Lisa Kin
Wanda Dishaw
Richard Saari
Andy Martin
Nancy Kangas
Ken & Colleen Saari*
Hollie Sadlier
Gerry Niemi
Shirley Laurich
Mel Carlson
Brandon Store
Kathy Wardynski
Rhonda Brandt
Bob & Kathy Pattison*
Nancy Staudinger
Barb Tahtinen
Aaron Kaikko
Amber Luokka
Ron Saari

Have a wonderful day and a blessed
upcoming year!

We hate to overlook anyone. Please
contact Mary Ellen in St. Paul’s office
to add a birthday or anniversary to the
list.
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Please Let Us Know…
if you or a loved one is sick, in the
hospital, homebound,
or in need of pastoral
care; do not assume
that someone else
has already told us.
Also alert us when
someone can be
removed from the list.
Call the Siloa or St.
Paul church office
(Leave a message if there is no
answer), contact a church member
or Pastor Jay, send an email, or
just leave a note in the offering
plate.

St. Paul’s & Siloa Now
Offer Online Giving
In this time of
Coronavirus
guidelines to avoid
meeting in worship,
there is an excellent mode of supporting our
churches with our offerings. We have teamed
up with tithe.ly to offer online giving. You can
set up a one-time gift or set up automatic
giving for the amount and frequency of your
choice.
You can use a credit/debit card or your
checking account or even choose to pay the
processing fee so the full amount of your
offering goes to the congregation. Just go to
the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish
homepage at www.northernlights-up.org and
click on the appropriate button in the sidebar
(<Give to Siloa> or <Give to St. Paul’s>) to
get started.

Should have been
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A View from the Pew

In Your Easter Bonnet,
with All the Frills Upon It

Just before I shaved my head.

Having received no photos of other ladies’ Easter
bonnets, I will instead share pictures of my collection
of scarves, hats and wig that I’ve been sporting since
I shaved my head. Chemo treatments have been
going well and I want to thank my Christian friends
and relatives for their cards, prayers and kind

thoughts.

Love to all,
Mary Ellen Perkins

Actual Easter Sunday

A View from the Pew is a forum for all our
congregational members. We invite you to submit
your essays, memories, opinions, concerns,
suggestions, poetry—anything. You can mail them in
to the Parish Office at P.O. Box 9, Mass City, MI 49948,
or send them via email to nllp@jamadots.com.

postponed. Professional hockey
and basketball games are canceled,
and people are encouraged NOT to
gather – for sporting events,
workshops, conferences, classes,
and…worship.

“Is not this the fast that I choose:
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
Then your light shall break forth
like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring
up quickly;
Then you shall call, and
the LORD will answer;

And worship, of course, includes
practices that the health department
warns against…physical contact,
shaking hands, close proximity to
other people, even breaking bread
together, maybe even sharing a
cup, or dipping bread (and maybe
fingers?) into a common cup.
It may be that by the time you read
this, many congregations will have
suspended having worship and
cancelled all events where people
gather.

Dear Friends in Christ,

We have been forced into a fast…a
Lenten fast… of Christian
fellowship, community worship
and prayer, and the joy of being
together with Christ in our midst.

As I write this, governors and
health officials are releasing
statements regarding how best to
slow the advancement of COVID19, the current pandemic. Included
in these statements is
encouragement to practice “social
distancing.” Schools are
cancelling classes or going to
online learning. Events have been

Usually my Lenten fast has been
more in the direction of giving up
pizza, ice cream, or chocolate. It is
a strange thing to give up
community, gathering, and the joy
of worship. It is not a fast that I
would choose. And yet it is the
fast that we have been given. And
yet, even in this, even in this loss,
this fast, God will raise up

you shall cry for help, and he will
say,
Here I am.”
Isaiah 58: 6ff
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something new. Perhaps in the
absence of what we have taken for
granted and being bereft of
community, we will value more
deeply the gift that God gives us in
each other.
Perhaps when worship is cancelled,
we will miss it more. In this season
of uncertainty and our efforts to
prevent virus spread, I hear an
underlying irony, or at the very least,
I observe an aspect of human nature;
the minute we are told we cannot do
something is when suddenly we want
to.
There is blessing in the absence of
God, for it is then that we seek God
more fiercely. It is when darkness
feels heavy that we pray with greater
desperation. And it is when we are
bereft and in the midst of loss or
crisis that scripture speaks with
greater meaning and resonates with
the soul that is suffering.
So we will, independently but
together, fast from community, and
gatherings, and very possibly,
worship and all that we receive at the
Lord’s table...for a time, a season, a
moment of history.
It will be alright.
Grace abounds.
It is good that we miss, that is, that
we notice the absence of, what is so
important. But in the meantime, we

will stay connected, through prayer 13
and phone calls, through online
devotions and our own personal
meditations. And hopefully, at least
for a time, we will still be able to
gather for worship that may or may
not celebrate the Eucharist or include
sharing a hug or a handshake of
Christ’s peace.
Please hear again what the angels say
throughout scripture, because they
know us all too well…
Do not be afraid.
And as people of faith, we will watch
as the light of resurrection breaks
forth with the Easter dawn, and all is
made new. It will be alright.
Whether we can gather in worship on
Easter or not, Jesus still lives! And
another day will come, when we will
together celebrate God’s answer to
our cry for help, the answer that
comes in the one who died and rose
again, the answer that is Jesus the
Christ.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan
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After he said this, he was
taken up before their very
eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight. - Acts 1:9
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Kid’s
Activity
Corner

NORTHERN LIGHTS LUTHERAN PARISH NEWSLETTER
Communion Every Sunday
Siloa Lutheran Church-Ontonagon-Worship Sunday -9am
Live Radio Broadcast on 101.1 FM or WUPY101.org
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-Mass City–Worship Sunday 10:30am
First Lutheran Church - Winona-Worship Sunday - 12:30
p.m.
Members of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod - ELCA

Find us on Facebook under
“Northern Lights Lutheran
Parish”
or on the web at:
northernlights-up.org
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