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Northern Lights Lutheran Parish e-mail: nllp@jamadots.com
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St. Paul’s Office Phone: (906) 883-3602 * Fax: (906) 883-3610
“Northern
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Siloa Lutheran Secretary: Karen Flink
or on the web at:
Siloa Lutheran e-mail: siloa@jamadots.com
northernlights-up.org
Siloa Office Phone: (906) 884-2655
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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
Way back, in the times of old...ok, maybe not so old, at least not for a lot of us, but back in 1972, Robert Coleman put
out a book called Written In Blood. In one section of the book, he tells the story of a little boy whose sister needed a
blood transfusion. The doctor explained that she had the same disease the boy had recovered from two years earlier.
Her only chance for recovery was a transfusion from someone who had previously conquered the disease. Since the
two children had the same rare blood type, the boy was the ideal donor.
"Would you give your blood to Mary?" the doctor asked. Johnny hesitated. His lower lip started to tremble. Then he
smiled and said, "Sure, for my sister." Soon the two children were wheeled into the hospital room—Mary, pale and
thin; Johnny, robust and healthy. Neither spoke, but when their eyes met, Johnny grinned. As the nurse inserted the
needle into his arm, Johnny’s smile faded. He watched the blood flow through the tube. With the ordeal almost over,
his voice, slightly shaky, broke the silence. "Doctor, when do I die?’
Only then did the doctor realize why Johnny had hesitated, why his lip had trembled when he’d agreed to donate his
blood. He’s thought giving his blood to his sister meant giving up his life. In that brief moment, he’d made his great
decision.
Now that’s a great story about a brother’s love for his sister, but what would that have to do with the that Bible verse
at the beginning? After all, Paul seems to be talking about something we can relate too at this time of year; just
mention the month of November, and the first thing most people think about is Thanksgiving. That fits, doesn’t it?
During our Thanksgiving holiday there seems to be a lot of rejoicing and giving thanks not only to God in prayer, but
to family and friends who make this time of year that much more special. And if that is God’s will, then by golly let’s
get on with it!
But there’s still that story about the little boy. When you stop and think about it, I’m pretty sure that at the end of it
all, he was not only rejoicing that his sister would recover and quite thankful that he would be there to see it happen. I
also believe that the boys parents were also rejoicing and thankful for both of their children; their daughter for the
new life given to her and their son who was willing to give her that life even if it meant giving up his own.
When we look at our own lives, we can see the sacrifices that make life possible; the ones we do for others and the
ones others do for us. And believe it or not, along with the sacrifice comes prayer, rejoicing and thanksgiving. But
then, isn’t that what people who love one another do? And I’m not talking about headline making sacrifices, but the
little every day ones that people make—donating to charity, giving blood, donating bone marrow, volunteering
precious time. All of it involves prayer for direction, rejoicing in being able to serve, and thanksgiving for God’s call
to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Yes, we are thankful for all of God’s blessings to us, but we are even more thankful when God gives us the
opportunity to be a blessing to others—even when it calls for a little sacrifice on our parts.
As we gather with friends and family, or even total strangers that we are called to serve; whether it’s at Thanksgiving,
Christmas or any other time of the year, remember Paul’s advice and rejoice in what God has blessed you with, pray
constantly for God to lead, uplift and sustain you in all things; and of course, give thanks for the sacrifice that made it
possible for us to become children of God.
Diana and I wish you all a blessed Fall season and a happy Thanksgiving; and may all your days be filled with
rejoicing, prayer and thanksgiving.
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Northern Lights Lutheran Parish—January 2019

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - November 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

1

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
First Lutheran 6pm
Knit & Crochet @
St. Paul’s 6-8pm

Bible Study@ Siloa
House–11am

10
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

11
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am

Bible Study 11am
Siloa Council
Meeting 4pm

5
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

St. Paul’s
Council 7pm

12
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

MALARIA NET
FELLOWSHIP

2

I watched the flag pass by one day,
It fluttered in the breeze.
A young Marine saluted it,
And then he stood at ease.
I looked at him in uniform
So young, so tall, so proud,
With hair cut square and eyes alert;
He’d stand out in any crowd.

Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
or ELCA Website: www.elca.org
4
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Saturday

Freedom Isn’t Free

Member of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

3
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Friday

6
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10am
Wednesday
Bible
Adventures
4:00-5:00 pm
@ St. Paul’s

7
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

13
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

14
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Quilting 10am
Wednesday
Bible
Adventures
4:00-5:00 pm
@ St. Paul’s

Bible Study @
St. Paul’s 7pm

20
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

21
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Quilting 10am

North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.

North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.
Siloa Women 6pm
Bible Study @ St.
Paul’s 7pm

8

9

I thought how many men like him
Had fallen through the years.
How many died on foreign soil
How many mothers’ tears?
How many pilots’ planes shot down?
How many died at sea;
How many foxholes were soldiers’
graves?
No, freedom isn’t free.
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I heard the sound of Taps one night,
When everything was still;
I listened to the bugler play
And felt a sudden chill.
I wondered just how many times
That Taps had meant, “Amen,”
When a flag had draped a coffin
Of a brother or a friend.

First Lutheran 6pm
17 Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
First Lutheran 6pm
Knit & Crochet @
St. Paul’s 6-8pm
24
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
First Lutheran 6pm

18
Church Office Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@ Siloa
House–11am

19
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Prayer Shawl
Knitters 1pm

Wednesday
Bible
Adventures
4:00-5:00 pm
@ St. Paul’s

@ Siloa House
COMMUNITY MEAL
@St. Paul’s 3-6pm
25
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@ Siloa
House 11 AM

Bible Study @
St. Paul’s 7pm

22
23
I thought of all the children
Of the mothers and the wives,
Of fathers, sons and husbands
With interrupted lives.
I thought about a graveyard
At the bottom of the sea,
Of unmarked graves in Arlington
No, freedom isn’t free.
- Kelly Strong
(submitted by Anita Gavin)

26
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

27
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10am
Wednesday
Bible
Adventures
4:00-5:00 pm
@ St. Paul’s
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28
Office closed

29

30

SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
The Siloa Women will meet on
Thursday evening, November 7th at
6:00 p.m.

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mondays & Tuesdays:
Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm

Mondays:
Bible Study 11:00 am
Siloa House
Coins for Outreach
******************************
Each Sunday Siloa collects the loose
Prayer Shawl Knitters
change and donates it to a designated
recipient.
will meet on Monday, November 18th at
************************************************
1:00 p.m. in Siloa House.
Monday Bible Study at 11:00
Anyone who likes to knit or wants to learn
a.m. at Siloa House
how—both women and men—is welcome
Join us for a lively study of the demonic to join us. Our ministry is open to all,
beginner or expert.
in the history of Christian thought.
Special attention will be given to the
If you know of someone who is in need of
function of the concept in dogmatics, its comfort from illness, loneliness, who is
role in the understanding of evil as the will to undo, and grieving, or of someone who is, or will be,
the theological contributions of major figures including
celebrating a new life or any other
Augustine, Luther, and Tillich.
wonderful event, please contact Lori at
884-2513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found in the
pew of church; be sure to date your
Siloa’s Church Council will meet rear
request and provide the reason/occasion
on Monday, November 11th @4pm for the shawl.
******************************************************

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday
radio broadcast? If so, the cost is $30 and
you can mail your check to:

******************************
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday of
each month in the church basement.

Siloa Lutheran Church Council

Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to
sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the following:
In Memory of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other
appropriate request.
If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office
at 906-884-2655.
Recent sponsors have included:
10/6—Jeanne & Frank Gourneau in memory of Helen Savela
10/13—Mike & Dawn Richter who love to hear our Sunday services!
10/20—Karen Flink in memory of brother Rodney Myllymaki
10/27—John & Margaret LaSota in memory of Pr John Eilertson
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Officers
President - Bruce Johanson
Vice President - Bill Miller
Secretary - Lori Hartzell
Council Members
Vikki James
Gunnard Kyllonen
Lynn Sorenson
Frank Wardynski
Treasurer - Karen Flink
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford
Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind

St. Paul’s & First Announcements
COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY

will meet on the 3rd Monday– November 18th
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main
entrée, wonderful sides and mouth-watering
desserts. We served 166 meals in October and
received donations totaling $153!
THE MEAL IS ALWAYS FREE & ALL ARE WELCOME

Take out is available; deliveries can be arranged for those
who are ill or housebound. Call 883-3602 for deliveries.
Helping hands are WELCOME!

Simple Gifts
Loose coins placed in St. Paul’s
offering plates are set aside to help
those in our community who may
need a little extra support to meet
their expenses of daily living—
including food, clothes and utilities.
When donations reach $100 a
check gets sent to St. Vincent
DePaul—Ontonagon.

Preparations usually require the weekend prior
to the meal. We carry in the groceries on the
Friday before, and on the weekend we do food
preparation. The day of the meal we finish up food prep, set
the tables, serve the food, and clean up.
If you are interested in helping—for a whole day, or for an
hour—please call Jim Michie at 883-3612 or stop in the day
of the meal. We generally begin working at 10:00 a.m.

MALARIA NET MINISTRY

Thank you for your tremendous support at our October
fellowship. We raised $273 which brings our total since Fall
2008 to $25,128 for malaria nets and health care in eastern and
coastal Tanzania. PRAISE THE LORD!!
This month’s fellowship is on Sunday, November 10th

St. Paul’s Bible Study

St. Paul’s Council meets on
Tuesday, November 5th @7pm
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
turn Green by
donating used
cartridges (Inkjet &
Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped
off at the OASD office
or the Ontonagon
Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
Your Sound Choice in
Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle
cell phones, but we are working on it!

meets on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the
Council Room. We are currently reading
Isaiah, considered by many as the “Shakespeare
of Hebrew literature,” quoted more in the New
Testament than all the other prophets combined!

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council
Officers
Ken Raisanen—President
Pastor Jay Welshonse—Vice President
Fern Malila—Secretary
Council Members
Bill Anttila
Pat Blair
Mel Carlson
Wendy Claus
Al Kaikko
Darlene Marczak
Rick Saari
Treasurer—Janice Lukkari
Financial Secretary—Sandy Uotila
Parish Representatives
Pat Blair and Wendy Claus
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Quilters at St. Paul’s

meet in the church basement for
weekly gatherings on
Wednesdays at 10am.
You need not be an expert; we
can show you how to get started!
We take a break for lunch, so
you are invited to bring a bag
lunch or a dish to share.

Knitters & Crocheters

are meeting again
@ St. Paul’s the 1st &
3rd Sunday evenings,
Nov. 3 & 17 at 6-8pm

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office

NOVEMBER

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Ashley Huotari Yaklyvich, Esther Kieranen, Mary
Hokkanen, Laurie Hiltunen, Ed Hulkonen, Bruce
Williams, Vonda Lukkari, Terry Bagazin, Bernice
Huotari, Michael LaFoille, Carmel McCarthy, Connie
Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, Trisha Cleary, David Lee Saari, Tara
Nance,, Donna Niemi, Terri Ferreria, Daniel Claus, Richard McKay,
Bill Anttila, Sonja Niemi, Sandy Uotila, Dan Rellis, Jackie Dobbins,
Nicholas Derenzo, Bonnie Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo,
Sharon Nies, Ellen Smith, Rodney Flink, Randy Trasti, Jean Lind,
Joshua Sullivan, Elaine Laity, Janice Ambrose, Nathan Thomas,
Sheryne Manning, Wanda Dishaw, Marta Ahola and Dave Tucker
Please Remember the Families of: Davis Ahola, Michael Miilu,
Peggy Tarnowski, June Tredeau, Michael Laurich, Robert Anderson,
Joyce Winberg, Marilyn Hokkanen, Beatrice Miilu, Karen Plutchak,
Dale Koski, Rita Saari, Joyce Leppanen, Ron Store, Sr., Irving
Olson, Reuben Gonzales, Irene Raisanen, Jim Molaski, Michael
Olson, Mary Kay Masters, Waino Niva, Margaret Martin, Victoria
Beck, Edna Trasti, Phyllis Dahl and Sophia Larson
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen and
Robert & Donna Store
Long-term Care Facility-Wausau, WI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Home Bound: Jim Ninefeldt, Alvin Kaurala, John Maloney, Walt
Lukkarila, Bertha Peterson and Marcia Pietila
Marcia Pietila’s new home address is:
12440 Warpath Lane
Minocqua, WI 54548
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle
LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared
Kemppainen,
Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett
Hartzell, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, Anthony Miller, Lane
Taylor, Bradley Myhren, Neil Bradley and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania, including St. Paul’s
companion congregation, Kipawa Lutheran Church
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Birthdays & Anniversaries*
1.
2.
4.
9.
13.
14.
16.
17.
18.
20.
26.
29.

Rick Johnson
Frank & Jeanne Gourneau*
Gunnard & Violet Kyllonen*
Sharon Johnson
Bill Anttila
Mike Laakko
Jamie Ahola
Lori Hartzell
Jeff Anttila
Helen Johnson
Darlene Jolliff
Kayle Kaarto
Carrie Anttila
Mary Michie
Bill Witt

Have a very
happy day
and a blessed
upcoming year

We hate to overlook anyone! If
we’ve missed anyone’s birthday
or anniversary, please contact
Mary Ellen in St. Paul’s office
and get it added to our list!
Please Let Us Know…if you or a

loved one is sick, in the hospital,
homebound, or in need of pastoral care; do
not assume that someone else has already
told us. Also alert us when someone can be
removed from the list. Call the Siloa or St.
Paul church office (Leave a message if there
is no answer), contact a church member or
Pastor Jay, send an email, or just leave a
note in the offering plate.

A View from the
Pew:

A Pleasant
Surprise
by Ken Raisanen
Saturday and Sunday of September 21 - 22 had stacked up to
be a busy stretch for the Raisanens. Pastor Jay had
previously asked if we would be available to cover both the
9:00am Siloa service and the 10:30am St. Paul’s service while
he was on the road back from a conference he had attended
in the Twin Cities. Having missed this meeting last fall while
attending to the needs of Helen Toivonen’s family after her
passing, we thought that it was only right to help out so he
would be able to make the conference this time around. Even
though my wife and I had plans to attend a concert at the
Calumet Theater on the 21st and the synod conference
meeting in Chassell on the afternoon of the 22nd, we
prepared for a busy couple of days.
The congregation at St. Paul’s is used to the fact that when I
have occasion to run the order of service, I substitute a hymn
sing for a traditional sermon. I field suggestions from those
filling the pews and relay them to my wife in the organ loft. By
singing the first and last verse of each hymn suggested, we
are able to spin through a lot of the congregation’s favorites.
We had never done this type of service with Siloa before. We
used the old green hymnal Service of the Word as there was
no Communion scheduled on this Sunday. Knowing the
Service of the Word is traditionally a shorter service, we had
contacted Jackie at WUPY to warn her that the service might
run a little shorter than the one hour slot set aside for their
radio broadcast of the Siloa service. We planned to do all the
verses of the songs used in the hymn sing to fill a little more
time.
We received a pleasant surprise when we arrived at Siloa on
Sunday morning when George Nygard informed us that his
daughter Jessica Crandall was going to join us for the service
and wanted to provide some special music. Jessica, her
husband Joris Stuyck, and friends Ellen Mandel and Michael
Lydon had traveled to Ontonagon from her home in New York
City to perform a special concert at the Ontonagon Theater for
the Performing Arts on Saturday September 21st.
This
hometown concert had been a dream of Jessica’s for some
time and we were not happy that we had a previous obligation
for the same night.
When I explained the nature of our ‘hymn sing’ service,
Jessica was kind of tickled that music would be an even
8

bigger part of the service than normal. At the appointed time,
she read ee cumming’s poem, i am a little church, that
expressed her feelings for the small-town church in which she
was raised. She and Ellen then proceeded to perform the
poem as a song for which Ellen had written the musical score.
Jessica then introduced Ellen’s husband Michael who passed
out little lyric cards so the congregation could join him singing
the refrain for a song he had written called Pass It On. Lydon
accompanied himself on guitar and had everyone join in on
the chorus:
When you get a little love, pass it on,
You can give it all away, it’s never gone
If someone’s good to you, be good to someone new
Cause the only thing to do when you get a little love is
Pass it on!
With the extra special musical interlude concluded, we
proceeded to sing a good number of hymns and then
concluded the service. Our fears of running short on the hour
time slot were forgotten with Jessica and her friends
performing and we actually ran a few minutes over. We were
able to ‘pass the peace’ with Jessica, Ellen, and Michael
before departing for our next service at St. Paul’s. We may
have missed her theater concert, but it was truly a pleasant
surprise to have Jessica and her friend’s special music
included in a service featuring music.
ee cummings i am a little church
i am a little church(no great cathedral)
far from the splendor and squalor of hurrying cities
-i do not worry if briefer days grow briefest,
i am not sorry when sun and rain make april
my life is the life of the reaper and the sower;
my prayers are prayers of earth’s own clumsily striving
(finding and losing and laughing and crying)children
whose any sadness or joy is my grief or my gladness
around me surges a miracle of unceasing
birth and glory and death and resurrection:
over my sleeping self float flaming symbols
of hope,and i wake to a perfect patience of mountains
i am a little church(far from the frantic
world with its rapture and anguish)at peace with nature
-i do not worry if longer nights grow longest;
i am not sorry when silence becomes singing
winter by spring,i lift my diminutive spire to
merciful Him Whose only now is forever:
standing erect in the deathless truth of His presence
(welcoming humbly His light and proudly His darkness)

Pet Blessing at Siloa
September 29th
by Vikki James

A few months back several Siloa council members expressed an interest in doing a blessing of the pets. Pastor Jay agreed
that it was a good idea and scheduled the blessing for the last Sunday in September. He announced the event on the parish
Facebook page : ” We will celebrate God’s love for all creation at our first (and hopefully annual) Parish pet blessing. During this
time, we will give thanks to God for the creatures that truly have an impact on our lives.”
On the designated day some very excited dogs and one large orange cat who clearly was not amused by the canines, were
ready for the blessing. Violet Kyllonen had her two furry friends, Tootsie and Taffy, Dave and Cheryl Somero had their Shih Tzu,
Yooper, Vikki James had her two Pomeranians, Miss Abigail who was not in a good frame of mind and Lambeau who was just
waiting patiently, and Pumpkin the cat and owner Lori Hartzell.
Pastor Jay gathered everyone together and gave a blessing to each of the pets. His wife, Diana assisted him as he
ministered to each pet. She was especially good with little Lambeau, who was a bit taken aback by all the activity. When the
blessing concluded, everyone thanked the pastor and Diana and took their pets home, knowing that each of them had been
blessed with God’s word.
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October Adopt-A-Highway Crew
The St. Paul’s Adopt-a-Highway volunteers
enjoyed a cool, sunny morning to do their final
trash pick-up on Friday, October 4th. They
gathered at 10:00am to get instructions and
supplies and were treated to coffee and zucchini
bread. They picked up eight bags of trash while
appreciating the fall colors along the roadway.
They returned to the church to share a delicious
lunch of Taco Soup, prepared by Chris
Raisanen and a decadent chocolate dessert
created by Chris Carlson.
Recipe for TACO SOUP
Brown 1# ground beef with 1 small chopped onion; drain
Add : 3 14-oz. cans diced tomatoes (or equivalent
amount of crushed tomatoes and diced tomatoes)
a whole jar of PACE® (mild) salsa
2-3 cups of water
1 can of mild, diced green chiles, undrained
1 envelope of mild taco seasoning
1 envelope of dry ranch dressing mix
2 cans of red beans, rinsed & drained
1 can of white cannellini beans, rinsed & drained
1 large can of corn, drained
1 can of green beans, drained

Simmer together and serve with taco chips, sour cream
and grated cheddar cheese.

Blessings in a Backpack

Siloa and St. Paul’s support the Backpack Food Program, donating money and food
to needy students in the Ontonagon Area School District. To assist, please donate
non-perishable food items, or cash donations to purchase them.
Suggested Items
Mac & Cheese Cups (Not Boxes)
Granola Bars
Chef Boyardee Products
Popcorn
Apple Sauce or Fruit Cups
Ramen Noodles
Peanut Butter
Individual Cereal Portions (Oatmeal Packets/Cold Cereal Cups)
Snack Sandwich Crackers (Cheese/Peanut Butter)

St. Paul’s donors have
already contributed 245
individual food servings
as of October 18!

Another appeal from OASD: There is a need for weather appropriate clothing and personal care
items for Ontonagon students in need. The Caring Closet is a program to provide these necessary
items. Donations of any items listed below or a monetary donation would be greatly appreciated and
we would be honored to spotlight you organization in our weekly newsletter to parents.
Needed items include: Any new clothing items in various sizes.—shoes, shirts, pants, socks, undergarments, etc.
Any outdoor items in various sizes—jackets, hats, gloves/mittens, boots, snow pants, etc.
Personal care items—shampoo/conditioner, soap/body wash, deodorant, feminine care products, toothpaste/brushes, etc.
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Malaria Net Milestone at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
St. Paul’s monthly malaria net fellowships met a milestone on Sunday October 20, 2019 when
participants donated $273 to bring the total amount of funds raised to $25,128. The project began in
September of 2008 when then Northern Great Lakes Synod Bishop Tom Skrenes and his wife Luanne
presented a program at St. Paul’s about the ravages of malaria in the NGLS’s companion synod in
Tanzania. In the twelve years since, the Mass City church has continued to hold monthly fellowship
coffees and lunches with those attending making free will donations to help combat the malaria health
crisis in this east African nation.
Initially, the money sent to the Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania stimulated local business as
the malaria nets were manufactured and distributed by the Tanzanian people. The deadly disease in
Tanzania has not been eradicated, but the epidemic has slowed enough to allow donations to also be
used for maternal and child health care.
When the program started, no one anticipated reaching a milestone like $25,000 or that the project will
still be going strong twelve years later. The continued generosity of those who come to these monthly
fellowships have made this a long term outreach of the church that will continue into the future.
Thank you to our Malaria Net Fellowship supporters for their generosity and Christian witness!

Wednesday Bible Adventures Tie-Dyes Shirts

On October 9th (and spilling over a little into October 16th) the WBA tie-dyed T-shirts (25 in all).
Before we got into this craft, we talked about change. It can be messy (many of us had colored
fingers for a few days post-dye) yet change is a constant in our lives. We learned the Bible verse,
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)
What a comfort this Biblical truth is in our changing world!
- Submitted by Christine Raisanen
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is ending!
As of the end of this year, project founders Dr. Samuel and Susan Brown of Cheshire, CT
are no longer able to continue their herculean efforts in gathering donated quilt squares for
delivery through a network of Rotarian volunteers to Colima.

The Ontonagon-White Pine Rotary sent a letter of thanks to the Women of St. Paul
Lutheran Church: “Because of you, the Ontonagon-White Pine Rotary was able to
provide over 6,000 afghan squares to Project Amigo . . . providing welcome employment for people in need. Because of you,
school children had awesome afghans to keep them warm during cold mountain nights. Because of you, they all know that
somebody cares. . . . We cannot thank you enough for sharing your time and talent by donating beautiful, colorful and much
needed afghan squares for this project. Without you knitters and crocheters, we would not have been able to participate in this
worthwhile and heartwarming undertaking, so we are especially appreciative of you.”

Drop off your remaining squares at St. Paul’s in Mass City by Thanksgiving!

St. Paul’s Quilt Blessing on October 6, 2019

Thanks to the labors and creativity of the Quilters who meet at St. Paul’s, we were able to donate 5 large boxes of quilts (36!) to
Lutheran World Relief, as well as twelve quilts to the Barbara Kettle Gundlach shelter and four quilts to Omega House.
This year’s quilting team has included Christine Raisanen, Penny Maki, Sandy Uotila, Donna Niemi, Marcy Roberts,
Susie Koski, Kay Pragacz and Sharon Johnson. What a BEAUTIFUL blessing to neighbors in need, near and far!
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St. Paul’s
Welcomes New
Members
On Sunday, October 13th St. Paul’s welcomed new
members Mike and Denise Laakko and Nancy Bowman.
Pastor Mike retired as of January 2019—though he’s
remained extremely active as a supply pastor for area
churches. We are delighted to welcome home a son of the
congregation and his wife, Denise. Denise has jumped into
Denise Laakko, Nancy Bowman and Mike Laakko
community life, finding work at the Rockland Library. They both have been busy volunteers at St.
Paul’s Community Meals.
Nancy Bowman has been so active in congregational life at St. Paul’s that it was a surprise to many
that she just became a member this year. She has been a greeter and a diligent volunteer at the
Community Meals.
They have already been a tremendous blessing to us, and we pray we might be a blessing to them!

Mitten Trees are sprouting up in our narthexes
Please decorate them with ornaments of hats, scarves, mittens and socks, or
underwear to be donated to the local St. Nicholas Project.

St. Paul’s has received the following acknowledgements:
From the Ontonagon Emergency Food Pantry: Thank you so much for your generous donation
of $175.00. People like you make it possible to help so many individuals and families who are having
a difficult time.
Board of Directors, Ellen M. Burgess, Treasurer
From the St. Nicholas Project: “Women of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, the St. Nicholas Project
would like to “Thank You” for your generous donation of $100. Your kindness has helped to make a
difference in the lives of the members of our community this holiday season.
The St. Nicholas Committee, Dee Dee Preiss, Treasurer
From Omega House: Thank you for your recent donation of 4 quilts to Omega House. They are
beautiful and will be used throughout Omega House. Because of your kindness and support,
Omega House has been able to care for over 590 residents since opening its doors in 2005.
If you have time, please stop by Omega House to see how your support is making a positive
difference in the quality of life for our fellow U.P. residents nearing the end of life. You can also stay
informed about the good things happening at Omega House by following us on Facebook.
Thank you for all you do for Omega House.
Michael Lutz, Executive Director

Greetings from an old friend, Anita Gavin
My 80th birthday is November 11 and I would enjoy cards or e-mail from people in Mass City, since I am
a former parishioner. My e-mail is gavinanita8@gmail.com, or you can even do posts on Facebook.
201 Cherry Creek Road, #131
Marquette, MI 49855
13

The Northern Lights Lutheran Parish
Celebrates the Reformation at Siloa
First Lutheran and St. Paul’s members gathered with the Siloa congregation on
Sunday, October 27th for a Parish-Wide Event to celebrate Reformation
Sunday. We enjoyed some rousing hymn-singing by the assembly, a thoughtprovoking sermon from Pastor Jay, a sharing of the Lord’s Supper, and
afterwards a delectable brunch served by the Siloa congregation.

What a blessing it is to worship and fellowship together at these special events!
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Kid’s Activity
Corner
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