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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
History has preserved for us two magnificent silver cups from the boggy
marshes of Ireland. The first is known as the Gundestrup Cauldron and
comes from a century or two before Christ, a the time when the Irish
worshiped violent pagan gods. It is adorned with pictures of gods and
warriors. One panel shows a gigantic cook-god holding squirming
humans and dropping them into a vat of oil. These gods demand human
sacrifice to appease their appetite.
The second cup is called the Ardagh Chalice and comes from the
seventh or eighth centuries after Christ, a time when the Irish had
turned to Christianity. Like the first it is a work of magnificent
craftsmanship, but the God it depicts is radically different. It has a
simple but intricate patterning. But this is a cup of peace, designed to be used in
communion. As the worshiper lifts it to her lips she is reminded that this God does not
demand human sacrifice, but instead sacrifices himself for us.--Source: reported in T
Cahill, How the Irish Saved Civilisation (Hodder, 1995)
Two cups from different points in time illustrates the difference that Christ has made in
the world. But not just the world in a general sense; you see, we have to realize that each and every one of us has
been affected in the same way. Once Christ came into our lives, we were changed whether we realized it or not.
And to be honest, trying to understand this this can be a little bit of a challenge since many of us were baptized as
infants or young children we don’t really remember this change. We may have something to remind us of the event
like a candle, a certificate or other tokens, maybe even some pictures, but as for ‘remembering’ the event we have to
rely on others who were there at the time. But whether we remember anything or not, something changed.
Now that doesn’t mean we threw up less on mom and dad, grandparents, siblings, or whoever happened to be holding
us at the time. And we were probably just as fussy about what we were being fed as before, but even with this
exterior ‘sameness’ something much deeper was being stirred—our faith. And what’s even better, it was a faith born
of love. It was given to us by God through the Holy Spirit; not because of our potential greatness, not because of
something we were destined for, not even because we’re nice people to be around, but simply because God loves us.
It was nurtured through the love of the people who brought us to receive this gift. It was encouraged by all those who
witnessed our baptism and welcomed us in love to the family of God. At the moment we were pronounced a child of
God, something changed because the grace of Christ Jesus, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
became a part of us.
By this time, we are deep into the Easter season and believe it or not, Spring has come to the UP. Now things may
not look a whole lot different. There may be a stubborn pile or two of snow and ice and some of the trees may still be
lacking in leaves, but we know that things are different. New life has come into the world and all of creation ‘knows’
it; in some ways you might even say that creation has faith that change isn’t simply coming; it’s here.
New life has also come into us, but we’re a little different than the trees and flowers; they know spring is here and
simply let the new life through, but we need to be reminded sometimes and the life giving time of Easter is a great
time to do it. You are a new creation in Christ. You are a loved and blessed child of God. Now take a cue from the
rest of creation and let the new life shine through. Oh, and don’t forget to remind others as well; because that too, is
new life.
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Northern Lights Lutheran Parish—January 2019

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - May 2019

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

St. Paul’s Highway
cleanup will be
scheduled between
May 5-12 depending
on weather.
5 Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
MALARIA NET
Fellowship after
worship

Announcement will
be made after
checking weather
forecasts. See p. 9
for more info.
6
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
Bible Study@ Siloa
House - 11 AM

Quilting 10 am
Bible Adventures &
Confirmation 4pm
End-of-Year Picnic
@ St. Paul’s

7
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
St. Paul’s
Council meeting
moved to 5/14

8
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10 am
Bible Adventures &
Confirmation 4pm
@ St. Paul’s

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30am
First Lutheran
6pm
19
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am

First Lutheran
6pm
26
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am

13
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
Bible Study@ Siloa
House - 11 AM
Siloa Council
Meeting 4pm
Knit & Crochet @
St. Paul’s 6-8pm
20
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
Bible Study@ Siloa
House - 11 AM
Siloa Prayer Shawl
Knitters @ Siloa
House—1 PM
COMMUNITY MEAL
@St. Paul’s 3-6pm
27
CHURCH OFFICES
CLOSED

14
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
VFW Meeting @
St. Paul’s 4pm
St. Paul’s
Council
Meeting 7pm
21
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

28
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

2
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Friday

Saturday

3

4
Pie Social &
Bake Sale @
Siloa, 11am3pm

10

11

17

18

Siloa Women
6:00 p.m.
St. Paul’s Bible
Study 7pm
9
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Bible
Study 7pm

First Lutheran
6pm
12
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Thursday

15
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10 am
Bible Adventures &
Confirmation 4pm
@ St. Paul’s

16
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
NO St. Paul’s
Bible Study

NGL Synod Assembly, Escanaba
22
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10 am
Bible Adventures &
Confirmation
@ St. Paul’s 4pm

23
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

29
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10 am
Bible Adventures &
Confirmation 4pm
@ St. Paul’s

30
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

First Lutheran
6pm

St. Paul’s Bible
Study 7pm

St. Paul’s Bible
Study 7pm
ASCENSION DAY
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Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish
Member of the Congregations
of the Northern Great Lakes
Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
or ELCA Website:
www.elca.org

SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Women met on Thursday, April
Mondays & Tuesdays:
th
Church Office Hours:
4 . The Women decided to hold a
12:00 to 4:00 pm
Pie Social & Bake Sale on
Mondays:
Saturday, May 4 from 11am to
Bible
Study
11:00 am
3pm. They also discussed the
Siloa House
Spring Gathering on April 27. The group also discussed the
******************************
kitchen, and cleaned out the closet in anticipation of getting
Prayer Shawl Knitters
new shelving for improved storage. The next meeting will be are meeting on Monday, May 20th at
on Thursday, May 2nd.
1:00 p.m. at Siloa House. As of
******************************************************

Coins for Outreach

The final tally for Blessings in a
Backpack was $133.16, From now till
the end of June, the loose change
placed in the collection plate will be donated to World
Hunger collection to be offered at the Synod Assembly.
*******************************************************

March 7, 2019 we have made 306
prayer shawls!

Anyone who likes to knit or wants to
learn how—both women and men—is
welcome to join us. Our ministry is
open to all, beginner or expert.

If you know of someone who is in need
of comfort from illness, loneliness,
who is grieving, or of someone who is,
Join us for a lively discussion of the Books or will be, celebrating a new life or any
of the Apocrypha, now focusing on the other wonderful event, please contact:
Lori at 884-2513. You can also sign
books of the Maccabees.
up for a prayer shawl on the register
found in the rear pew of church; be
sure
to date your request and provide
Siloa’s Church Council will meet
the reason/occasion for the shawl.

Monday Bible Study
at 11:00 a.m. at Siloa House

on Monday, May 13th at 4pm

******************************

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday of
each month in the church basement.
******************************

Would you like to sponsor a Sunday radio
broadcast? If so, the cost is $30 and you can
mail your check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to
sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the following:
In Memory of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other
appropriate request. If you have any questions, please
call the Siloa office at 906-884-2655.
Recent sponsors have included:
4/7—Lawrence & Christine Peterson in memory of Chris’ father
4/14—Bob & Jean Lind in honor of their parents
4/21—Darlene Jolliff in memory of Melvin Jolliff
4/28—Ellen Burgess to the Glory of God!
5/5—Joy Ibsen to the Glory of God!
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Siloa Lutheran Church Council
Officers
President - Bruce Johanson
Vice President - Bill Miller
Secretary - Lori Hartzell
Council Members
Vikki James
Gunnard Kyllonen
Lynn Sorenson
Frank Wardynski
Treasurer - Karen Flink
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford
Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind

St. Paul’s & First Announcements

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY

3rd Monday of Each Month—May 20th
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main
entrée, wonderful sides and mouth-watering
desserts. We served 153 meals in April!
Helping hands are WELCOME!

WE’RE GLAD TO SEE YOU
BACK, FIRST LUTHERAN
OF WINONA!
Simple Gifts
Loose coins placed in St.
Paul’s offering plates are
set aside to help those in our
community who may need a little
extra support to meet their expenses
of daily living—including food, clothes
and utilities. When donations reach
$100 a check gets sent to St. Vincent
DePaul—Ontonagon. Since April
2007 we have collected $8,063.81.

Preparations usually require the weekend prior
to the meal. We carry in the groceries on the
Friday before, and on the weekend we do food
preparation. The day of the meal we finish up
food prep, set the tables, serve the food,
and clean up.
If you cannot get to
the meal due to
If you are interested in helping—for a
illness
or immobility,
whole day, or for an hour—please call
please
call the
Jim Michie at 883-3612 or stop in the day
church
and
we may
of the meal. We generally begin working
be
able
to
deliver
to
at 10:00 a.m.

Take out is available upon request.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY AT ST. PAUL’S

Join us for our weeknight Bible study
on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. We are
taking a look at Jonah.

MALARIA NET MINISTRY

Thank you for your generous support at our
fellowship fundraisers. In April we raised
$317, which brings our total since Fall 2008
to $24,305 for malaria nets and health care
in eastern and coastal Tanzania!
This month’s fellowship is on Sunday,
May 5th.
St. Paul’s Council meets on
Tuesday, May 14th at 7pm.

you. 883-3602

KNITTERS & CROCHETERS

will meet one more time this month on
Monday, May 13 from 6-8p.m. before taking a
summer break. All are welcome, including
those who wish to learn how to knit or crochet.
Child care is available. For more information please contact
Hollie Sadlier at 883-3393.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council
Help WOAS - FM
88.5

Turn Green

by donating
used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped
off at the OASD
office or the
Ontonagon Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound
Choice in Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle cell
phones, but we are working on it!

Officers
Ken Raisanen—President
Quilters at St. Paul’s
Pastor Jay Welshonse—Vice President meet each Wednesday at
Fern Malila—Secretary
10am in the basement. You
need not be an expert; we can
Council Members
show you how to get started!
Bill Anttila
We take a break for lunch, so
Pat Blair
you are invited to bring a bag
Mel Carlson
lunch or a dish to share.
Wendy Claus
For information on where some
Darlene Marczak
of our quilts have been sent
Rick Saari
overseas, see page 7. We
Treasurer—Janice Lukkari
also donate them to local
shelters and nursing homes
Financial Secretary—Sandy Uotila
and to people in need of the
Parish Representatives
comfort of a quilt made with
Pat Blair and Wendy Claus
love.
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Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Walt Lukkarila, Ashley Huotari Yaklyvich, John Maloney,
Esther Kieranen, Mary Hokkanen, Rita Saari, Laurie
Hiltunen, Michael Olson, Ed Hulkonen, Bruce Williams,
Vonda Lukkari, Donna Niemi, Jaelyn Hardin, Terry Bagazin, Kayle
Kaarto, Bernice Huotari, Chris Carlson, Michael LaFoille, Dan
Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Nicholas Derenzo, Bonnie Buchanan, Isak
Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Don Olson, Sigrid Bonnetti,
Margy Byrnes, Jan Behr, Ellen Smith, Rodney Flink, Jan Tucker,
Sharon Haarala, Steve Moon, Kade Sullivan and Levi Bateman
Please Remember the Families of: Davis Ahola, Michael Miilu,
Peggy Tarnowski, June Tredeau, Michael Laurich, Robert Anderson,
Joyce Winberg, Marilyn Hokkanen, Beatrice Miilu, Karen Plutchak,
Arthur Neuman, Marie Broemer, David Alapert, Doug Filppula, Ted
Raisanen, Elvie Mannikko, Einard Mannikko, Gerald Platzke,
Virginia Taeger, Dave Distel, John Townsend, Donna Kuehn and
Mary Kay Masters, Waino Niva, Margaret Martin
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Victoria Beck, Edna Trasti,
Joyce Leppanen, Jerry Hokkanen, Robert & Donna Store
Long-term Care Facility-Wausau, WI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: Dale Koski, William Rantala
Rolling Meadows - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Omega House-Houghton: Irving Olson
Westgate Living Community-Ironwood: Marcia Pietila
Home Bound: Alvin Kaurala and Bertha Peterson
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle
LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo,
Jared Kemppainen, Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett
Hartzell, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, Dustin Brand, Anthony
Miller, Lane Taylor and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If there is someone who can be removed from our prayer list,
please let Karen or Mary Ellen know.
Please remember to check the military listings also.
Thank you.

MAY

Birthdays & Anniversaries*

5.
7.
8.
9.

Andy & Betty Martin *
Ken Saari
Debbie Short
Chris Carlson
Kayln Store
10. Lisa Kin
Wanda Dishaw
11. Richard Saari
12. Andy Martin
Nancy Kangas
13. Carol Maki
16. Jeannie Manning
17. Ken & Colleen Saari *
18. Hollie Sadlier
19. Gerry Niemi
Shirley Laurich
21. Mel Carlson
Brandon Store
Mary Roehm
22. Rhonda Brandt
23. Bob & Kathy Pattison
25. Barb Tahtinen
26. Aaron Kaikko
30. Amber Luokka
Ron Saari
31. Nancy Staudinger

Have a Blessed Day and a
Happy Upcoming Year!!
Please Let Us Know…if you or a

loved one is sick, in the hospital,
homebound, or in need of pastoral
care; do not assume that someone else
has already told us.
Call the Siloa or St. Paul church office
(please leave a message if there is no
answer), contact a church member or
Pastor Jay, send an email, or just leave a
note in the offering plate.
You are all precious children of God, and
we do not want anyone to be missed
unintentionally.
Contact information and telephone numbers
are located on the front of this newsletter.
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A View from the Pew:

Making a Change;
Making a Difference

by Ellie Burgess
About one in ten persons hate change no matter
what the reason is for the change. Another one
in ten loves change no matter why it occurs; life
without change is too boring. The other eight
respond to change somewhere in the middle
which some degree of dread or enthusiasm.
Change, however, is something that we all must
deal with.

Pastor Jay has wisely gotten to know us for a
good year before he began to introduce changes.
He asks questions and pays attention to all of us.
Moving the peace to the end of the service is
much better for the radio listeners. Moving to
other service music has been done very
smoothly. His patience and the changes in the
service booklets and bulletins have been very
helpful.
Vestry, choir, Bible Study, Siloa Women, and
many individuals have shared ideas and opinions
to help those changes happen. The discussion
questions and answers to the printed
questionnaires have informed his thinking about
what our congregations and parish want and
need.

Consider all the change in your life since you
were born.
We go from helpless infancy,
exploring toddler, the intense learning of
elementary school, exploration of our interests in
high school, college, jobs, marriage for some,
children, and the dozens of groups of which we
often join. Most of us also deal with aging. Why
then do some of us resist change with grief and
discomfort while others cope with varying
degrees of acceptance and still others with
eagerness? Who knows the reasons why we
respond the way we do?

Change also has a cascade effect. One change
makes another person think of something else
that might be done. Take a look around Siloa.
Changes in the kitchen and the spiffy look of the
entrance are the work of many people. Each
improvement makes someone think of something
else we should do.

Change in the church is a very large concern for
most of us. Our children grow up and move
away; some just stop coming to church. The
congregation is aging and losing its capacity for
physical activity. We have more funerals than
weddings and baptisms. Just as unsettling is a
rapid turnover of clergy. The past few years
have brought the formation of the Northern Lights
Parish. Various groups have formed in the
congregations over the years and altered their
purposes or disbanded.

Please, consider sharing your talents. Donate a
couple dollars for the lift chair, the memorial
garden, or another project of your choice.
Together, we can do good things.

The advent of social media such as Facebook
and Websites, newsletters, and telephone chains
has helped us keep in touch with each other, but
communication is a two-way street. Are you
reading the Silver Trumpet right now?

A View from the Pew is a forum for all our
congregational members. We invite you to
submit your essays, memories, opinions,
concerns, suggestions, poetry—anything.
You can mail them in to the Parish Office at
P.O. Box 9, Mass City, MI 49948, or send them
via email to nllp@jamadots.com.

In order for the church to offer the best services,
it needs volunteers. What one thing do you
enjoy doing? No matter what that is, the church
could use that talent. Consider sharing your
interest with the rest of us.

The Silver Trumpet
also welcomes
submissions of favorite recipes, photographs,
drawings, jokes—whatever you’d like to share
with your fellow parishioners.
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Blessings in a Backpack
This past school year, Siloa and St. Paul’s supported the Backpack Food
Program, donating money and food to needy students in the Ontonagon
Area School District.

As of April 22, 2019 St. Paul’s collected 536 items. We will
suspend collections until this coming Fall 2019.
As of March 31, 2019 Siloa donated $133.16 to
the program from its collection of loose change
as well as two baskets of snack items.

Correction to last month’s acknowledgement of donations to the Community Meal;
Mike Cisler was identified as the donor, but he wishes to specify that his wife, Carolyn
Cisler has been the donor to support our ministry. Thank you, Carolyn!

Adopt-A-Highway Sign
Have you noticed these signs? They bookend Mass City
along State Highway M-26. This one is located near the
Greenland ‘Y’. The first litter pick up of 2019 will take place
in early May - watch for the sign up sheet and schedule
when it is announced. We are going to make the first one a
rather festive event with coffee and goodies when we
gather at St. Paul’s for the pre-pick up Safety Meeting and a
post-pick up lunch.
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Invited to the
Banquet of the King

Lenten Drama of the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish
and the Ontonagon Circuit United Methodist Churches
Area ELCA and Methodist churches in Ontonagon
County gathered together during the Lenten season for
pre-worship soup and sandwich suppers followed by
the mid-week Lenten services, hosted by all the area
churches including St. Paul’s Lutheran in Mass City,
Greenland United Methodist, Ontonagon United
Methodist, Siloa Lutheran in Ontonagon and St. Paul
United Methodist in Rockland.
This year, the services featured a weekly chancel
drama, Invited to the Banquet of the King, which was a
series of skits about Christian worship. The story
follows the allegorical journey of a poor mystified
peasant on the way to the banquet of the King.
Unworthy and unsure of why he has been invited, he
meets several citizens of the Kingdom along the way
who help him understand what his journey is all about.
The cast featured the peasant, played by St. Paul’s
member Mary Ellen Perkins, the Gatekeeper, played by
Siloa member Bruce Johanson
who taught the Peasant about
confession and forgiveness in
the first week.
The second
week, a Poet/Troubadour, played
by Methodist Pastor Nelson Hall,
taught the peasant about hymns
of worship. The third week, a
Teacher/Scholar, played by Ken
Raisanen
of
St.
Paul’s,
introduced the study of scriptures
to the Peasant. The fourth week
a winsome Pauper, played by St.
Paul UMC Rockland member
Minnie Parks, taught the Peasant
about prayer, and the final skit
again featured Bruce Johanson
who portrayed the Chief Steward who offered a Communion meal, and ultimately revealed that the
King Himself was the Gatekeeper, Poet, Teacher, Pauper and Chief Steward who invites us all to
His banquet where all are made worthy, all can celebrate the truths and beauty in hymns, all can
learn the greatest love story from God’s Book, all can bring their concerns and joys in prayer to God,
and finally where all can enjoy the Lord’s Supper—a foretaste of the feast to come in God’s
heavenly kingdom.
And in celebration of the allegorical banquet, the worshippers at the final Lenten service enjoyed the
unexpected service of Holy Communion. We invite all in our community to enjoy the weekly
celebration of the King’s Banquet. All is ready, and all are welcome!
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Siloa Receives Transplant from Organ Donor

The patient is home and resting comfortably
and has returned to her normal activities,
thanks to the crack surgical team of Bruce
Johanson and his son-in-law, Greg Nelson.
Thank you, Joann Matthys for providing the
organ!
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Wednesday Bible Adventures Prayer Wall & Bulletin Board
Visitors to St. Paul’s church hall often take
the time to read the PRAYER WALL that the
Wednesday Bible Adventurers fill out during
the year. It is a way to remind them that
they can pray anytime for anything so they
offer both prayer requests on one side and
praise reports on the other.
At the
beginning of each new WBA year, the old
prayer sheets are burned and the smoke
rises up and carries their prayers to Heaven
(“Let my prayer rise up like incense before
You”)

The BULLETIN BOARD is new this year. The board was constructed
by Senior Service Project students at the Ontonagon Area Schools
last spring and put into use by the WBA program coming back from
winter break this year. The board has been temporarily hung until the
basement window project is completed, the board will be given a more
permanent home.

Wednesday Bible Adventurers’ Program of Songs & Bible Verses
During St. Paul’s worship on Sunday, April 28th some of the Wednesday Bible Adventurers
presented a Program of Songs & Bible Verses. Following worship everyone enjoyed a Cupcake
Fellowship in the basement. The Wednesday Bible School held its year-end picnic on Wednesday,
May 1st. The children can now look forward to VBS, June 17-21!
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From the Archives of St. Paul’s
For the next few months, we’ll be running a series of articles on the history of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, compiled by The History Committee of St. Paul’s 1976 Diamond Jubilee
based on the history in St. Paul’s 1951 Golden Jubilee booklet, a review of meeting minutes,
and an assortment of personal recollections. From out of the past, toward the new dawn….

Many of the Finnish immigrants who arrived in the Mass area at
the end of the last century and early 1900s carried with them
the desire to continue the spiritual life which had its roots in
their homeland in the Church of Finland and particularly to have
the church in their midst so they could worship in their mother
tongue. At the request of some of these early immigrants,
Pastor Kaarlo Huotari, an instructor at Suomi College,
conducted worship services in Mass.
On November 10, 1901, at the home of Mr. Victor Wentela, the
St. Paul’s Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Congregation was
organized under Pastor Huotari’s leadership. The first church
council chosen then consisted of President—Oscar Talbvacka,
Vice President—Erick Erickson, Treasurer—Henry Hankila,
Secretary—Antti Kangas and members John Piri, Victor
Wentela and Matti Kyllonen. Besides the council, the
congregation consisted of the following charter members: John
Kangas, Fabian Tolonen, Antti Kayrakangas, August Jarvi,
Kalle Koskela, Jacob Walimaki, Jacob Abramson, Perttu
Knuuttila, Johan Kantola, Isaac Laakko, Benjamin Martin, Kalle
Rytilampi, Johanerig Koski, Adolph Pietila, Tuomas Mantyla,
and Emil Niemi. (The writer dares to assume that any wives
involved were considered members also!)
During the first few years worship services were held regularly
twice a month in the “Wiheria Ruusu” Temperence Society
building. The congregation at that time formed one parish
together with Amasa, Covington and Rockland until 1912 when
Mass-Laird parish was formed. Temporary pastors who served
during those early years were Groning, J.K. Nikander, S.
Ilmonen, Kaarlo Huotari and Bruno Wuornos, the latter two
serving in a more permanent capacity from 1901 to 1904. The
young congregation’s first financial records show a balance
forward from 1902 of $15.09, receipts of $217.57, expenses of
$143.98, leaving a balance on hand of $88.68 as audited in
Janrary 1904 by Oscar Talbacka and Fred Waara. Records of
ministerial acts are scanty in some areas. The earliest recorded
baptisms are: Anna maria Talbacka—January 6, 1900; Erick
Luttinen—April 10, 1900; and Mattias Benjamin Martin—
October 13, 1900. The first recorded burials were of little Vaino
Kustaa Kaarto, born October 26, 1902, died January 9, 1904;
and Juho Kantola, died April 27, 1906. (We assume he was on
of those recorded as a charter member.) Research did not
produce confirmation records until 1918, and among them a
confirmand who was a member at his death, Vaino Everd Ark,
baptized August 30, 1902. Weddings were also not recorded
until 1918, the first recorded wedding being Nestor Wainos and
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Emma Matilda Kivisto on October 5, 1918.
The first resident pastor was Otto Stadius, and it was
during his ministry that a decision was made in a
congregational meeting on February 5, 1905, to build a
church on a lot that had been donated by the Mass Mining
Company. Minutes of the March 12, 1905 meeting
indicate that the building contract was let to August Anttila
at a bid of $1,150 with a total labor cost of $268.

From August 1905 on services were held in the church,
and it was dedicated by Synod president, Dr. J.K.
Nikander on October 29, 1905. An interesting sidelight is
of a decision made at the August 6th council meeting to
purchase an offering collection purse fitted with a six-foot
long handle. After a long-handled reach across pews for
many years, the purse has long since been replaced by
wood offering plates and later silver ones.
In 1912 after Pastor Victor Kuusisto arrived, a bell was
bought for the church, weighing 575 pounds made of 78%
copper and 22% Indian rubber tin in a “B” tone. With its
Finnish inscription, “How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O
Jehovah of hosts,” the bell pealed forth for the first time on
October 13, 1912, calling worshippers to services and the
curious to their porches as detailed by Pastor Kuusisto in
an “Amerikan Suometar” of that time. Also in 1912 the
church exterior was painted
and the altar and altar railing
were obtained. Additionally,
the magnificent oil painting of
Jesus and the rich young
ruler—which still beautifies our
altar—was presented by Mr.
Edward J. Nara.

~From the Bishop ~
clergy attire. But the Finnish clergy are joined by
the Icelandic and Danish Bishops who sported the
ruffled collar so often seen in 16th century
paintings. After sharing with the Icelandic Bishop
that he looked like a painting (he laughed,
thankfully), he said that the collar was a beloved
mark of the office and he did not foresee that his
church would dispense with it.

Dear Sisters and
Brothers in Christ,
In February, I was asked by
the Presiding Bishop,
Elizabeth Eaton, to represent
her at the consecration of the
new Bishop of Espoo, Finland.
The Rev. Kaisamari Hintikki had been elected,
calling her out of her position at the Lutheran
World Federation to serve the diocese of Espoo,
just outside of Helsinki. Of course, I said yes. I
was very honored as I would be
representing not only my
church, and my country, but
also, I learned, my sex, as
there were no other female
bishops in Finland and Rev.
Hintikki wanted to have at least
one woman bishop involved in
blessing her future efforts.

On the one hand, there was the beautiful
pageantry of the event. Ornate and colorful robes
with gold thread, symbols of the office on full
display. But on the other hand, I do believe any
person with no connection to the church would
have found the copes and mitres to be one more
thing that they do not understand. The finery was
fashion from 500 and more years ago, preserved
and unchanging. Most of us have wardrobes that
see something new every few years at least. I saw
a church that can’t even let go of its 500-year-old
stylings. What else can’t it let go of?
Folks in the U.P. have cherished a 100-year-old
language preserving the Finnish of their grandparents and great grandparents. Yet, people in
Finland do not recognize the Finnish that is spoken
here. What some cherish as “traditional” has faded
and disappeared in current Finnish customs and
culture. It’s a curious phenomenon and it has me
thinking about what the church strives to preserve
while the rest of the world has simply moved on, to
the point where there’s a gap, a chasm even,
between what is meaningful in the church, and
what is meaningful to the people that the church
wants to reach.

The festivities began on Saturday morning with a
full rehearsal of the installation. Bishops and
friends from all over the world were present.
Representatives from Iceland, Denmark, Sweden,
Hungary, Norway, Scotland, Namibia, and
Jerusalem were joined by Lutheran World
Federation guests. It was truly an international
event that would be broadcast on national
television. It was a wonderful trip. But I write this,
not just to give you an overview of the highlights,
but to share with you some observations and
wonderings about who we are as church.

We proclaim Christ crucified and risen!
The rest, the rest….we need to be careful, I think,
not to preserve ruffled collars or two-tab collars or
any given tradition at the expense of what truly
matters, which is the message of the gospel to
those we have been sent to reach. This is my takeaway from my short time in Finland. While
thoroughly enjoying the festivities and feeling
incredibly honored to participate, I was mindful of
the disconnect, the gap, between our historical
traditions and the challenge to reach those who
have no historical context of the church. The
gospel is central and must remain so.

As the Bishops donned mitres and copes for the
auspicious occasion, I noticed several things: one
being the Finnish clergy all wore the two-tab collar
that I had seen in old pictures of former clergy on
many Finnish heritage church walls in the NGLS.
What I took to be a 100-year-old fashion tradition
continued to be alive and well in current Finnish

May the Spirit guide us into our future as we seek
to be faithful to the proclamation of the gospel
message.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan
14

Kid’s Activity
Corner

ASCENSION OF jESUS

15

