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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER 
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the  

Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America” 

“He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  Even youths will faint and be 
weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint.”  (Isaiah 40:29-31) 

I have to admit that there are times when my mind jumps from one thought to another in such a way that by the time I 
get to my destination, I have woven a path worthy of young Billy from the Family Circus comic.   

That’s how I found myself  on an interesting path as I wondered about what to write for this month.  It all started out 
when a robin began building her nest right outside our front door.  That led to wondering about the lives of birds in 
general and since we have a number of bird feeders outside, I get to do some observation as well. 

I was watching them fly back and forth when I saw an eagle rising over the crest of the ridge here in Mass City.  What 
an amazing site!  To see an eagle soaring majestically and gracefully across the sky is one of the most inspiring sights 
in nature because, after all, many of us want to soar like an eagle in life. 

But then I wondered just how they get to that point?  How do they learn to soar?  Do they just know, or is there some 
process involved?  It was during my wondering that I came across this article that said that there is a particular species 
of eagle which builds its nest high up on the face of a cliff overlooking the sea.  In this nest the eagle chick is hatched 
and spends its first days watching its mother come and go, collecting food and bringing it back. 

One day mom decides it’s time her chicks learned to fly.  It didn’t say how she knows, so I’m assuming it’s a mom 
thing like how they always knew when you were getting into the cookies even though you had just thought about it, 
but didn’t actually do it yet.  See what I mean about strange paths?  But anyway, back to the flying thing. 

You know how she does it? She forces her way right into the nest and then pushes her chicks out. The chick starts 
plummeting down the cliff-face, terrified, shocked, heart racing, aware that death is just seconds away.  And then 
something amazing happens. The chick instinctively stretches out the wings it never knew it had, the plummet 
becomes a fall, then a gentle rise.  Soon the chick is soaring like its mother. 

It’s in that split second of terrifying danger that the chick comes face to face with itself, and face to face with wider 
reality.  In that terrifying moments the chick discovers what it is.  And without that terrifying moment it will never 
learn to soar. 

How many of those moments have you had in your life?  Those times that you don’t like to talk about, but fully 
understand the impact they’ve had on your life; those times that have made you who you are.  Those eagle chicks I 
read about seem to come out all right in spite of the very real danger they faced, but people aren’t eagle chicks now 
are they?   

There are times when we find ourselves falling and instead of soaring away majestically, we smack the ground hard 
enough to bounce a couple of times.  Yet whether we soar or we hit the ground, brick wall or other painful object; in 
that moment we can still discover who we are—we are a child of God, and in that identity we gain a power, a strength 
that enables us not only to soar, but to get up and keep trying when we do smack into life.  And in those times when 
we feel that the power is gone and the strength has faded, our identity doesn’t change and it’s in those times that God 
comes closest to us and will often provide another child of God or even several, to be with us and to lean on as we 
strive to stand up once again.  

What an amazing truth about the power of God and the love that God’s children have for one another; and it all began 
with a bird’s nest outside our front door.  A strange path indeed; and one that little Billy would be proud of.  So go  
and live life on whatever convoluted path God has called you to; knowing that whether you soar high or smack the 
ground on occasion, you are always a strong and blessed child of God and you are never alone.  And who knows, you 
may even be the one God calls to help pick up someone else when they need it too. 



 

 

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish—January 2019 
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - June 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am 
 

First Lutheran 6pm 

3 
Church Office   
Hours 
Siloa Noon-4pm 
 

Bible Study@ 
Siloa House -  
11 AM 
 
 
 

4 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 

St. Paul’s 
Council 
Meeting  7pm 

5 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

 
Quilting 10 am 
@ St. Paul’s 
 

 

6 

Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
North  Country 
Quilters @ Siloa 
9:30a.m.-4:00p.m. 
 

St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

7 
Siloa Women’s 
Rummage Sale: 
9:00am-4:00pm 
 

1 
 
 
       8 
Siloa Women’s 

Rummage 
Sale 

9:00am-Noon 
 

9  Worship  with 
     Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 
 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am 
MALARIA NET  
Fellowship after 
worship 
 

First Lutheran 6pm 

10 
Church Office   
Hours 
Siloa Noon-4pm 
 
Bible Study@ 
Siloa House–11am 
 

Siloa Council 
Meeting  4pm 
 

11 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 

 

12 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

 
Quilting 10 am 
@ St. Paul’s 
 

 

13 

Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
North  Country 
Quilters @ Siloa 
9:30 a.m. 
 

St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

14 
 

15 

16 
Parish-Wide 
Event 
@ St. Paul’s 
 

Brunch 9am 
Meet & Greet 
Fortune Lake 
Team 
 

Worship  with 
Communion  
10:30am 
 

17 

Church Office   
Hours 
Siloa Noon-4pm 
 

Bible Study@ 
Siloa House–11am 
 

Siloa Prayer 
Shawl Knitters  
Siloa House–1pm 

18 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 

VFW Meeting @ 
St. Paul’s 4pm 
 

 

19 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

NO QUILTING 
 

20 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 

 
St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

21 

VBS  
9am—noon 
Closing 
Program 
at Noon 
with 
Fellowship 
@ St. Paul’s 

22 

23 
Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am 
 

First Lutheran 6pm 

24 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa Noon-4pm 
 

Bible Study@ 
Siloa House–11am 
 

COMMUNITY 
MEAL @St. Paul’s 
3-6pm 

25 
Church Office 
Hours 
Siloa  Noon-4pm 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s  9-3 
 

 
Quilting  10 am 
@ St. Paul’s 4pm 
 

 

27 
Church Office 
Hours 
St. Paul’s 9-Noon 
 
 

St. Paul’s Bible 
Study  7pm 

28 29 

30 
Worship  with 
Communion 
Pastor Jay Welshonse 
 

Siloa—9am 
Radio  
Broadcast Y101 
 

St. Paul’s 10:30 am 
 

First Lutheran 6pm 

      

 

Northern Lights 
 Lutheran  Parish 

 

Member of the Congregations 
of the Northern Great Lakes 

Synod of the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 
in Ameri- ca. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Synod Web Address: 
www.nglsynod.org 
or ELCA Website: 

 

Community Vacation Bible School - St. Paul’s  9am—3pm 

RUMMAGE 

Siloa 
Lutheran 
Church 

9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

Flag Day 



 

Mondays & Tuesdays: 
Church Office Hours:  

12:00 to 4:00 pm 
 

Mondays: 
Bible Study 11:00 am 

 Siloa House  
****************************** 

Prayer Shawl Knitters  
 

are meeting on Monday, June 17
th
 at 1:00 

p.m. at Siloa House.  As of March 7, 2019 
we have made 306 prayer shawls! 
 

Anyone who likes to knit or wants to learn 
how—both women and men—is welcome 
to join us.  Our ministry is open to all, 
beginner or expert.    
 

If you know of someone who is in need of 
comfort from illness, loneliness, who is 
grieving, or of someone who is, or will be, 
celebrating a new life or any other 
wonderful event, please contact  Lori at 
884-2513.  You can also sign up for a 
prayer shawl on the register found in the 
rear pew of church; be sure to date your 
request and provide the reason/occasion 
for the shawl. 
 

****************************** 

The North Country Quilters  
 

meet every 1st and third Thursday of  
each month in the church basement. 

 

Siloa Lutheran Church Council 
Officers 

President - Bruce Johanson 
Vice President -  Bill Miller  

Secretary - Lori Hartzell 
 

Council Members 

Vikki James 
Gunnard Kyllonen  

Lynn Sorenson  
Frank Wardynski 

 
Treasurer - Karen Flink 

Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford 

 
Parish Representatives 

Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind 

Radio Broadcast Y101.1 
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 Would you like to sponsor a Sunday 

radio broadcast? If so, the cost is $30 and 

you can mail your check to: 
 

Siloa Lutheran Church 

218 E. River Street 

Ontonagon, MI  49953 
 

Please include the date on which you would like to  

sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the following: 

In Memory of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other 

appropriate request.   
 

If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office at 

906-884-2655. 
 

Recent sponsors have included: 
 

5/12—Karen Flink in honor of all mothers 

5/19—Lori Hartzell in memory of husband Tom’s 80th birthday 

5/26—Lee & Verna Johnson in memory of Margaret Martin 

6/2—Ellen Burgess to the Glory of God! 

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

The Women met on Thursday, May 
2

nd.  
The Women raised $903.10 at its 

Pie Social & Bake Sale on May 4 
and donated $500 of the proceeds to 
the lift chair fundraiser.  They 

discussed the June 7-8 rummage sale. The next 
meeting will be on June 6

th
.  

 

****************************************************** 

Coins for Outreach 
From now till the end of June, 
the loose change placed in the 
collection plate will be donated 
to World Hunger collection.  
 

******************************************************* 

Monday Bible Study  
at 11:00 a.m. at Siloa House 

 

Join us for a lively discussion of the Books 
of the Apocrypha, now focusing on the 
books of the Maccabees. 

 

Siloa’s Church Council will meet 

on Monday, June 10th at 4pm  



 

Help WOAS - FM 88.5  
turn Green  by  
donating used  
cartridges (Inkjet &  
Laser jet) for  
RECYCLING 
Items can be dropped  
off at the OASD office  
or the Ontonagon  
Township Library.  

 
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup  
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at 

 

ken@oasd.k12.mi.us 

 

JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY 

Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon 
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, 

Your Sound Choice in  

Ontonagon Country. 

We no longer have an outlet to  recycle 
cell phones, but we are working on it! 

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY 

will meet this month on the 4th Monday– June 24
th 

(because of Vacation Bible School beginning on the 17
th
) 

Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main   en-
trée,  wonderful sides and mouth-watering des-

serts. We served 153 meals in May! 
THERE IS NO CHARGE & ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Take out is available; deliveries can be arranged for those 
who are ill or housebound.  Call 883-3602 for deliveries. 
 

We wish to acknowledge all those who work so hard to 
make this meal happen—head chef, Penny Maki who 
devises the delicious menus each month and volunteers 
who help prep, cook, set up, serve, deliver and clean up:  
Kay & Jaylynn Pragacz,  Pat Blair, Fern Malila, Laura & 
Don Rowley, Nancy Bowman, Jim Michie, Kay Lukkari, 
Jim Waters, Mike & Denise Laakko, Cheryl Coffey,  Rick 

Saari, Darren Lukkari, Tom Maki, Connie & Shelly King, Mary Ellen & 
Steve Perkins and Rory LaBine.  (Editor’s note: Apologies to any I missed; 
I only found three sign-in sheets….) 

Simple Gifts  
 
Loose coins placed 
in St. Paul’s offering plates are set 
aside to help those in our 
community who may need a little 
extra support to meet their 
expenses of daily living—including 
food, clothes and  utilities.  When 
donations reach $100 a check gets 
sent to St. Vincent DePaul—
Ontonagon. Since April 2007 we 
have collected $8,063.81.  

Quilters at St. Paul’s  
meet each Wednesday at 
10am in the basement.  You 
need not be an expert; we can 
show you how to get started! 

 

We take a break for lunch, so 
you are invited to bring a bag 
lunch or a dish to share. 
 
During the summer months, 
attendance is sporadic, so 

call ahead to find out if 
anyone will be there. 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY AT ST. PAUL’S 

Join us for our weeknight Bible study  
on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  We enjoy 
reading and a lively discussion over 
coffee. 

St. Paul’s Council meets on 
Tuesday, June 4th at 7pm. 

MALARIA NET MINISTRY 
Thank you for your generous support at our fellowship 
fundraisers. In May we raised $122, which brings our total 
since  Fall 2008 to $24,427 for malaria nets and health care in 
eastern and coastal Tanzania!  

This month’s fellowship is on Sunday,  June 9th.  
BWANA ASIFIWE!  PRAISE THE LORD! 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council 

Officers 

Ken Raisanen—President 
Pastor Jay Welshonse—Vice President 

Fern Malila—Secretary 
 

Council Members 

Bill Anttila 
Pat Blair 

Mel Carlson 
Wendy Claus 

Al Kaikko 
Darlene Marczak 

Rick Saari 
 

Treasurer—Janice Lukkari 
Financial Secretary—Sandy Uotila 

 

Parish Representatives 

Pat Blair and Wendy Claus 

St. Paul’s & First 
Announcements 



 

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org 
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office 

Please Remember in Your Prayers: 
 

Walt Lukkarila, Ashley Huotari Yaklyvich, John Maloney, 
Esther Kieranen, Mary Hokkanen, Laurie Hiltunen, 
Michael Olson, Ed Hulkonen, Bruce Williams, Vonda 

Lukkari, Terry Bagazin, Bernice Huotari, Michael LaFoille, Amber 
Morio, Carmel McCarthy, Connie Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, Dan 
Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Nicholas Derenzo, Bonnie Buchanan, Isak 
Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Don Olson, Sigrid Bonnetti, 
Margy Byrnes, Jan Behr, Ellen Smith, Rodney Flink, Sharon Haarala, 
Randy Trasti, Jean Lind, Sophia Larson, John Statler, Joshua 
Sullivan, Levi Bateman, Lori Wardynski, Kris Boulden and Elaine 
Laity 
 

Please Remember the Families of: Davis Ahola, Michael Miilu, 
Peggy Tarnowski, June Tredeau, Michael Laurich, Robert Anderson, 
Joyce Winberg, Marilyn Hokkanen, Beatrice Miilu, Karen Plutchak, 
Dale Koski, Rita Saari, Arthur Neuman, Marie Broemer, David 
Alapert, Doug Filppula, Ted Raisanen, Elvie Mannikko, Einard 
Mannikko, Gerald Platzke, Virginia Taeger, Dave Distel, John 
Townsend, Donna Kuehn, Mary Kay Masters, Waino Niva and 
Margaret Martin  
 

Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Victoria Beck, Edna Trasti, 
Joyce Leppanen, Jerry Hokkanen, Robert & Donna Store 
Long-term Care Facility-Wausau, WI: Dean Store 
Bayside Village-L’Anse: Dale Koski, William Rantala 
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing:  Shirley Lescelius 
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander 
Omega House-Houghton: Irving Olson 
Westgate Living Community-Ironwood: Marcia Pietila and Jim 
Ninefeldt 
Home Bound: Alvin Kaurala and Bertha Peterson 

 

In the Service: 
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James 
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle 
LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, 
Jared Kemppainen,  Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett 
Hartzell,  J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, Dustin Brand, Anthony 
Miller, Lane Taylor and their families. 
 

The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania. 
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please Let Us Know…if you or a 
loved one is sick, in the hospital, 
homebound, or in need of pastoral 
care; do not assume that someone 
else has already told us.  Also alert 
us when someone can be removed 
from the list. 
 

Call the Siloa or St. Paul church office 
(please leave a message if there is no      
answer), contact a church member or    
Pastor Jay, send an email, or just leave a 
note in the offering plate.   

 

Contact information and  telephone  numbers  
 are located on the front of this newsletter.  

              JUNEJUNE 
          Birthdays & Anniversaries* 
 

 

  1.  Gerry & Sonja Niemi * 
        Jim & Mary Michie * 
        Joshua Fultz 
  3.   Lisa Saatio 
        Spero & Jan Behr * 
  4.   Pastor Jay & Diana Welshonse * 
  5.   Gunnard Kyllonen 
  6.   Myrt Johnson 
  7.   Heather Carlson 
 10.  Eino & Kris Miilu * 
 11.  Kris Miilu 
        Wendy Claus 
 12.  Pastor Jay Welshonse 
         Irving Olson 
 14.  Bob Claus 
 17.  Nicole Corey 
        Susie Ruth Shumaker 
 18.  Norman & Mari Durham * 
        Mel & Chris Carlson *  
        Jerry & Mary Roehm * 
 20.  Tanya Waltanen 
 22.  Alyssa Manninen 
        Carol Lukkari 
 23.  Max Gourneau 
        Michael Saari 
 25.  David & Pattie Corey * 
 26.  Bruce & Roberta Johanson *    

                  Have a Blessed Day and a 
Happy Upcoming Year!! 



 

A View from the Pew:  My Walk with God 
 
 
 by Bruce Johanson 

I 
 was raised in a very traditional home. Dad 
worked for the railroad and Mother was a full 
time home maker. Dad  was not a spiritual 

person...that is, he did not go about wearing his 
religion on his sleeve. He was fond of quoting 1 
Thess. 5:22 and the impossibility of following this 
was something of a family joke...but Dad was 
serous. He was born in Norway,  baptized in the 
State Church of Norway and brought to the 
United States at the age of 2. His father was 
“Broder Bondet, “ or Lutheran Breathren, a sort 
of off-shoot of the old Hauge movement.  Mother 
was raised on a farm in northern Minnesota. Her 
parents were both Norwegian and she learned 
her catechism in that language. She was a 
“natural” on a keyboard, and started playing 
organ at age six, and never could read a note!  
 

When I was growing up, Sunday School 
attendance was just assumed, and when we 
were a bit older, the Saturday morning sessions 
of “reading for the minister” (confirmation 
instruction) were mandatory. My two older 
brothers and I all got the same treatment. A part 
of this regimen, in our congregation, included 
membership in Luther League and other youth 
activities. In those days, we were literally brought 
up and nurtured in the faith. 
 

I can’t say that there ever was a time when 
lightning struck or I had a saving moment.  Some 
of the kids I went to school with claimed to have 
had the emotional experience of “being saved” 
and for a time I got involved with the Youth for 
Christ movement in high school which 
emphasized the “born again” experience but in 
my stoic upbringing such emotionalism was not 
acceptable. I also noticed that many of those 
“saved” kids didn’t stay saved. They were 
referred to as back-sliders. 
 

Don’t get me wrong. From my earliest childhood, 
God was always there, although at times He was 
a frowning, judgmental entity that looked 
down  from the heavens with disfavor on us sinful 
unworthy beings far below. In studying the 
Catechism each of the 10 Commandments 
began with the admonition,  “We should fear and 
love God, so that......”  Notice FEAR came before 
Love? 
 

 

In high school, I came to carrying a copy of the 
RSV New Testament in my pocket and was  
chosen chaplain of our high school choir.  Yes, on 
Monday afternoons, I was expected to start the 
week of rehearsals with a short meditation. We 
were actually allowed to talk about God in the 
public schools in that day...imagine that! 
 

I can’t set a time when I first felt a call to some 
form of ministry. I did a bit of preaching in high 
school and worked  
as a camp counselor at the Lake Vermilion 
Lutheran Bible Camp. I felt a call, but God was 
obviously calling me somewhere else. 
Sometimes, like the Israelites, we have to spend 
some time wandering in the wilderness first. 
 

My life’s partner, Roberta, and I attended high 
school together. We started dating as seniors and 
she stuck with me as I struggled through 4 years 
at the University of Minnesota, Duluth. While at 
the university, I was hired as a choir director at 
the Hillside Methodist Church in Duluth, and 
Roberta and I became the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship leaders. I was amazed to discover, 
after my exclusive Lutheran upbringing, that 
Methodists were also people of God!  Roberta 
and I were married by the Methodist pastor 
of  that congregation a week before we left for my 
first teaching position in Montana. We  were one 
of three couples in our high school graduating 
class that married...and all three couples are still 
together too! 
 

After  a year “in exile” from Lake Superior,  I 
accepted a job, which had been offered to  me a 
year before, as the music teacher at Mass, 
Michigan. We purchased a mobile home and took 
up residence in the Village of Ontonagon in 1966. 
I worked at the old Mass-Greenland High School 
that summer but I was soon notified that I was 
now the Band and Choral Director at the 
Ontonagon Schools. The Greenland Twp. School 
had been annexed to the Ontonagon 
Twp.  Schools and would soon be one District, 
joined with the Roger Clark  School Dist. of 
Rockland. I continued to drive  down to Mass 
(City) two afternoons a week to keep the band 
and chorus programs alive. 
 

 
(cont. on page 7) 



 

(cont. from page 6, My Walk with God) 
 

Roberta and I became a part of the Siloa 
congregation, and a few months later, our older 
daughter Lori, was baptized by Pastor Rene 
McShane at Siloa. Daughter number two, 
Linda,  was baptized two years later by an interim 
Pastor of Siloa.  I was asked to direct the choir, 
which I did, off and on for several years, and for a 
year, we actually had a joint choir with St. Paul 
LCMS of Ontonagon and would sing at worship 
services on alternate Sundays, however, 
disappointingly, we of Siloa were not invited to 
Holy Communion. 
 

After retiring from teaching, I started a new career 
in what some have called “Yellow Journalism” at 
the Ontonagon Herald, and Roberta worked first 
at Syl’s Restaurant and then spent over 35 years 
as a Dental Assistant for Dr. Robert Johnson, 
DDS.  
In  2012, I learned of the opportunity to take up a 
course of study at the Lutheran Lay School for 
Mission. I had intended to do one course on 
music and worship, but I sat in on the second 
class later in the evening and I got more involved. 
After 2 ½ years, I received a certificate of 
completion in 2015.  The course of study was 
quite comprehensive, and I found it very 
engaging. The courses a full range of Bible study, 
preaching, and the use of the Means of Grace.  At 
last, I saw a real role in lay leadership in the 
Church.  
 

What of the search for being “saved?”  Think of it 
as charging a battery. You can jump start a car, 
but to get a lasting effect, a slow, steady charge is 
best. The realization of God’s presence grows 
gradually as one goes through life. Faith is built 
while experiencing what life offers, and that 
includes community involvement as well as active 
church membership, and through that will come 
the realization that we have already, as some put 
it, been ”saved.”  
 

To me, God is not that scowling vengeful Being 
upon that throne in the sky. God dwells here 
among us; once in human form, but now as a 
Spirit.  My God is a constant companion to me 
here in this life and I can talk, one-on-one, with 
God at any time. I am reminded of the words of  a 
hymn by Latvian pianist, Austros Wihtol (1889-
1974): 

 

 

My God and I go in the fields together, 

We walk and talk as good friends should and do; 

We clasp our hands, our voices ring with laughter– 

My God and I walk through the meadow’s hue. 

 

My God and I will go for aye together, 

We’ll walk and talk, and jest as good friends do; 

This earth will pass, and with it common trifles 

But God and I will go unendingly. 

 

A View from the Pew is a forum for all our 
congregational members.  We invite you 
to submit your essays, memories, 
opinions, concerns, suggestions, 
poetry—anything.  You can mail them in 
to the Parish Office at P.O. Box 9, Mass 
City, MI 49948, or send them via email to 
nllp@jamadots.com. 
 

The Silver Trumpet  also welcomes 
submissions of favorite recipes, 
photographs, drawings, jokes—whatever 
you’d like to share with your fellow 
parishioners.   



 

  FromFromFrom   the Archives the Archives the Archives of St. Paul’sof St. Paul’sof St. Paul’s 
                                                             For the next few months, we’ll be running a series of articles on the history of St. Paul’s  
                                                        Lutheran Church, compiled by The History Committee of St. Paul’s 1976 Diamond Jubilee  
                                                        based on the history in St. Paul’s 1951 Golden Jubilee booklet, a review of meeting minutes, 
                                                        and an assortment of personal recollections.  From out of the past, toward the new dawn…. 

I n July 1951 the St. Paul’s congregation observed its 
Golden Jubilee year with a celebration in word and  song, 

and former pastors Viljo Puotinen and Edward Isaac  as guest 
speakers. A jubilee booklet was published providing  highlights 
of the first fifty years as recorded by Mr. Charles Nara at that 
time. 
 

Mass-Wainola Parish 
     When the Kyro parish was formed in 1925 as a separate 
entity, the Mass-Wainola parish was organized. For many years 
it consisted of nine congregations and preaching stations: Mass, 
Wainola, Greenland, Simar, Firesteel, Woodspur, Green, East 
Branch, and Winona. Modern transportation, the reduced need 
for services in the Finnish language and the movement of rural 
people into other areas reduced this large parish to three in 
number: Mass, Wainola and Winona. The Firesteel congregation 
was consolidated with Mass in February 1957, and the Green 
congregation severed its ties in January 1964. In the early years 
the work of the congregation was carried on entirely in the 
Finnish language, developing into a bi-lingual ministry as the 
need became apparent in the early 1930s, and pastors were 
able to function in both languages. Council meetings were 
recorded in Finnish until February 1955, and congregational 
meetings were recorded in Finnish until April 1958—the change 
being necessitated by the fact that congregational secretaries 
could no longer write an adequate Finnish! 
 

Sanctuary Improvements 
     Many improvements have been made to the church through 
the years, a major project being completed in 1941 while Alex 
Tamminen was pastor. The oak pews which still fill the 
sanctuary were obtained in 1948 through major fundraising 
efforts of the Bethany Guild.  While Arvo Niskanen was our 
pastor, the church was enhanced through the installation of new 
carpeting and the use of liturgical colors was begun with the 
making of the paraments.   
 

Parsonage and Parish Hall 
     Economic woes brought on by a major copper strike and a 
major war frustrated the dreams of the pioneer congregation for 
a parsonage. Finally in 1927 after many years of fundraising 
activity, the dream became a reality, and the former Scott family 
home became the parsonage during the pastorate of Antti 
Karlin. The parsonage was dedicated on September 18, 1927 by 
Synod president A. Haapanen, and continued to serve for many 
years as the pastoral residence.  Many improvements and 
modernizations were made to the home through the years.  
 

     In the early 1930s during the pastorate of E.J. Isaac, the  

congregation bought a building which had formerly  
housed the Mass Mining Company hospital. It was moved 
to the site next to the church where it served for many 
years as a parish hall.  
 

     By the January 1955 annual meeting of the 
congregation it became apparent that the parish hall had 
become quite inadequate for the social activities of the 
congregation, particularly due to the larger Sunday School 
enrollments. A decision was made to offer it for sale to the 
highest bidder and proceed with the construction of a 
basement under the church. Council meetings during this 
year detail the many concerns that had to be met with this 
major project, not the least of which was the financial 
obligation of $12,000.  Mr. John Makinen, a local 
contractor, was hired as job supervisor, and he was 
assisted by a volunteer force of congregation men, 
including our pastor, W.I. Ylonen. This addition had 
immeasurable value, not only in terms of the efforts of 
dedicated people, but also in the comfort and convenience 
it provided.  Because we were without a resident pastor for 
a year, dedication services were delayed until January 13, 
1957, with Dr. Raymond Wargelin, Synod president, and 
our new pastor, Reuben Ahlskog, present. 
 

     When the need for major costly repairs on the 
parsonage became apparent, the congregation’s thoughts 
were directed toward building a new modern parsonage. 
Action began at the annual meeting of January 1959 when 
the church council was authorized to select and purchase 
suitable lots and make a study of styles and costs of a 
new home. When a suitable lot became available adjacent 
to the church, a congregational meeting in June 1959 
approved the purchase and a unanimous vote was cast on 
August 25, 1959 to build a new parsonage at an 
approximate cost of $20,000.  Necessary committees 
were appointed and the contract was let to Sironen 
Brothers in the fall of 1959. Once again, meeting minutes 
of that busy year indicate the varied details managed by 
the church council and the various committees, including a 
one-third interest in a well, the financial obligations and 
also disposal of the old parsonage.  
 

     These were days of joy and gladness when a dream of 
many years was finally realized of providing our pastoral 
family with a comfortable, spacious, modern home. Pastor 
Ahlskog and his family moved into the new parsonage in 
the spring of 1960. 



 

Siloa Women’s Pie Social & Bake Sale 
 

It’s easy to see how the ladies netted a record $903.10! Attendees enjoyed wonderful fellowship with 
friends and neighbors and a large array of tasty pies, baked goods and jam.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos submitted by Nancy Adams 

Shop at our Rummage Sale: Friday, June 7th, 9am-4pm & Saturday, June 8th, 9am-Noon 
 

Congratulations to 
Siloa’s Graduates! 
 
During worship on Sunday May 19th  
Siloa honored its high school 
graduates with a Graduation Litany.  
We pray that God will continue to 
bless these young people as they 
continue on life’s journey. 
Pictured here with Pastor Jay are 
graduates Holly Wardynski, Neil 
Bradley, Abby Ollila and Bradley 
Myhren. 



 

Congratulations to  
St. Paul’s Graduates 

2019 graduates Noah Kaarto and Rory LaBine were honored on Sunday, May 19
th
 during St. Paul’s 

worship service which featured a Graduation Litany and the award of the R. Matthew Ahlskog 

scholarship to both young men, who were deemed equally worthy recipients of the annual prize.  

Afterwards the congregation offered their felicitations at a cake reception. 

God’s blessing on Noah and Rory as they travel their future pathways. 

  
   St. Paul's  

   Cleans Up  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church (ELCA) of Mass City, MI recently adopted a two mile the stretch of M-
26  that passes through the heart of Mass City from the 'Greenland 'Y'' to a point a mile west of town.   
 

The group's first pick up netted 15 bags of trash, two tires, a muffler, numerous campaign signs from 
the last election, a long length of hydraulic hose,  and an assortment of many non-returnable drink 
containers.  The group gathered for a short safety meeting over coffee at 10 am. and reassembled at 
the church a little after noon for a lunch.   Thank you to those who came to help! The next pick up is 
slated for the third week of July.  We will be mindful of the warmer weather and try to schedule it for a 
cooler day.  Certainly anyone with health problems relating to heat can wait and be part of the final 
pick up of the year that will be held in late September. 
 

Submitted by Ken Raisanen 

(l-r) Ken Raisanen, Pat Blair, Christine Raisanen, Rick Saari, Marci 
Roberts, Ken Roberts, Penny Maki, Wayne Niemi, Darlene Marczak, 
and Fern Malila. 



 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE ADVENTURES YEAR-END PICNIC 

The Wednesday Bible Adventures year 
end picnic was held on  Wednesday, May 
1st.  The Adventurers had a hamburger 
lunch with all the trimmings and played a 
couple of games that included a lot of 
hopping around and the chasing of multi-
colored plastic balls.  Many thanks to the 
adult helpers and of course to all of the 
WBA kids for making the sixth year of 
the program a lot of fun.  

  

Submitted by Ken Raisanen 

 

But the fun doesn’t end… 

 

You Are Invited… 

  

  

  

  

to Vacation Bible School 
Monday - Thursday, June 17 - 20 

9:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m. 

VBS Closing: Friday, June 21 

9:00-Noon;  Program at Noon 

at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

1409 Ridge Avenue 

Mass City, MI 49948 

All are welcome; invite your friends! 

Watch for your registration letter. 

Call 883-3602 for more information 

… to meet and greet 
the Fortune Lake 

VBS Team 
at a Parish-Wide 

Event at St. Paul’s 
on Sunday, June 16th 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us for a Brunch  
at 9:00 a.m.  

followed by Worship 
with Communion at 

10:30 a.m. 



 

~From the Bishop ~ 

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Every spring, your congregation sends two or 

more members to attend the Synod Assembly on 

behalf of your congregation.  Every year, we as 

congregations joined together in ministry gather 

together to learn, worship, network, celebrate, 

discern, discuss, and remember that we are the 

body of Christ together.   

This is no small thing.   

So often it seems there is a temptation to get 

overwhelmed with the demands of ministry in our 

own setting.  We can get bogged down in the 

details.  The mail keeps coming, the bills need to 

get paid, there are the continual challenges of 

finding volunteers, getting acolytes, arranging for 

funerals, attending to relationships, navigating 

opinions and personalities, scheduling activities 

around school and community calendars…I could 

go on and on. 

 Yet each one of our congregations is not an 

island unto itself.  You are in partnership with 

neighboring ELCA congregations and ecumenical 

churches. You are connected to 79 other ELCA 

congregations in your Synod.  In terms of the 

Body of Christ, you might consider yourself a toe, 

or a finger, or an elbow.  Together as a Synod, 

when we think of all 80 congregations as 

connected, then we might be a whole arm with a 

hand, or perhaps a leg with a foot attached. 

Even as we consider the whole ELCA together, 

we are still not a complete body, as the Church 

also includes Presbyterians, 

Roman Catholics, Methodists, 

Episcopalians, and on and on. 

Together we are the Church on 

earth and the body of Christ in 

world.  

 

 

The gifts he gave were that 
some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ,…      
                                   ~ Ephesians 4:8 

Catholics, Methodists, Episcopalians, and on and 

on. Together we are the Church on earth and the 

body of Christ in world.    

So this work we do, the mission we strive to 

accomplish, is not just about what your church 

does in your community.  The World is a big place, 

and God so loved it all, so our efforts are not 

exclusively local or global, but rather both. 

So that is where the Synod expression of the 

Church and the global expression of the Church 

come in very handy.  Such expressions enable us 

to be faithful in our efforts, both locally and globally 

as these expressions provide the opportunity for 

each congregation to participate in mission and a 

purpose that is bigger than any one congregation 

or any singular community.  

You are faithful to our wider mission with every gift 

of Mission Support that you send to the Synod.  

Your Synod bookkeeper, Betsy Koski, then 

continues that faithfulness by sending a portion of 

what you have sent on to the churchwide 

expression of the ELCA.  

The percentage of that portion is one of the 

decisions that the Synod Assembly made as we 

sought to be faithful, not only to the mission and 

ministry here in the Northern Great Lakes, but also 

the wider and bigger impact we can have as the 

ELCA together.  

The Synod Assembly is one way that we seek to 

Equip the Saints for Ministry.  Those who attended 

returned to your congregation with stories of how 

our work together is building up the body of Christ, 

not only here, but across the Church and 

throughout the world.  They returned to you with 

ideas, new knowledge, and a deeper 

understanding of what it is that we strive to do 

together that has greater purpose and broader 

possibilities.   

I pray that the people you sent found meaning and 

joy in the time spent with other Northern Great 

Lakes Synod Lutherans.  And perhaps next year, it 

will be your turn. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bishop Katherine Finegan 



 

 

Kid’s Activity 
Corner 

 

Day of Pentecost 
Jesus casts out demons 

into a herd of swine 

Maze of the Holy Trinity 


