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But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind appeared, he saved us—not by works
of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy—through the washing of regeneration and
renewal by the Holy Spirit. He poured out his Spirit on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior
so that, having been justified by his grace, we may become heirs with the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4-7 CSB)
Sometimes it’s fun to get dirty. For example; during our recent VBS week, the
Fortune Lake team was treated to dinner at the Parkview Lodge. Now, dinner was
fun, but that’s wasn’t the getting dirty part (although when you involve all you can
eat wings, it can get a little messy). How we got there, was another story.
You see, it had been decided that all involved would travel to our destination via the
Bill Nichols trail. Yes, I said trail, as in we got there in a couple of side by side
vehicles. Starting to see the part about getting dirty?
By the time we arrived, the people in the front vehicle were a little dusty, but not too bad. Those of us in the second
vehicle were a bit more so even though we hung back a little to let the trail dust settle. Everyone had a nice time, but
before we could even think about eating, a little cleanup was in order. The trip back, however, was a bit more
‘interesting.’
Determined not to end up in the same situation as before, we stated such to the other driver and the next thing we saw
was her tail-lights zipping across the parking lot. For the next several miles we were enveloped in a thick cloud of
dust as we attempted to better our fellow traveler and her passenger. Of course, one of the problems with that tactic is
you can’t see the various bumps, ruts and potholes until you’re already bouncing over, or through them. But even
with the coughing, bouncing, I can’t see a thing experience—our passengers couldn’t stop laughing and having fun.
We did finally manage to pass them, intent that they could ‘eat our dust’ for a little while; but they took a bit more
cautious path and stayed far enough back to avoid what we so cheerfully wanted to share with them. In fact, they
were far enough behind us at one point that our two passengers were able to jump out and ensure a turtle wouldn’t be
caught in the middle of the trail.
To say that once we arrived back in town we were a little dirty might be an understatement—we were downright
filthy. All of us knew that the first order of business was a shower. Getting dirty may have been fun, but there was
no way we were going to be able to do anything else until we got cleaned up. And for anyone who has ever been that
dirty; that clean, fresh feeling you get afterwards is simply amazing.
We had fun. But would we do it again? Yes and no. I have no doubt we would take such a trip again and even go
bouncing down the trail in the same manner. But would we willing envelope ourselves in that cloud of dust again? I
seriously doubt it. Getting dirty might be fun, but when you look at the cost; the grit in your eyes and mouth, the mud
in your nose, and the dust and sand in uncomfortable places you never thought it would ever be; you start to think
about ways to have just as much fun without getting so dirty.
All of this goes for the rest of our lives as well; we might not always get physically dirty, but we do get spiritually
dirty. I’m not saying we should never have any fun; but that our fun shouldn’t require us to dirty up our spiritual
selves either. And yes, this spiritual dirt that we also call sin can get into the parts of our lives we never thought it
could, and once there; it can be very uncomfortable.
So what do we do? As our very dirty camp staff walked into the house they were staying at, they asked their kind and
patient host if they could use her washing machine and take a shower. And we can do the same with our very loving
and patient God; asked to be made clean by the washing of the Holy Spirt as we confess and repent of our sin. And
you know what? That clean, fresh feeling is again, simply amazing.
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Northern Lights Lutheran Parish—January 2019

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - July 2019

Sunday

Monday

1
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@
Siloa House 11 AM

7
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
MALARIA NET
Fellowship follows
First Lutheran 6pm
14
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
First Lutheran 6pm
21

PARISH-WIDE
EVENT at
FIRSTof WINONA
@ 11 a.m.
Luncheon after
worship

8
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@
Siloa House–11am

Tuesday
2
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

St. Paul’s
Council
Meeting 7pm

Wednesday

3
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

Bible Study@
Siloa House–11am
COMMUNITY
MEAL @St. Paul’s
3-6pm
22
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@
Siloa House–11am

4

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

Quilting 10 am
@ St. Paul’s
INDEPENDENCE
DAY

10
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

11
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Quilting 10 am
@ St. Paul’s

North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.

16
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

17
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

18
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

19

20

23
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

24
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

25
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

26

27 Ecumenical
Worship at the
Ontonagon
County
Fairgrounds in
Greenland
5:00 pm.

9
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Siloa Council
Meeting 4pm
15
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Thursday

St. Paul’s
M-26 Cleanup
TBD for
upcoming
week.

Quilting 10 am
@ St. Paul’s

Quilting 10 am
@ St. Paul’s

Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish

28
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

29
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101

Bible Study@
Siloa House 11 AM

30
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

31
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3

Member of the Congregations of
the Northern Great Lakes Synod
of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Quilting 10 am
@ St. Paul’s

St. Paul’s 10:30 am
First Lutheran 6pm

Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
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SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
The Women met on Thursday, June
6th. The June 7-8 Rummage Sale
was a great success, and the ladies
would like to thank all those who
assisted with the setup and
operations, and all those who came to shop. The
Women will enjoy a summer break until they meet again
in September

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mondays & Tuesdays:
Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm

Mondays:
Bible Study 11:00 am
Siloa House
******************************
Prayer Shawl Knitters
******************************************************
are on summer break, and will next meet
Coins for Outreach
on the third Monday of September at 1:00
Each Sunday Siloa collects
in Siloa House
the loose change and donates
Anyone who likes to knit or wants to learn
it to a designated recipient.
how—both women and men—is welcome
The Council will decide who will receive money
to join us. Our ministry is open to all,
collected from now through September.
beginner or expert.
*******************************************************
If you know of someone who is in need of
Monday Bible Study
comfort from illness, loneliness, who is
at 11:00 a.m. at Siloa House
grieving, or of someone who is, or will be,
Join us for a lively discussion of the books celebrating a new life or any other
of the Apocrypha.
wonderful event, please contact Lori at
884-2513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found in the
Siloa’s Church Council will meet rear pew of church; be sure to date your
request and provide the reason/occasion
on Monday, July 8th at 4pm
for the shawl.

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday
radio broadcast? If so, the cost is $30 and
you can mail your check to:

******************************
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday of
each month in the church basement.

Siloa Lutheran Church Council

Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to
sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the following:
In Memory of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other
appropriate request.
If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office at
906-884-2655.
Recent sponsors have included:

Officers
President - Bruce Johanson
Vice President - Bill Miller
Secretary - Lori Hartzell
Council Members
Vikki James
Gunnard Kyllonen
Lynn Sorenson
Frank Wardynski
Treasurer - Karen Flink
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford

6/2—William & Kathleen Miller to the Glory of God!
6/9—In memory of Dale Koski from his wife, Eileen
6/16—Parish-wide festival at St. Paul’s
6/23—Karen Flink in memory of her aunt, Elsa Robb
6/30—Ellen Burgess to the Glory of God!

Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind
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St. Paul’s & First
Announcements

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY

will meet this month on the 3rd Monday– July 15th
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main
entrée, wonderful sides and mouth-watering
desserts. We served 171 meals in June!
THERE IS NO CHARGE & ALL ARE WELCOME!

Take out is available; deliveries can be arranged for those
who are ill or housebound. Call 883-3602 for deliveries.
Helping hands are WELCOME!

Simple Gifts
Loose coins placed
in St. Paul’s offering plates are set
aside to help those in our
community who may need a little
extra support to meet their expenses
of daily living—including food,
clothes and utilities. When
donations reach $100 a check gets
sent to St. Vincent DePaul—
Ontonagon. Since April 2007 we
have collected $8,063.81.
St. Paul’s Council meets on
Tuesday, July 2nd at 7pm.
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
turn Green by
donating used
cartridges (Inkjet &
Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped
off at the OASD office
or the Ontonagon
Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
Your Sound Choice in
Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle
cell phones, but we are working on it!

Preparations usually require the weekend
prior to the meal. We carry in the groceries
on the Friday before, and on the weekend
we do food preparation. The day of the
meal we finish up food prep, set the tables,
serve the food, and clean up.
If you are interested in helping—for a whole day, or for an
hour—please call Jim Michie at 883-3612 or stop in the day
of the meal. We generally begin working at 10:00 a.m.

Join us on Saturday evening July 27th at 5:00 p.m.
for an Ecumenical Outdoor Worship Service during
the Ontonagon County Fair at the Greenland
Fairgrounds. Let’s reach out to our neighbors!

MALARIA NET MINISTRY

Thank you for your generous support at our fellowship
fundraisers. On June 9th we raised $105 which brings our total
since Fall 2008 to $25,529 for malaria nets and health care in
eastern and coastal Tanzania!
This month’s fellowship is on Sunday, July 7th.
BWANA ASIFIWE! PRAISE THE LORD!

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council
Officers
Ken Raisanen—President
Pastor Jay Welshonse—Vice President
Fern Malila—Secretary
Council Members
Bill Anttila
Pat Blair
Mel Carlson
Wendy Claus
Al Kaikko
Darlene Marczak
Rick Saari
Treasurer—Janice Lukkari
Financial Secretary—Sandy Uotila
Parish Representatives
Pat Blair and Wendy Claus
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Quilters at St. Paul’s

meet each Wednesday at
10am in the basement. You
need not be an expert; we can
show you how to get started!
We take a break for lunch, so
you are invited to bring a bag
lunch or a dish to share.

During the summer months,
attendance is sporadic, so
call ahead to find out if
anyone will be there.

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office

JULY

Ashley Huotari Yaklyvich, Esther Kieranen, Mary
Hokkanen, Laurie Hiltunen, Michael Olson, Ed
Hulkonen, Bruce Williams, Vonda Lukkari, Terry
Bagazin, Bernice Huotari, Michael LaFoille, Amber Morio, Carmel
McCarthy, Connie Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, Irene Raisanen, Dan
Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Nicholas Derenzo, Bonnie Buchanan, Isak
Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Don Olson, Sigrid Bonnetti,
Margy Byrnes, Jan Behr, Ellen Smith, Rodney Flink, Randy Trasti,
Jean Lind, Sophia Larson, John Statler, Joshua Sullivan, Lori
Wardynski, Kris Boulden and Elaine Laity

Birthdays & Anniversaries*

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Please Remember the Families of: Davis Ahola, Michael Miilu,
Peggy Tarnowski, June Tredeau, Michael Laurich, Robert Anderson,
Joyce Winberg, Marilyn Hokkanen, Beatrice Miilu, Karen Plutchak,
Dale Koski, Rita Saari, Joyce Leppanen, Arthur Neuman, Marie
Broemer, David Alapert, Doug Filppula, Ted Raisanen, Elvie
Mannikko, Einard Mannikko, Gerald Platzke, Virginia Taeger, Dave
Distel, John Townsend, Donna Kuehn, Mary Kay Masters, Waino
Niva, Margaret Martin, Victoria Beck and Edna Trasti

3. Ray Saatio
Lynn Sorenson
4. Donna Anttila
7. Jamie Michie
9. Penny Maki
11. Patti & Bill Witt *
12. Ed Kangas
13. Frank Gourneau
Tim Marczak, Sr.
14. John Kin
Ken & Christine Raisanen *
Rick & Myrt Johnson *
15. Al & Sharon Johnson *
David Corey
17. Jim G. Michie
24. Gary & Margy Byrnes *
25. Harvey & Bertha Peterson *

Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen, Robert &
Donna Store
Long-term Care Facility-Wausau, WI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
28. Mike Uotila, Jr.
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
31. Wayne & Donna Niemi *
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Omega House-Houghton: Irving Olson
Have a Blessed Day and a
Westgate Living Community-Ironwood: Marcia Pietila and Jim
Ninefeldt
Happy Upcoming Year!!
Home Bound: Alvin Kaurala, John Maloney, Walt Lukkarila and
Bertha Peterson
We hate to overlook anyone! If we’ve
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle
LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo,
Jared Kemppainen, Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett
Hartzell, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, Dustin Brand, Anthony
Miller, Lane Taylor and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

missed anyone’s birthday or
anniversary, please contact Mary Ellen
in St. Paul’s office and get it added to
our list!
Please Let Us Know…if you or a

loved one is sick, in the hospital,
homebound, or in need of pastoral
care; do not assume that someone
else has already told us. Also alert
us when someone can be removed
from the list.
Call the Siloa or St. Paul church office
(please leave a message if there is no
answer), contact a church member or
Pastor Jay, send an email, or just leave a
note in the offering plate.
Contact information and telephone numbers
are located on the front of this newsletter.

6

A View from the Pew: The 2019 Synod

Assembly

by Fern Malila
Have you ever been to a Synod Assembly? If so, you’re
probably well aware of the worship opportunities, learning
opportunities, and business of the church that is conducted
there. For those who haven’t attended, have you ever
wondered what the convention is like?
The annual Northern Great Lakes Synod Assembly was
held in Escanaba from May 16-18 this year. Attendees from
our parish included Pastor Jay, Marcy Mannikko and Lori
Hartzell from Siloa, and Cheryl Coffey and Fern Malila from
St. Paul’s.
On Thursday evening we
were warmly welcomed to
Bethany Lutheran Church for
the opening worship service.
It was glorious; Bethany
Lutheran was originally
founded in 1879 and the first
worship in the current space
was held in 1912. The
church is considered a
historic location with two tall steeples, large and detailed
stained glass windows, and is one of the most beautiful
churches in Escanaba. If you put 60+ pastors and well over
100 others into
a church like
this and ask
them to sing, led
by trumpets,
bells, organ,
and piano, you
can’t help but be
touched by the
glory that is there. It was clear that God was with us and
would be with us during the entire event!

master at managing the agenda so that everything remained
on track. You may expect that we were bombarded with dry
business discussions of things like budgets, and motions and
votes, but that was not at all the case. Although business is
conducted during the assembly, the vast majority of
information was made available prior to the meeting. If there
are any motions to be made, they must be submitted in
advance or reviewed by a committee there at the assembly;
this assures that any motions are consistent with the
constitution and bylaws, and that the item isn’t already
covered in some other way.
One of our major responsibilities was to select a synod vice
president to replace Pamela (Baullinger) Long, a Mass City
native who has served in that capacity for several years, a
synod secretary to replace the current
secretary who did not seek re-election, and
members of the Synod Discipline Committee
(both clergy and lay). Our new vicepresident will be Chuck Thomas of First,
Gladstone, and our new secretary, Rev. Kay
Richter of the New Evangelical Lutheran
Parish, Ewen.
All committee reports are on the website (https://
www.nglsynod.org/assembly/ ) and we would encourage you
to read them. Presentations during the assembly were either
high-level highlights of things mentioned in the reports, or
presentations from organizations supported by the dollars
that we send to the synod. Fortune Lake Bible Camp,
Lutheran World Relief, domestic and international Mission
Support, and many others were all covered and each
representative expressed their deep appreciation for the
support that is received each year from our congregations.
The Rev. Dwight Zscheile, Luther Seminary,
was our keynote speaker and also led an
optional workshop. His key message
focused around what we as Lutherans can/
should/must offer that other groups cannot
in order to fulfill the spiritual needs of
members and communities.

On Friday, our day was spent
in meetings at Bay de Noc
Community College in
Escanaba.
Each session
began with an opening hymn
and prayers, and Bishop Katherine Finegan was a
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Are we a social organization? Because there are other
groups which fill that need. Are we an opportunity for service
to others? Because most people are overwhelmed with the
needs of individuals and groups, and have more than enough
places to volunteer their time and talents. Are we truly filling
the spiritual needs of people both within and outside of the
congregation? Are we Biblical? Do we help people find
meaning? Purpose? Forgiveness? Identity? Connection
with the Holy Spirit? Do we really help others find Christ? Do
we share who we are with others enough? Or ever? Have
we ever directly and clearly invited someone to worship with
us? A living church is not just one with lots of people in the
pews and lots of volunteers to manage the various events of
the church, but one which truly fills those within it with the
Word of God. It is this that makes the church different from
those numerous secular organizations, and it is this living
church that also makes a growing church. He illustrated
many of his points when he identified the seven last words of
a failing church: “We have never done it like that”.
Instead, he suggested that we focus on changing them to
“We can do all things through Christ”.
Friday evening celebrated the years of
service and the retirement of many pastors
within the synod, including the retirement of
Rev. Michael Laakko of St. Paul’s, and the
graduation of several from lay school. Dinner
was held looking over Lake Michigan in the
ballroom of the beautiful Terrace Bay Inn,
and closed with a spectacular musical performance by a
group from Rock, MI and Perkins, MI. Following the dinner,
Holden Evening Prayer, a vesper service, was held at First
Lutheran in Gladstone.
Saturday again found us at
Bay College for the final
sessions of the assembly.
More business was handled
quickly, and we closed the
general sessions with a
communion service held in
the Bay College auditorium.
A boxed lunch was
available to assembly
attendees, and

the afternoon was spent
in workshops. Nine were
offered, each delegate/
pastor could choose two,
and they were open to
visitors. The assembly
ended in mid-afternoon on
Saturday.
If you’ve never attended an
assembly, please consider it
next year. If you have any
questions, please ask one of
the delegates. The assembly
is probably very different than
what many of you envisioned;
it is enlightening, interesting,
fulfilling, spiritual, musical, and offers us a way to serve
the church while we learn more about how the church
serves us.

On behalf of your delegates,

Fern
A View from the Pew is a forum for all our
congregational members. We invite you to
submit your essays, memories, opinions,
concerns, suggestions, poetry—anything.
You can mail them in to the Parish Office at
P.O. Box 9, Mass City, MI 49948, or send
them via email to nllp@jamadots.com.
The Silver Trumpet also welcomes
submissions of favorite recipes,
photographs, drawings, jokes—whatever
you’d like to share with your fellow
parishioners.
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From the Archives of St. Paul’s
For the next few months, we’ll be running a series of articles on the history of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, compiled by The History Committee of St. Paul’s 1976 Diamond Jubilee
based on the history in St. Paul’s 1951 Golden Jubilee booklet, a review of meeting minutes,
and an assortment of personal recollections. From out of the past, toward the new dawn….
These were days of joy and gladness when…Pastor Ahlskog and his family moved into the new parsonage in the spring of 1960….

O

ur days of joy were turned into the most anguished sorrow
any congregation of God’s people can experience, when a
beloved shepherd was called from our midst. Pastor Ahlskog’s
unexpected passing in July 1960 truly took us into the deepest
valley and reminded us once again that our human plans are
always subject to our Heavenly Father’s will and His ways are
not our ways. Our pastor was entombed in Maple Grove
cemetery following memorial services in our church with a
number of Suomi Synod pastors and President Wargelin
participating. The old parsonage was sold to Mrs. Ruth Ahlskog,
where she continued to reside and raise her young family.
The year 1961 was one of decision, as the Suomi Synod voted
to merge with sister synods into the new Lutheran Church in
America. Our 60th anniversary as a congregation and the
dedication of the new parsonage were combined into a special
service of praise on September 24, 1961, with Dr. John
Wargelin as guest speaker, and Antti Lepisto as our pastor.
Special evangelistic services, stewardship emphasis, the final
convention of the Suomi Synod in 1962, the Suomi conference
of the Lutheran Church in America, and several district merger
meetings—besides the usual congregational activities—
predominate the early 1960s. In October 1966 the congregation
name was changed to St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
eliminating “Finnish” from the name. A new constitution and bylaws were adopted to conform to the Lutheran Church in
America. During the latter 60s, while Marlin Snyder served as
pastor, the congregation continued to grow in numbers, to
function in a responsible way in discharging its parsonage debt,
and to expand into new ways of carrying out its spiritual and
social concerns through the Lutheran Church Women and
Lutheran Church Men organizations.
Though seeds had been planted at a December 1964
congregational meeting to enlarge and remodel the church to
provide vitally needed space for Sunday School classrooms and
other functional areas, the plans remained dormant for six years.
At a May 1970 congregational meeting the seeds began to
sprout when the council was empowered to appoint a finance
and building committee for expansion of the church facilities,
based on the 1964 plans. A unanimous vote was cast at the
annual congregational meeting in January 1971 to proceed with
the remodeling plans presented by the building committee at an
approximate cost of $65,000. Lukkari Brothers were hired as
contractors, a four-year pledge financing system was adopted.
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An arduous year ensued of administering the enormous
amount of detail involved in this most ambitious project
ever undertaken by the congregation. The church as it
now stands—with its beautiful paneled front, stained glass
window, panel-walled rooms, carpeted floors, pastor’s
study, council room, and numerous classrooms— bears
witness to the untiring effort, devotion and dedication of
many people. Particular acknowledgement must be made
of the inspiration and guidance of Pastor Thomas Kuusisto
during these years. A special dedication service was held
April 30, 1972, with Dr. Theodore Mattson, president of the
Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Synod, as the festival speaker.
Plans were initiated at a May 1976 congregational meeting
to erect a bell tower to house the church bell which had to
be removed with the old steeple. The intent was to have it
peal forth on the occasion of the congregation’s diamond
jubilee festival in October.
The necessary resources for the many improvements
were obtained through the generous contributions of time,
talent and treasures of many individuals and organizations
within the church, including the old Ompeluseura, the
Bethany Guild, the youth groups and the currently active
Lutheran Church Men and Women. Most of the special
items—folding chairs and tables, movie projector, kitchen
supplies and much more—were financed through special
projects and activities. The faithfulness, diligence and
sacrifice of church members has never been more evident
than in the years when the awesome debt was steadily
reduced and very nearly retired during the jubilee year.
The Memorial Fund, established separately in 1956,
furnished funds for significant and beautiful additions to
the church, while providing an opportunity to honor the
memory of departed ones in a lasting way. Among the
memorials are the memorial fund register, the hymnal
board, the altar cross, offering plates, several hymnals, the
narthex bulletin board, the communion tray, the service
book and stand, the flags, the organ amplifier, the new
lights, the steeple, and a number of other items for which
records are hazy. The electronic organ presented many
years ago was replaced by a special gift from the estate of
the original donor, the new aisle carpeting was financed
from special gifts to the fund. Donors for the stained glass
window are recorded on a special plaque in the narthex.

Siloa Women’s Rummage Sale
A big THANK YOU to the folks who helped and shopped at the sale to make it a big success!

And a HUGE

from First Lutheran to Siloa and St. Paul’s for
their generous donations of food and helping hands
at the funeral of Joyce Leppanen at First!
(This is what Christian Community—or, FAMILY—is all about!)

Correspondence from State Representative Greg Markkanen
Having noted a photo and caption about St. Paul’s Adopt-A-Highway project in the local
press, State Rep. Greg Markkanen sent us a message with a copy of the clipping:
Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran,
Just a quick note to thank your Church for all you do for the community. It is so
nice to see your congregation get out and help the community thru the Adopt a
Highway Program. Please pass on my thanks to your congregation. Please do
not hesitate to contact my office should you ever have any questions or concerns
at my email of gregmarkkanen@house.mi.gov or by phone at (517) 373-0850.
Sincerely,
Greg Markkanen
State Representative
110th House District
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~From the Bishop ~
Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
This last month, May 16-18, our
Synod assembled voting
members and visitors from all
eight conferences and all eighty
congregations. We gathered for Opening
Worship in the beautiful sanctuary of Bethany,
Escanaba and attended to the details of being
Church together in the Besse Center of Bay
College. We heard our keynote speaker, Dr.
Dwight Zscheile from Luther Seminary discuss
our new reality and how to meet our current
challenges. We were introduced to our ministry
partners, checked out the display tables,
attended workshops, had conversations,
celebrated anniversaries and so much more.

The Houston Youth Band with some pastors at
Closing Worship at the Besse Center
Yes, there is the “business” of the church. I prefer to
call it “the necessary details”. We elected a new
Synod Vice-President, Chuck Thomas who is a
member at First, Gladstone, and a new Synod
Secretary, Pastor Kay Richter of the New Evangelical
Parish at our west end. I am grateful for their
willingness to take on a crucial leadership role and I
will be working with them and the Synod Council as
we do our best to equip congregations and pastors for
ministry.

Opening Worship at Bethany, Escanaba
It was an uplifting and Spirit filled gathering and
I want to thank every congregation for your
commitment to identify and support the
attendance of people from your community of
faith.

Workshop time
There is a saying that “the devil is in the details.” I
will say that as people of faith, we claim that it is the
Holy Spirit that is in the details. We look for and trust
that God is present, even in the smallest decision, the
paperwork, the system structures, and constitutional
work; all that is the fine minutia that keeps the whole
body in good working order.

Because the Synod Assembly is important.
That we gather together is important.
Because at this singular event we are reminded
of what is just too easy to forget: that together
we are the Body of Christ, together as a Synod,
together as the ELCA, together as a global
church. And the Assembly is what we do to
steward the gift of God’s grace to us, among
us, and through us.

Next year we meet at Finlandia University from May
14-16, 2020. Mark your calendars! It’s your turn to
attend Synod Assembly.
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Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan
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2019 VBS Day Camp
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Kid’s Activity
Corner

Mary and Martha Hidden Objects Puzzle

Can you find these objects in the picture above?
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