T HE S I LV ER TR UMP ET
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Siloa Lutheran Church
First Lutheran Church
1409 Ridge Ave. - P.O. Box 9 - Mass City, MI. 49948

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NORTHERN LIGHTS LUTHERAN PARISH NEWSLETTER
Communion Every Sunday
Siloa Lutheran Church - Ontonagon - Worship Sunday - 9:00 a.m. - Radio 101.1 FM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Mass City - Worship Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
First Lutheran Church - Winona - Sunday - 6:00 p.m.
Members of the Congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod - ELCA
Pastor Jay Welshonse - Office: 906-883-3602 * Home: (906) 883-3450
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish Secretary: Mary Ellen Perkins
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish e-mail: nllp@jamadots.com
St. Paul’s Office Phone: (906) 883-3602 * Fax: (906) 883-3610
Find us on Facebook under
Siloa Lutheran Secretary: Karen Flink
“Northern Lights Lutheran Parish”
Siloa Lutheran e-mail: siloa@jamadots.com
or on the web at:
Siloa Office Phone: (906) 884-2655
northernlights-up.org

THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. (Colossians 3:16)
Recently, I asked people about their favorite Christmas hymns. The idea was to put together our 1st Sunday after
Christmas, hymns and lessons service using as many favorite songs as possible and tying them together with
appropriate readings to create another way to look at and enjoy the Christmas story.
As I looked at all the suggestions and started thinking about what text would pair most appropriately, I started
thinking about the meaning behind these treasured songs and where they came from. What inspired them? How do
they inspire us? So I started looking into a bit of the story behind a few of them and decided to share what I found.
Silent Night—Yes, I know this is probably one of the most well-known stories regarding Christmas hymns, but
it’s still a good one.
On December 24, 1818, in the small, quiet town of Oberndorf, Austria, Silent Night (Stille Nacht) was performed
for the first time. The story goes that flooding had damaged the church organ and so Parish priest Joseph Mohr
and Franz Xaver Gruberon, an organist and schoolmaster collaborated to create what is now the most beloved
Christmas carol world-wide. What is not always known, is that Mohr had actually written the poem in 1816 and it
originally contained six stanzas.
Hark the Herald Angels Sing—This hymn by Charles Wesley was written within a year of Wesley’s conversion.
And instead of simply retelling the nativity story, Wesley dispenses theological truths into this text. The first verse
tells the story of the angels proclaiming Christ’s birth, and the second and third verse go on to make it very clear
why the angels sang. Simply by describing Christ, Wesley tells us the entire Gospel story. We are told of Christ’s
nature, his birth and incarnation, his ministry, and his salvific purpose.
The original hymn had ten stanzas of four lines each (our hymnal combines six of the stanzas into three verses)
and originally began with, “Hark, how all the welkin [heaven/sky] rings. Glory to the King of Kings” The original
tune was also different and was more “slow and solemn” than the more familiar tune based on one composed by
Felix Mendelssohn.
O Little Town of Bethlehem—In 1865, the Rev. Phillips Brooks took a trip to Israel and saw Bethlehem and its
surrounding fields on Christmas Eve, and although this may have been the inspiration for the hymn, it wasn’t
written until three years later. What made this hymn so different was that while other Christmas hymns
emphasize the glory of God as seen in the grand chorus of angels, Brooks focuses on the quietness of Christ’s
birth, and how little the larger world paid attention. The final stanza is a prayer that Christ would come and be
present with us.
Some versions of the song contain five verses, but number 4 is usually left out. That verse reads: Where children
pure and happy, Pray to the Blessed Child; Where misery cries out to Thee, Son of the Undefiled; Where Charity
stands watching, And Faith holds wide the door; The dark night wakes the glory hearts, And Christmas comes
once more
Now all this is good information, but what, you may wonder, does this have to do with how they inspire us? You see,
even though these hymns and so many more, were written by different people in different times, places, and even
languages; they share something in common—an overwhelming love of God that simply cannot be contained. They
are filled with a love that is expressed in words and music that inspires, encourages and lifts up the sprits of those who
hear them. And if you want the perfect example of that, go to any long term care facility and watch the faces of the
residents light up and voices that are rarely heard ring out when the music begins.
In the coming weeks, let the true Spirit of the season fill you with songs of love and joy as we proclaim to the world
that God is with us. Let the world know that God’s love is too much for any human heart to contain by itself and
must be shared because love is always best when it’s given away.
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Northern Lights Lutheran Parish—January 2019

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - December 2019
Sunday

1

Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
First Lutheran
Decorating 3pm
Worship 6pm
Knit & Crochet @
St. Paul’s 6-8pm
8
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
MALARIA NET
FELLOWSHIP

Tuesday

Monday

2
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@ Siloa
House–11am

3
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

St. Paul’s
Council 7pm

WBA Christmas
Program

First Lutheran 6pm

Knit & Crochet @
St. Paul’s 6-8pm
22
Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am
First Lutheran 6pm

29
Worship with
Christmas Carols

Siloa—9am
Radio
Broadcast Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am

4
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10am
Wednesday
Bible
Adventures
4:00-5:00 pm

5

Friday

Saturday

6

7

13

14

20

21

Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.
Siloa Women 6pm

Bible Study @
St. Paul’s 7pm
9
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@ Siloa
House–11am

10
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Siloa Council
Meeting 4pm

16
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study 11am

17
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Prayer Shawl
Knitters 1pm

@ Siloa House
COMMUNITY MEAL
@St. Paul’s 3-6pm
23
Church Office Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study@ Siloa
House–11am

11
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10am
Wednesday Bible
Adventures
Christmas
Program at
Aspirus LTCU
Ontonagon
after school till
4:15pm

First Lutheran 6pm
15 Worship with
Communion
Pastor Jay Welshonse
Siloa—9am
Radio Broadcast
Y101
St. Paul’s 10:30 am

Thursday

Wednesday

24
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

18
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-3
Quilting 10am
PACKING GIFT
BASKETS FOR
SHUT-INS
NO Wednesday
Bible
Adventures
till January 8th
25
CHURCH OFFICES
CLOSED

Christmas Eve
Worship
First 5:00pm
Siloa 7pm
St. Paul’s 9pm
30
Church Office
Hours
Siloa Noon-4pm

Bible Study @
St. Paul’s 7pm

19
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
North Country
Quilters @ Siloa
9:30 a.m.

Parish-Wide
Longest Night
Service

Bible Study @
St. Paul’s 7pm

@ First 7pm

26

27

28

Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
NO BIBLE STUDY
@ ST. PAUL’S

Pastor Jay on vacation through January 7th

31

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish

CHURCH OFFICES
CLOSED

Member of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Bible Study@ Siloa
House 11 AM

Pastor Jay on vacation

12
Church Office
Hours
St. Paul’s 9-Noon
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Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
or ELCA Website: www.elca.org

SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
The Siloa Women will meet on
Thursday evening, December 5th at
6:00 p.m.
******************************************************

Coins for Outreach

Each Sunday Siloa collects the loose
change and donates it to a designated
recipient.

************************************************

Monday Bible Study at 11:00
a.m. at Siloa House

Join us for a lively study of evil
and the demonic in the history of
Christian thought. Special attention will
be given to the function of the concept
in dogmatics, its role in the understanding of evil as
the will to undo, and the theological contributions of
major figures including Augustine, Luther, and Tillich.

Siloa’s Church Council will meet
on Monday, December 9th @4pm
Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday
radio broadcast? If so, the cost is $30 and
you can mail your check to:

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mondays & Tuesdays:
Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm
Mondays:
Bible Study 11:00 am
Siloa House
******************************
Prayer Shawl Knitters
will meet on Monday, December 16th at
1:00 p.m. in Siloa House.
Anyone who likes to knit or wants to learn
how—both women and men—is welcome
to join us. Our ministry is open to all,
beginner or expert.
If you know of someone who is in need of
comfort from illness, loneliness, who is
grieving, or of someone who is, or will be,
celebrating a new life or any other
wonderful event, please contact Lori at
884-2513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found in the
rear pew of church; be sure to date your
request and provide the reason/occasion
for the shawl.
******************************
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday of
each month in the church basement.

Siloa Lutheran Church Council

Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to
sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the following:
In Memory of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other
appropriate request.
If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office
at 906-884-2655.
Recent sponsors have included:
11/3—Gunnard & Violet Kyllonen for their 58th wedding anniversary
11/10—Ellen Burgess to the Glory of God!
11/17—Frank Wardynski in memory of Art, Mary, Frank & Josephine
11/24—William & Kathleen Miller to the Glory of God!
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Officers
President - Bruce Johanson
Vice President - Bill Miller
Secretary - Lori Hartzell
Council Members
Vikki James
Gunnard Kyllonen
Lynn Sorenson
Frank Wardynski
Treasurer - Karen Flink
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford
Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind

St. Paul’s & First Announcements
COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY

will meet on the 3rd Monday– December 16th
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main
entrée, wonderful sides and mouth-watering
desserts. We served 126 meals in November and
received donations totaling $73!
THE MEAL IS ALWAYS FREE & ALL ARE WELCOME
First of Winona will host this
year’s LONGEST NIGHT
service on Friday, Dec. 20 at
7pm. After their Christmas
Eve service, they’ll be on
hiatus till spring. Safe
travels everyone!

Simple Gifts
Loose coins placed in
St. Paul’s offering plates are set
aside to help those in our
community who may need a little
extra support to meet their
expenses of daily living—including
food, clothes and utilities. When
donations reach $100 a check gets
sent to St. Vincent DePaul—
Ontonagon.
St. Paul’s Council meets on
Tuesday, December 3rd @7pm
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
turn Green by
donating used
cartridges (Inkjet &
Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped
off at the OASD office
or the Ontonagon
Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
Your Sound Choice in
Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle
cell phones, but we are working on it!

Take out is available; deliveries can be arranged for those
who are ill or housebound. Call 883-3602 for deliveries.
Helping hands are WELCOME!
Preparations usually require the weekend prior
to the meal. We carry in the groceries on the
Friday before, and on the weekend we do food
preparation. The day of the meal we finish up food prep, set
the tables, serve the food, and clean up.
If you are interested in helping—for a whole day, or for an
hour—please call Jim Michie at 883-3612 or stop in the day
of the meal. We generally begin working at 10:00 a.m.

MALARIA NET MINISTRY

Thank you for your tremendous support at our November
fellowship. We raised $146 which brings our total since Fall
2008 to $25,274 for malaria nets and health care in eastern and
coastal Tanzania. PRAISE THE LORD!!
This month’s fellowship is on Sunday, December 8th

Mitten Tree submissions were collected from
the tree and we received 54 items: 25 hats, 2
scarves, 20 pairs of mittens and 7 pairs of
socks. Thanks to all who donated their time
and skills!
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council
Officers
Ken Raisanen—President
Pastor Jay Welshonse—Vice President
Fern Malila—Secretary
Council Members
Bill Anttila
Pat Blair
Mel Carlson
Wendy Claus
Al Kaikko
Darlene Marczak
Rick Saari
Treasurer—Janice Lukkari
Financial Secretary—Sandy Uotila
Parish Representatives
Pat Blair and Wendy Claus
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Quilters at St. Paul’s

meet in the church basement for
weekly gatherings on
Wednesdays at 10am.
You need not be an expert; we
can show you how to get started!
We take a break for lunch, so
you are invited to bring a bag
lunch or a dish to share.

Knitters & Crocheters

are meeting again
@ St. Paul’s the 1st &
3rd Sunday evenings,
Dec. 1 & 15 at 6-8pm

Submit prayer requests to prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Ashley Huotari Yaklyvich, Esther Kieranen, Laurie
Hiltunen, Ed Hulkonen, Bruce Williams, Vonda Lukkari,
Terry Bagazin, Bernice Huotari, Michael LaFoille, Carmel
McCarthy, Connie Roberts, Ed Fugenschuh, Trisha
Cleary, David Lee Saari, Tara Nance,, Donna Niemi, Terri Ferreria,
Daniel Claus, Richard McKay, Bill Anttila, Sonja Niemi, Sandy
Uotila, Bob Claus, Mary Ellen Perkins, Dean Wascher, Gary
Fleming, Dan Rellis, Jackie Dobbins, Nicholas Derenzo, Bonnie
Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Ellen Smith,
Rodney Flink, Randy Trasti, Jean Lind, Joshua Sullivan, Elaine Laity,
Janice Ambrose, Nathan Thomas, Sheryne Manning, Wanda
Dishaw, Marta Ahola and Dave Tucker
Please Remember the Families of: Davis Ahola, Michael Miilu,
Peggy Tarnowski, June Tredeau, Michael Laurich, Robert Anderson,
Joyce Winberg, Marilyn Hokkanen, Beatrice Miilu, Karen Plutchak,
Dale Koski, Rita Saari, Joyce Leppanen, Ron Store, Sr., Irving
Olson, Reuben Gonzales, Irene Raisanen, Jim Molaski, Michael
Olson, Mary Kay Masters, Waino Niva, Margaret Martin, Victoria
Beck, Edna Trasti, Phyllis Dahl and Sophia Larson
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen and
Robert & Donna Store
Long-term Care Facility-Wausau, WI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Home Bound: Jim Ninefeldt, Alvin Kaurala, John Maloney, Walt
Lukkarila, Bertha Peterson and Marcia Pietila
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle
LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared
Kemppainen,
Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett
Hartzell, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, Anthony Miller, Lane
Taylor, Bradley Myhren, Neil Bradley and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania, including St. Paul’s
companion congregation, Kipawa Lutheran Church
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December

Birthdays & Anniversaries*
4. Reece LaBine
Nancy Adams
David Jaris
11. Justin Lundberg
13. Marcella Mannikko
14. Carl Weisinger
15. Corrie Kaarto
Katherine Michie
16. Eino Miilu
20. Kim Roberts
21. Bob & Darlene Sibilsky *
25. David L. Saari
30. Jack & Debbie Short *

Have a very
happy day
and a blessed
upcoming year!

We hate to overlook anyone! If
we ’ v e m is s e d a n yo n e ’ s
birthday or anniversary, please
contact Mary Ellen in St. Paul’s
office and get it added to our
list!
Please Let Us Know…if you or a loved
one is sick, in the hospital, homebound, or
in need of pastoral care; do not assume
that someone else has already told us.
Also alert us when someone can be
removed from the list. Call the Siloa or St.
Paul church office (Leave a message if
there is no answer), contact a church
member or Pastor Jay, send an email, or
just leave a note in the offering plate.
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Holiday Worship Schedule

Longest Night Worship Service

Friday, December 20th at 7:00 p.m. at First of Winona
The longest night worship service is designed to offer contemplation and peace to
all those who find the celebrations of the holiday season difficult due to depression,
illness, loss or loneliness. Join us to find the Savior who offers comfort and healing.

Christmas Eve Worship,
Tuesday, December 24th

5:00 p.m. at First of Winona
7:00 p.m. at Siloa in Ontonagon
9:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s in Mass City

Holiday Preparations
First of Winona is collecting donations for shut-ins including non-perishable food and
other personal items. Baskets are in the narthex—no wrapping needed.
First will decorate the sanctuary for Advent on Sunday December 1 st at 3pm, before
worship.
St. Paul’s Quilters will pack baskets for shut-ins on Dec. 18th. Please bring donations to
the church before then—remember, no fresh fruit! If you know of someone who should
receive a basket, contact a quilter or the church office.

Blessings in a Backpack

Siloa and St. Paul’s support the Backpack Food Program, donating money and food
to needy students in the Ontonagon Area School District. To assist, please donate
non-perishable food items, or cash donations to purchase them.
Suggested Items
Mac & Cheese Cups (Not Boxes)
Granola Bars
Chef Boyardee Products
Popcorn
Apple Sauce or Fruit Cups
Ramen Noodles
Peanut Butter
Individual Cereal Portions (Oatmeal Packets/Cold Cereal Cups)
Snack Sandwich Crackers (Cheese/Peanut Butter)

St. Paul’s donors have
already contributed 245
individual food servings
as of October 18!

Another appeal from OASD: There is a need for weather appropriate clothing and personal care
items for Ontonagon students in need. The Caring Closet is a program to provide these necessary
items. Donations of any items listed below or a monetary donation would be greatly appreciated and
we would be honored to spotlight you organization in our weekly newsletter to parents.
Needed items include: Any new clothing items in various sizes.—shoes, shirts, pants, socks, undergarments, etc.
Any outdoor items in various sizes—jackets, hats, gloves/mittens, boots, snow pants, etc.
Personal care items—shampoo/conditioner, soap/body wash, deodorant, feminine care products, toothpaste/brushes, etc.
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A View from the Pew:

The Soup Kitchen Story Continues….
by Fern Malila
A couple months ago in the Silver Trumpet, Jim
Michie related the early days of what is now
known as the Community Meal at St. Paul’s.
And COMMUNITY it is. In 2018, over 1500
meals were served and we are on track to
exceed that number for 2019.

Although not a scientific survey, over 75% of our
attendees are not members of St. Paul’s or even
of the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish,
illustrating how a ministry can (and should)
spread far beyond the doors of any particular
church. Many of our regular volunteers are
members of other churches or different
denominations or may not be church-goers at all,
but they still show up faithfully to help. Their
presence reminds us that we can contribute our
time and talents to do God’s work wherever we
happen to be and we are forever grateful for their
willingness to be a part of this ministry.

Our reach has grown significantly from those
early days on the “back street” of Mass City. The
majority of our guests hail from Mass City,
Greenland, Rockland, and Ontonagon. But we
consistently get “south end” visitors from Bruce
Crossing, Trout Creek, Ewen, and even
Bergland. We see familiar faces coming from
Nisula/Alston and in addition, people visit from
communities along the entire loop from Baraga,
L’Anse, on to Chassell, and into Houghton/
Hancock, South Range, Painesdale, Winona,
and many points in between.

There is always room for you and your friends at
our table! Please join us to help, to eat, or to
pray for the ministry that goes on every third
Monday. Because, as Jim Michie said the other
month, when we are led down a path we never
knew existed, who knows what can happen and
where God is going to lead us next.

A review of 2019 attendance so far this year also
found people from the Detroit area, the Chicago
area, lower Michigan, areas across Wisconsin,
and some have signed in from Minnesota,
Arizona, and California (and I’m sure I missed
some along the way).

A View from the Pew is
a forum for all our
congregational
members. We invite
you to submit your
essays, memories,
opinions, concerns,
suggestions, poetry—
anything. You can mail
them in to the Parish
Office at P.O. Box 9,
Mass City, MI 49948, or
send them via email to
nllp@jamadots.com.
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St. Paul’s House Project Update
The winter of 2018-19 was particularly brutal and to say the parking lot at
St. Paul’s got a little hemmed in with giant snow banks would not be an
exaggeration. In the past, the snow from the parking lot was pushed
across the alley at the back of the lot. As winter wore on, the back of the
parking lot got closer and closer to the road. Last year, Mary Ellen and
Steve Perkins’ new retirement building project made it necessary for us to
push the snow to the sides of the lot. Buildings on both sides prevented a complete snow removal so
the lot got narrower and narrower as the winter progressed (and because of the ridiculous amount of
snow we received, the banks got higher and higher).
When we noted that the residence east of the parking lot had not been rented in a while, we made
and offer to purchase the building and lot that was accepted. After filing a fair amount of paperwork
with Greenland Township and the power company, we took the house off the grid and prepared to
remove it to allow us more room for both parking and snow removal. Now all we have to do is find
someone to raze or remove the house, fill in the basement hole, add fill, and then grade the lot to
match the existing parking lot. Our advertisement requested proposals to be turned in by November
1, 2019 and after a couple of promising inquires, nothing formal was submitted.
When Todd Lukkari capped the sewer line and yanked out the clothes poles for us, he recommended
that we wait until the house is removed before we spread any fill on the lot. Without a proper base,
any gravel we spread would disappear over time so once the ground freezes, we will be able to push
snow past the house for this winter. Next spring, we will renew our search for someone to take care
of clearing the building and leveling the lot with fill and gravel. Anyone want a small house . . . ?
By following the proper channels (via the paper trail and paying the fees necessary to demolish the
building), the property is now a tax free parcel owned by St. Paul’s. With the sewer line capped and
inspected, we no longer will have to pay a monthly bill for that service.
Normally, I avoid thanking folks for their contributions to a project for fear of forgetting someone.
With that said, I must acknowledge Donny Domitrovich (from Domitrovich Insurance and Real
Estate), Mary Wagner, Pattie Corey, Scott DeHut, Emanual Voight (from the Greenland Township
office), Todd Lukkari (for said sewer and clothes pole work), Wayne Niemi (for tree removal) and a
very nice lady at the power company whose name I did not get (she was our contact in getting the
powerline and electric meter to the building removed). All of these folks were kind enough to guide
us through this project so far. Phase two will now have to wait until spring.


Ken Raisanen, SP Council President

Holiday Recipe: Cranberry Walnut Pie

(submitted by Christine Raisanen)

“Glob” the sweetened egg/flour mixture on top of the pie
filling in the pie pan.

Pie crust (unbaked) placed into a 9-inch pie pan
On the bottom of the crust sprinkle:
 1-1/2 cups fresh or frozen cranberries
 1/4 cup brown sugar
 1/4 cup chopped walnuts
Then beat one egg on high until thick and lemon-colored.
Beat in:
 1/3 cup melted butter
 1/4 cup granulated sugar
 1/2 cup flour

Bake on the bottom
shelf at 375 degrees
until somewhat set
and light brown, about
40 minutes.
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From the Archives of Siloa
Some recently unearthed photos from Siloa’s historical trove…

Groundbreaking for new entry and façade—Siloa Lutheran Church—1945

Council members L to R: Ardell Lobeck, Dick Kilmer (holding
shovel), Don LeMoine and Charles Willman

Ardell Lobeck breaks ground; Pastor Jennifer Johnson
looks on.

Note how the original entry façade was preserved and
moved to its current location!
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“Ministry Outside the Walls”
“On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we
worship, but it is also people getting “outside the walls” and
expected to find a place of prayer.” Acts 16:13 (NIV)
serving their neighbors in the name of Christ.
“The church is not a building where people go to pray. It’s not made
out of sticks and stones, it’s not made out of clay. You can go to
worship, but you cannot go to church. You can’t find a building that’s
alive no matter how you search.” (Text and music by Jay Beech, ©1988, The

Calvary Lutheran Church in Minocqua has a great church
building in town. They are also rightfully proud of supporting
a Campground Worship in the area for fifty years. Can God
be worshipped outdoors? Of
course!

Church Song, 1988, used by permission)

Many people think of a building when they hear the word,
“church” —where they were baptized, where grandpa built
the altar railing, or where grandma tied many a quilt. We
have profound emotional attachments to places and
buildings. Structures can inspire the soul and draw us
heavenward. Church architecture is a legitimate discipline
that can inspire. People can be drawn together by the
power of a structure.

First Lutheran in Grand Marais,
Michigan is situated across
from a campground. Some
campers come for the worship
service. Some come just for
the potluck meal in the fellowship hall. But the ringing of the
bell in Grand Marais reminds people that there is a church
serving the needs of the community in all kinds of ways.

I recall touring many a cathedral in Germany, Austria, and
Switzerland. One could say that they were
“sermons in stone.” Most people in
medieval Europe couldn’t read, but they
could contemplate the beautiful
architecture and artwork of the cathedrals.
Today, many of these magnificent
examples of church architecture and
beauty stand relatively empty on Sunday
mornings. Worship attendance in Europe is lower than it is
in the United States, but we are “catching up” fast.

In the Marquette, Michigan area, the Episcopal Diocese of
Northern Michigan, in collaboration with the Northern Great
Lakes Synod, is about to launch an alternative kind of
ministry—a “Wild Church” type of gathering. There is hope
that this kind of ministry will attract people who care about
creation, but who might not be so inclined to seek God in the
confines of a traditional church building. The lakes and
rivers, flora and fauna of God’s creation can certainly offer
up some powerful sermons in their own way.
Pastor Tim Johnston of Bethany Lutheran in Mohawk has
offered “Nature Hikes”. On their Facebook page they write:

The early Christian movement was just that. There was
movement. There was movement beyond the confines of
the local synagogue. There was movement outside the
walls of the city. There were new places to be witnesses to
the good news of Christ the Lord. They met in homes that
were already there. Paul preached in the marketplace and
in places dedicated to other gods. They gathered at
riverbanks expecting there to be a place of prayer (Acts
16:13).

“John Muir talked about the mountains as his cathedral. All are
welcome, whether you are a regular church goer or not at all. We will
gather at different hiking spots in the Keweenaw for a hike. At the midpoint of the hike we will have a short time of discussion of a nature quote
and a scripture, pray, share in Holy Communion, and receive a
blessing.”

Getting outside of our walls also means serving others in the
name of Jesus. One of the more popular ministries that has
sprung up in recent years in the ELCA is “God’s Work, Our
Hands Sunday.” People don those colorful yellow shirts with
that slogan and go out into their communities to do all kinds
of service projects.

Jesus’ public ministry could be described as an ongoing
sojourn or retreat. He was continually meeting new people,
being invited into homes, and engaging people along the
path. It’s true that house churches gave way to more
permanent and formal structures. When Christianity was
recognized by the state of Rome, more financial and social
assets led to a kind of church building movement.

Yes, we will continue to gather in church buildings to
worship God, but deep down, we know that the world is
watching us most intently when we “are church outside the
walls.”

The ministry of Jesus and the movement of Christendom in
our times begs the question of, “What is church?”

~ Pastor Jim Duehring
Assistant to the Bishop/DEM

It seems obvious that “church” is people gathering for public
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Lefse Making at Siloa
by Bruce Johanson

On Wednesday, November 20, a group of interested and enthusiastic would-be lefse makers
gathered in the Siloa kitchen to learn the art of producing lefse, a potato based flat bread that was a
staple of Scandinavian diets in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Joanne Mathis conducted a hand-on seminar in lefse making. Everyone got into the act and soon
counter tops were being filled with the lefse balls made up of russet potatoes (they MUST be
russets) mashed and riced, and cooled.
The balls were then rolled out into the “rounds” (more or less) the baked on the hot griddles at 500º.
During the grilling, the lefse is turned with a frig (lefse stick) and then they were stacked. In a little
over an hour, 50 lefse had been produced. Lori Hartzell, Jan Bedford, Karen Flink, Lynn Sorensen,
Carol Bear, Carol Lukkari, and Margaret LaSota, assisted by Bruce Johanson. It was a great time of
sharing a learning experience and renewing a tradition that is a part of Scandinavian history.
A bit of Lefse History
Throughout Europe, the most important new food in the 19th century was the potato, which had
three major advantages over other foods for the consumer: its lower rate of spoilage, its bulk (which
easily satisfied hunger) and its cheapness. The crop slowly spread across Europe, such that, for
example, by 1845 it occupied one-third of Irish arable land. Potatoes comprised about 10% of the
caloric intake of Europeans. Along with several other foods that either originated in the Americas or
were successfully grown or harvested there, potatoes sustained European populations.
The potato was introduced to Norway and other parts of Scandinavia a little over 250 years ago.
The first lefse in Norway didn’t contain potatoes, but was made entirely of flour. Women would travel
from house to house, village to village to make lefse to last the winter months. The flour lefse would
cook up like a cracker and be able to last through the season. Many households stored their lefse is
wooden boxes covered in cloth or just stacked on shelves. When you were ready to enjoy some
lefse it was dipped in water and soaked between damp cloth to soften it. As it is today, it was
enjoyed with butter and maybe some sugar.
Norway is a mountainous country with limited land for large-scale cultivation of crops. With the
introduction of the potato, which was easy to grow and flourished in the acid soils of Norway, the
problem of feeding large families on smaller plots of ground was solved.
The potato was incorporated into many Norwegian and Swedish foods, and even into lefse! As in
Ireland in the 1840’s, the countries of Scandinavia suffered from the effects of the potato famine. It
was during this time that many from these countries came to the United States.
The tradition of making lefse was brought by the Scandinavian immigrants, and potato lefse itself
was made when their own potato crops were successful. Due to this, it became more prevalent than
other types of lefse in the United States. When lefse was able to be made, it was stored in small
storage buildings called bryggehaus. When Norwegian immigrants first arrived in America, they did
not have the usual foods they were used to back home, including milk and porridge, dried meat, and
lefse, but early Norwegian-American immigrants brought folded lefse to eat for the beginning stages
of their journey via ship. After these were eaten, the lack of food they were used to is likely why they
turned back to the old country traditions so quickly.
Potato lefse will be found on many dinner tables on Thanksgiving and Christmas.
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