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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER 
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the  

Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America” 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  (Romans 12:2) 

As we continue our Lenten journey, our time of discernment and contemplation, our time of looking inward, this 
passage seems to fit right in.  In baptism, God claims us as his own; not just our head and our hearts, but the whole 
package; everything from head to toe, all of it.  The problem we seem to have with that though, is that we don’t live 
in church all the time where that would be easy; instead, we have to live in the real world where we are pulled in so 
many different directions at the same time.  At times like this it would be great if we could only divide ourselves up 
so we could give part of our lives to God without missing out on everything the world has to offer us. 

Way back in 1983, a great technology was introduced to frustrated television watchers who had to make some hard 
choices—it was called picture-in-picture, and it allowed you to watch two shows at the same time!  Now while it 
sounds great, you have to realize that since the first show took up most of the screen, the second one had to fit in up 
in a corner of the screen; and just to keep things from getting too confusing, you only got sound on the main show.  
So how often do you think people missed something on that second show because they were concentrating on the 
main one or couldn’t hear when something happened on that second, smaller image?  

I was reading a brief story about Ivan the Great, who was the tsar of Russia during the Fifteenth Century. Through 
Ivan’s efforts he was able to unite Russia, but because he was consumed by his military campaigns, he had not taken 
time to marry and produce an heir to his throne.  His concerned advisers gained his permission to search for a suita-
ble wife, and after a careful search, it was agreed that Ivan would marry the daughter of the King of Greece. 

There was a condition however; Ivan must become a member of the Greek Orthodox Church.  So with Ivan willing 
to comply, a priest was sent to Moscow to instruct him in Orthodox doctrine. Once the instruction was completed 
Ivan, along with his palace guard of 500 of his most skilled soldiers, made his way to Athens. 

Upon arrival in Athens Ivan was to be baptized into the Orthodox Church. His soldiers, always loyal to their leader, 
asked if they could also be baptized. After a crash course in the Orthodox faith, they too were ready for baptism. 
Ivan and his guard would be baptized together in a mass baptism which would be attended by huge crowds from all 
over Greece. The custom in the Greek Orthodox Church was baptism by full immersion, so imagine that scene with 
500 soldiers in full battle gear and 500 priests in their black robes and hats wading into the Mediterranean for this 
baptism!  The story tells us that there was just one problem—the Church did not allow professional soldiers to be 
members. So if they were to be baptized into the church they would need to give up their occupation. This was unac-
ceptable to Ivan and his soldiers, so a compromise was reached. As the priests baptized each soldier, he would reach 
for his sword and lift it high above his head. Then he would be baptized–all of him, except for his fighting arm and 
sword. 

Now that may have been a good compromise at the time, but can you imagine how worldly “logic” can take ad-
vantage of something like this?  Since my arm still belongs to this world, whatever it happens to do shouldn’t be of 
consequence to the rest of me which belongs to God.  How long do you think it would be until the worldly part gets 
bigger and takes up more of the body until the part that is dedicated to God get ignored? 

The same thing happens to all of us as we make small little compromises when it comes to our faith life—I don’t 
have time for church today, but I make sure I get there next week.  Sorry, no time to pray today, but I’ll say two 
prayers later to make up for it.  Sorry, I can’t give the church the full amount of what I promised, so I’ll just skip it 
this time and make it up later.  And the portion of our lives that we give to God continues to shrink until, like that 
second picture with no sound, we either forget about it or we just turn it off because it’s distracting us from the show 
we’re really interested in. 

What pulls you away from God and from the people we have been called to serve?  It’s not something we like to talk 

about, but as we continue to journey toward the cross and the glory of Easter, it is a conversation worth having as we 

find ourselves transformed by the love of God and claimed as his beloved children—not just the good parts, but all 

of us. 



Siloa - March 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs Friday Saturday 

  
 

      

   
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

North  
Country 
Quilters 

 
Siloa 

Church 
Women 

6:00 p.m. 
 
 

2 
On this date in 

1962 Wilt  
Chamberlain 

Scores a Record 
100 Points  for the 

Philadelphia  
Warriors in a  

169–147 win over 
the New York 

Knicks.  
 
 

 

3 
 
 

 

4 
Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

Communion 
Pastor Jay 
Welshonse 

 
Radio  

Broadcast 
Y101 - 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

5 

Bible Study 

Siloa House 

At Noon 
  

Church Office 

Hours: 
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.  

 
 

6 
 
 

Church Office 
Hours 

12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

7 

 
Lenten Services 

St. Paul’s  
Methodist  
Rockland 

Soup Meal -6:00 
Services - 7:00 

 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

Communion 
Pastor Jay 
Welshonse 

 
Radio  

Broadcast 
Y101 - 9:00 a.m. 

  
Daylight Savings 

12 

 Bible Study 

Siloa House 

At Noon   
Church Office 

Hours: 
12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Church Council  
Meeting 

4:00 p.m. 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office 
Hours 

12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

14 
 
 
 
Lenten Services 
Siloa Lutheran 

Ontonagon 
Soup Meal -6:00 
Services - 7:00 

 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

North     
Country 
Quilters 

9:30 a.m. 

16 17 

18 
 
 

Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

Communion 
Pastor Jay 
Welshonse 

 
Radio  

Broadcast 
Y101 - 9:00 a.m. 

  

19 
 

Bible Study 

Siloa House 

At Noon   
Church Office 

Hours: 
12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

 
Community Meal 

at St. Paul’s 
Serving 3:00 p.m. 

to 6:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Shawl 
1:00 p.m. 

20 
 
 

Church Office 
Hours 

12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

Lenten Services 
United  

Methodist  
Greenland 

Soup Meal -6:00 
Services - 7:00 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 24 
 
 
On this date 

in 
1874, Harry 

Houdini, 
was born.  
He died in 

1926. 

25 
Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

Communion 
Pastor Jay 
Welshonse 

 
Radio 

 Broadcast 
Y101 - 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Palm Sunday 

26 

Bible Study 

Siloa House 

At Noon   
Church Office 

Hours: 
12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

 

27 
 

Church Office 
Hours 

12:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

28 
 
 
 

 

29 
 

Maundy 
 Thursday 

 
Parish 
Wide  

St. Paul’s 
Mass City 
7:00 p.m. 

30 
 

 
 
 

Parish Wide 
Siloa  

Lutheran 
Ontonagon 
7:00 p.m. 

31 



Mondays & Tuesdays: 

Church Office Hours:  
12:00 to 4:00 pm  

Mondays: 

Bible Study 12:00  
 Siloa House    

****************************** 
Prayer Shawl Knitters 

The Prayer Shawl Knitters meet in 
the Siloa Church  basement on 

the third Monday of every month. 
  

If you know of someone who is in 
need of comfort from illness, lone-
liness, who is grieving, or of some-
one who is, or will be, celebrating 
a new life or any other wonderful 

event, please contact:  
 Lori at 884-2513.   

This ministry is open to both men 
& women, beginner or expert. 
Please join us.  

******************************  
The North Country Quilters meet 
every 1st and third Thursday of 

each month at the church.  
****************************** 

Church Council  
March 12 

at 4:00 p.m. 

****************************** 
The Siloa Church Women meet on 
the 1st Thursday of each month. 

 
Radio Broadcast Y101.1 

Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday radio broadcast? If so, the cost is 
$30.00 and you can mail your check  to:  

Siloa Lutheran Church 
218 E. River Street 

Ontonagon, MI  49953  
Please include the date on which you would like to sponsor the broadcast 
and indicate one of the  following: In Memory of (name), In Honor of (name), 
or any other appropriate request. If you have any questions, please call the   
Siloa office at  906-884-2655. 

   SILOA   
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Siloa Lutheran Church Council 

Officers 
President - Bruce Johanson - 884-6886 

Vice President -  Frank Wardynski - 884-4610 
Secretary - Kathy Pattison - 884-4795 

 

Council Members 
Lori Hartzell  
Bill Miller  

Lynn Sorenson  
Gunnard Kyllonen  

 

Treasurer - Karen Flink - 391-0157 
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford 

 

Parish Representatives 
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind 

Church Council 
The Siloa Church Council meetings 

have been moved to the second Monday 
of each month and will  

begin at 4:00 p.m. 



St. Paul’s & First Lutheran - March2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
 

 

3 

 

4 

 

 

 
St. Paul’s 

10:30 a.m. 
Communion 
Pastor Jay 

Welshonse 

 

 

5 
 

6 
 

St. Paul’s: 
Office Hours 
11:30 – 2:00 

p.m. 
 

 

St. Paul’s  

Council Meeting 

 
 
 
 

7 
       St. Paul’s: 

Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 

p.m. 
 

Quilting: 10:00 a.m. 
 

Bible Adventures 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 Lenten Services 

St. Paul’s Methodist 
Rockland 

Soup Meal- 6:00 
p.m. 

Services - 7:00 p.m. 

8 
 
 

St. Paul’s 
Office Hours 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 
 
 

 
 

9 

 

 

On this date in 

1562, kissing in 

public is made  

illegal in Naples, 

Italy, punishable 

by death. 

10 
 

11 
 

  St. Paul’s 

10:30 a.m. 
Communion 
Pastor Jay 

Welshonse 
 

Malaria Net 
 

Daylight Savings 

12 
On this date in 

1994 the famous  
Loch Ness Monster 

photo of 1934   
reportedly taken by 
Col. Robert Wilson 

is exposed as a 
hoax in a deathbed 
confession by Chris 

Spurling who 
claimed to help 
create the photo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s: 
Office Hours 
11:30 – 2:00 

p.m. 
 
 

14 
  

St. Paul’s: 
Office Hours: 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. 

 
Quilting: 10:00 a.m. 

 
Bible Adventures 

4:00 p.m. 
 

 Lenten Services 
Siloa –Ontonagon 
Soup Meal- 6:00 

p.m. 
Services - 7:00 p.m. 

  
 

15 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Paul’s 

Office Hours 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 
 

 
 
 
 
 

16 17 

 

18 
 

 
  St. Paul’s 

10:30 a.m. 
Communion 
Pastor Jay 

Welshonse 

19 
 
 
 
Community Meal 

at St. Paul’s 
Serving 3:00 p.m. 

to 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

20 

 
St. Paul’s: 
Office Hours 
11:30 – 2:00 

p.m. 
 
 

21 
St. Paul’s: 
Office Hours: 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. 

 
Quilting: 10:00 a.m. 

 
Bible Adventures 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Lenten Services 
United Methodist 

Greenland 
Soup Meal - 6:00 

Services - 7:00 

22 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s 
Office Hours 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

  

 

 

24 

 

25 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s 

10:30 a.m. 
Communion 
Pastor Jay 

Welshonse 

 

 
 
 

Palm Sunday 

26 
 

 

27 
 
 

St. Paul’s: 
Office Hours 
11:30 – 2:00 

p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

St. Paul’s: 
Office Hours: 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. 

 
Quilting: 10:00 a.m. 

 
Bible Adventures 

4:00 p.m. 

 
Services - 7:00 

29 
 
 
 

Maundy  
Thursday 

Parish Wide at 
St. Paul’s in 
Mass City 
7:00 p.m. 

30 
 
 

 
Good Friday 

 
Parish Wide 

Siloa Lutheran 
Ontonagon 
7:00 p.m. 

31 

       



 
St. Paul’s Council Meeting 

Tuesday, March 6 
******************************************* 

SIMPLE GIFTS 
Coins that are placed in the St. Paul’s       
offering plate during services each Sunday, 
are set aside to help those in our            
community who may need a little extra 
support.  Please consider placing your 
loose change into the collection plate for a 
friend, neighbor, or someone you have yet 
to meet, that may need a little reminder 
that they are not alone.  Thank you.  

Northern Lights 
 Lutheran  Parish 

is a member of the Congregations of 
the Northern Great Lakes Synod of the 

Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America. 

Synod Web Address: 
www.nglsynod.org 

or ELCA Website: www.elca.org 

  ST. PAUL’S & FIRST ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Quilting at St. Paul’s 
 

Every Wednesday, at 10:00 
a.m., the quilters meet at St. 
Paul’s, and would love to have 
you join them. Beginner or    

expert, all are wel-
come. 
We do share a lunch 
together, so bring a 
bag lunch, or a dish to 

pass if you wish. 

  
Help WOAS - FM 88.5  

Turn Green  
by donating used cartridges  

(Inkjet & Laser jet) for  
 

RECYCLING  
Items can be dropped off at the OASD 

office, the Ontonagon Township Library, 
The Ontonagon Herald, & the Greenland     

Township Offices.  
Pick -up can be arranged by calling,                                                     
813-0614, Ext 109, or contact Ken at 

ken@oasd.k12.mi.us 
  

JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY   

Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area 
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your 

Sound Choice in Ontonagon Country.  
We no longer have an outlet to  recycle cell 

phones, but we are working on it! 

 
Thank you very much! 

$122.00 was raised during 

our February Malaria Net. 

Please plan to join us on 

March 11 for our next 

gathering.  

Community Meal at St. Paul’s - Monday, March 19 
Join us at St. Paul’s on the third  Monday of every month, for a delicious 

meal consisting of a main entrée, wonderful sides, and  

delicious desserts! 

The meal is served from  
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Helping hands are always welcome!  If you wish to help 

out, there are many different jobs to do.  Please    

contact Jim Michie at 883-3612, the church office, or 

stop by the day of the meal.   

          There is no charge  
                           & everyone is welcome! 

We would certainly rather you stay and eat with 
us, but take out is available if you cannot.  

St. Paul’s Church Council 
 

Thank you to our out-going members: Penny Maki &  
Ken Raisanen. Your  time, contributions, ideas, & hard work 
are very much appreciated! 
 
Welcome new members: Rick Saari, Fern Malila, Darlene 
Marczak, and Mel Carlson, who is returning for another term. 

 

 
Representing St. Paul’s on the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish Council: 

Deb Kaikko & Wendy Claus 

2018-2019-2020  
Rick Saari-President 

Mel Carlson 
Fern Malila 

2017-2018-2019  
Bill Anttila 

Wendy Claus 
Darlene Marczak 

2016-2017-2018  
Deb Kaikko 
Gerry Niemi 

Cheryl Coffey 

If you cannot get to the 
meal due to illness or 

immobility, please call 
the church and we may 

be able to deliver to 
you.  883-3602 

       Welcome! 
      Judith Marie McKay. 

 
On February 25, St. Paul’s  
welcomed Judy into our 

 congregation as she was baptized 
by Pastor Jay.  

Judy was born April 13, 2017, & is 
the daughter of Richard & Rebekah 

McKay of Mass City. 
 

Her Godparents are 
Laurie McKay & 
Nick Meneguzzo. 

 
Judy’s grandparents 
are Louie & Sandra 

Meneguzzo, &  
Richard & Sue 

McKay. 

 



Please Remember in 
Your Prayers: 

Jim Michie, Paul Saari, Norm 
Durham, Dan Rellis, Donna 
Wesander, Kay Pasanen, Billy 

Piirala, Laurie Hiltunen, Sandy Michie, Irving Olson, 
Rita Saari, Bill Anttila, Sally Moilanen, Carl Weisinger, 
William Rantala, Sharon Nies, John Buzzo, Elvie 
Mannikko, Jean Holmes, Pastor Cherrie Sporleder, 
Bonnie Buchanan, Sigrid Bonnetti, Don Olson,  Jessica 
Anttila, George Brookins, Jeanne Murphy, Heaven 
Welshonse, Julie Kolpack, Marilyn Hokkanen,  Esther 
Kieranen, Ellie Burgess, Sondra Ellington, Kara Booth 
 
Please Remember the Families of: Tom Hedler, 

Phyllis Koivu, Barb Anttila, Jerry Plutchak, Marilyn 

Gregorich, Ron Moilanen, Molly Viita,  Doris Truscott, 
& Marie Broemer 
 
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: 
Victoria Beck, Beatrice Miilu, Edna Trasti, & June 
Tredeau 

Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin  

Bayside Village - L’Anse:  Ray Luoma & Pauline 

Wesander 

Northern Stars Adult Foster Care:  Shirley Lescelius 

Home Bound: Robert Store 
 
In the Service: 
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton 
Allen, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, 
Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley, 
Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen,  Stephanie 
Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, Acyee 
McCraw, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson,  and their 
families. 
 

The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania. 
 

For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone  

who is, thankfully, doing well  now and may be removed,  
please let Karen or Pattie know.   

Please remember to check the military listings also.  Thank you. 
 

 

MARCHMARCH  
Birthdays and Anniversary's* 

  1.  Sonja Niemi 
       Alexandra Jaris 
  5.  George Nygard 
       Einard & Marcy Mannikko 
  9.  Ryan Kemppainen 
10.  Olive Schmidt 
11.  Jarod Anttila 
14.  Jeanette Bedford 
17.  Jack Sipola 
19.  Patti Witt 
20.  Betty Kratt 
24.  Mary Kieranen 
       Tina Ekonen 
       Eli Isotalo 
26.  Betty Roehm 
27.  Shirley Lescelius 
28.  Jude Schmidt 
29.  Sylvia Peterson 
       Bob Kekke 
26.  Alan & Deb Kaikko* 
       Len Gilly 

God bless you on your special day and  
all throughout the year.  

Please Let Us Know… 
 

If you, or a loved one is sick, in 
the hospital, homebound, or are 
in need of pastoral care, please 
don’t  hesitate to let us know, 
and do not assume that some-
one else has already told us.  

Call the Siloa or St. Paul’s offices, (please leave 
a message if there is no answer), contact a 
church member, Pastor Jay, send an email, or 
just leave a note in the offering plate.  

You are all precious gifts of God, and we do 
not want anyone to be unintentionally missed.  
 

Contact information and  telephone numbers  
 are located on the front of this newsletter.  



Once a month, St. 
Paul’s hosts a Malaria 
Net  gathering following      
services.   
 
We gather for coffee, 
goodies, fellowship, and 
for a wonderful cause.  
 
The last two quarters of 
2017 are represented in 
the letter to the right. 
 
If you wish to join us, 
the gathering date is on 
the calendar in your  
Silver Trumpet.   
 
Won’t you please join 
us? Everyone is wel-
come to attend whether 
to  join us in fellowship, 
to  donate, or both.  

Imagine NO Malaria 

Lenten Worship Schedule for March 

March 7 - St. Paul’s Methodist - Rockland 

March 14 - Siloa Lutheran - Ontonagon 

March 21 - United Methodist - Greenland 

Above Lenten Services begin at 6:00 p.m. with a soup meal and services follow at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

March 29  
 St. Paul’s - Mass City 

7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday Services 
Parish Wide 

Siloa Lutheran - Ontonagon 
7:00 p.m. 



Dear Diana, 
 

It takes a special person 
To be a pastor’s wife, 

For it is not an easy task 
Or a simple way of  life.  

The phone often rings at dinner time, 
Vacations, they are few. 

With so many needs within our church, 
There is always lots to do.  

When people need a helping hand, 
On you they can depend, 

For you always try to do your best 
To be a wonderful friend.  

You hold a very special place 
And we hope you always know, 
You are a special gift from God 

Who is appreciated so.  

March is Pastor’s wife appreciation month. 
Whether you’re aware of it or not, pastors’ 

wives have a unique calling. 

Standing beside their husbands in ministry, 
navigating congregational expectations, 

and trying to apply the gospel to their own 
hearts can make being a ministry wife both 

a blessing and a challenge. 
 

We are so blessed to have you Diana! 
Thank you, from all of us from the  

Northern Lights Parish. 

Sunday, March 11 



Ontonagon-White Pine Rotary Helps Mexican Town 
  
     The Ontonagon-White Pine Rotary Club regularly sponsors activities to financially assist programs in the coun-

ty.  From school activities, to parks and hospitals, the group has raised thousands of dollars for the projects. 

     Recently, though, Rotary President, Jan Wolfe reminded members Rotary is an international organization and 

the small Ontonagon club should see if there is a project to help those outside the country. 

Wolfe said she received an email about Project Amigo.  Twenty-five years ago, a couple traveling in Mexico took 

the wrong bus and ended up in an impoverished community in Colima.  That couple started     Project Amigo, 

which has resulted in 33 kids who have graduated from the University of Colima, found good employment, and 

pulled themselves and families out of poverty. 

     Over the years, Project Amigo has built two classrooms, a kitchen, children’s bathrooms, hired two teachers,  

provided playground equipment, a roof over the veranda, and much more with the help from Rotary clubs and indi-

viduals. 

     One of the many Amigo projects was to knit or crochet squares which are sewn together and sent to the project.  

At first, they were sent to the students for warmth.  Since then the project has 

evolved. 

     Ontonagon Rotarian Janis Burgess suggested to Wolfe that the afghan project 

might be something the Ontonagon group could encourage.  The size of the 

squares is listed by the project organizers. 

     The squares are then packed up and sent to a couple in New England, then sent 

to parents of the students at the Amigo school where they sew them together.  

They are paid for that work, which, according to organizers, helps to put money 

into the hands of the student’s parents. 

     Burgess copied the email with its instructions and asked a friend to post it at 

the senior center in Ewen.  Mary Ann Cestkowski, Bruce Crossing, saw the note 

and said she would be interested in helping.  She crochets squares according the  

instructions, and when she has a bagful, she brings them to Burgess where they 

are packed up and sent to Dr. Sam and Sharon Brown. 

     Each afghan, comprised of 96 squares, will be placed in a plastic bag with 

enough yarn to sew them together.  The bags will be placed in boxes and mailed 

at the Brown’s expense to volunteers who will be traveling to Mexico for the Amigo project. 

     Since that time, other area knitter and crocheters have indicated interest in assisting with the project.  The free 

pattern for the squares can be seen at ravelry.com/patterns/library/easy-ninepatch. 
 
Tucker, Jan, Ontonagon-White Pine Rotary Helps Mexican Town, The Daily Globe, 9 February, 2018, p.3 

On the following page is a pattern from Revery.com., and another we found on the web. If you wish, 
there are many other easy  patterns to be found.  Just be sure to have the correct size.   

Squares will be sorted by color and arranged into designs of 8 squares by 12 squares, about 6.5 X 4 feet.  
In addition to instructions and materials for each afghan, Project Amigo will pay those workers in the 

state of Colima 250   pesos (approx. 14 U.S. dollar) for each completed afghan.   

One goal of the afghan project is to provide afghans for the 160 Project Amigo 
scholarship recipients in grades seven through university level and for the hundreds 
of children involved in the Project Amigo primary school incentive program.  

 Another goal is to provide a source of income for the people who sew the afghans 
together, the majority of whom will be unemployed mothers of Project Amigo 
scholarship recipients.  

This is an ongoing project and here is a link to squares that have already been sewn 
into 46 afghans distributed to Project Amigo students in 2017.   

www.srbrown.info/afghans 

 

If you wish to contribute any squares, you may drop them off at  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Mass City or contact Janis Burgess. 





~From the Bishop 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
It used to be that Palm 
Sunday was a day of   
celebration.  The better 
part of the worship    
service was hosannas 
and palm branches  
waving.  Children and 
adults looked forward to 
this upbeat worship,            
especially after 40 days 

of somber, penitential Lent.   And the service 
acted as a sort of reprieve, before the         
intensity of Holy Week began. 
 
But then, attendance during the 
Great Three Days began to    
decline.  Maybe Holy Week was 
too intense for some.  Maybe it 
was too sad.  Maybe these 
three days somehow were no 
longer given the focus and at-
tention due them as the central 
worship of our faith.   
 
Whatever the reason, missing Holy Week 
meant that folks were experiencing the 
“happy happy joy joy” of Palm Sunday and 
then leaping over Holy Week to the “happy 
happy joy joy” of Easter Sunday.  They would 
completely skip over death, and suffering, 
and sadness.  They would miss the betrayal, 
the last supper, the crucifixion of Jesus. 
 
And I guess, who can blame folks for wanting 
to avoid all that grim darkness.  We would 
much rather celebrate and be joyful than sad 
and somber. 
 
But worship that only considers the happy 
hosannas and the empty tomb misses the 
whole point of Christ on the cross and the sin 
of the world that put him there.  There is    
value in looking at the death of Jesus, in  
pondering his suffering, and in dwelling on 
his last hours of life.   
 
Because you know and I know that life is not 
all “happy happy joy joy.”  To worship in Lent, 
and to dive in to Holy Week is to admit the 
truth to  

ourselves, no matter how unpleasant – that life can 
be hard, and death can be harder.  We live in the 
shadow and fear of death.  We suffer. We sin.  We 
die.  And we need saving. 
 
So I am glad that our Lutheran tradition dwells in the 
darkness, if only for a little while.  It is good that our 
worship reflects the truth of life and the truth of our 
faith.  Constant joy is not the way things are.  And 
worship that only celebrates feeling good, soon 
seems hollow, no matter how upbeat the music.   
 
So during Lent and Holy Week we take the time to 
consider the suffering and death of Jesus.  During 
these 40 days, we sit in the knowledge of our sinful-
ness and consider our need for God.  
 
And we take this time, not so that we feel condemned 

and sad, but because death is the only 
way to new life. 
 
Jumping from Palm Sunday to Easter is 
like jumping from fall to spring with no 
winter.  Fall and winter are necessary be-
fore spring can come.  And Jesus must 
suffer death before he can rise again.  
There is no resurrection without the cruci-
fixion.  There is no rising without dying.  
Easter joy is real when we admit that 

death is real.  We receive the freedom of forgiveness 
with relief and gladness if first we understand our 
need for God’s grace. 
 
So Palm Sunday is now Passion Sunday and our  
hosannas quickly fade.  During Holy Week, we will 
pause in Jesus’ final hours and give them their due. 
In our Lutheran tradition there is no escaping the  
sacrifice and death of Christ.    
 
But then neither do we miss the new life of             
resurrection and the fullness of Easter joy… 
in this life, nor in the life to come. 
         
~Yours in Christ,  
Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 

 

 

And springtime 
          rallies 
   at the touch 
      of the breath 
              of God. 



St. Paul’s Community Meal 

Update 

Beware the blob…. 

 

The Holy Spirit helps us to hear God  
inside  us, but it also helps us to find   

community with other people.  It is like 
being a family without being related!  

When “The Blob” game begins, there is 
only one person searching.  He needs 

to search for others to come together, 
and as others are found, we join        

together to help out, we join together 
to worship, we join together to become 

a church family.  



Activity Page Why is it Called “Good Friday” and “Not Sad Friday?” 
 

Why and how did Jesus die?  Why was it called “Good 
Friday when Jesus died?  Shouldn’t it be called “Sad 
Friday?” 
 
Let’s read the story of Good Friday and maybe we will 
find the answer. 
 
Jesus was on the cross. It was about 3 o’clock in the af-
ternoon and suddenly, the sun stopped shining.  Dark-
ness came over the whole land until 6 o’clock.  There 
was three hours of darkness altogether.  
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit,” and then he died. 
 
A Roman guard seeing what had happened praised God 
and said, “Surely this was the Son of God.”  Some    
people believed, but some went away angry, others were 
fearful, including Jesus’ followers. 
 
There was a rich man named Joseph.  He asked to take 
Jesus’ body so he could bury Jesus in the tomb.  Long 
ago, people who had died were wrapped up in a long 
piece of cloth and placed in a cave-like tomb. 
 
Some of the religious leaders who did not like Jesus re-
membered that He had said that He would rise from the 
dead.  They were afraid that it would come true so they 
persuaded the governor to seal the tomb and station 
many Roman guards in front of it.  The wanted to be 
sure that Jesus would not disappear from the tomb even 
though   Joseph had already rolled a big stone to cover 
the entrance. 
 
At dawn on the third day, some women went to look at 
the tomb, the stone was rolled away and they could not 
find Jesus.  He was gone.  Where did he go?  Who took 
him away? 
 
Nobody.  Jesus had risen.  He was resurrected.  
 
So it came true.  Jesus said the He would die and on the 
third day would rise.  
 
Is He alive?  Yes, He is alive! 
Is He alive today?  Yes, He is alive today! 
 
So is that why we say “Good Friday” when Jesus died 
instead of “Sad Friday?” 
 
Yes, and even more than that.  Jesus did not die just  
because the people killed 
him.  He knew that he 
would die. 
 

For God so loved 
the world that he 

gave his only  
begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in 
him shall never die, 
but have eternal life.  

 John 3:16 
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