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See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43:19)
A little girl noticed that every time her mother cooked a roast she chopped a piece off the end of the roast before
putting it in the oven. Intrigued, she asked her mother why she did this. “Well to be honest, I do it because that’s
the way my mother always does it” came the reply. “I’m sure she must have some good reason for it.”
At the next family gathering, the child decided to satisfy her curiosity. “Grandma, why do you always chop the end
off the roast before cooking it?” “Well to be honest, I do it because that’s the way my mother always does it” came
the reply. “I’m sure she must have some good reason for it.”
A week or so later the little girl was visiting her 90 year old great grandmother. She explained that mummy and
grandma always chop the end off the roast before cooking it, but couldn’t remember why. Did she know? “Of
course I do!” said Great-grandma. “Imagine the two of them doing that! Why, I only cut the piece off because my
pan was too small!”
If you’ve been in the church for even a little while, you may have come across the phrase, “we’ve always done it
that way.” And while on its surface, there’s nothing wrong with saying that, it’s when you try to go a little deeper
or try to look behind the what is done to get to the why it’s done.
500 hundred years ago this month, Martin Luther dared to start digging a little deeper into the why’s of a number of
things that were going on in the church at the time. It wasn’t done maliciously. It wasn’t done because Luther
thought he was right and everyone else was wrong. It certainly wasn’t done to start a new church. Luther’s 95
Theses, the document that for many of us marks the beginning of the Reformation, was simply a request to start a
conversation, to debate the state of the church and what direction it seemed to be heading.
Of course, it wasn’t received that way by some of the people in authority at the time. Sort of like when all of those
strange things that Jesus was saying about God’s kingdom and how we were supposed to treat one another wasn’t
received all that well by the religious authorities of his time. But in both instances, the Gospel would not be held in
check by anyone holding earthly authority.
So is it wrong to question why we do things the way we do? Should we question those in authority when we feel
that we may be headed in the wrong direction? I believe the lives of both Martin Luther and Jesus would give you
an answer to both of those questions. Asking good questions in a respectful manner has always been a good way to
learn; even when we don’t agree with the answer.
And yet, there seems to be a growing phenomenon in our culture, both inside and outside the church. Wellmeaning people, who simply want to have a discussion; who want to ask challenging questions and explore deeper
answers, are in danger of being labeled as divisive or hateful simply because a question has been asked or an
observation made that is seen as a challenge to someone’s authority. But the good thing is that people are still
asking questions, especially if they don’t like the answers. And isn’t that what makes for a good debate and a good
opportunity for learning? And not just about the church or even ourselves, but about God’s grace as well.
It is my prayer that the church will continue to learn, and grow in faith and service to our loving God. But that will
only be if the church (and that’s all of us) is willing to take the time and ask some hard questions of itself when they
are needed. And while there will be times when it feels like we’re wandering in the wilderness, we only need to ask
God to open our eyes, and look to see where God has set our path as we continue in the life giving and reforming
newness of God’s grace, mercy and love.

GOD
MADE

Pastors

God laid His hand upon them,
and breathed hope into their spirits.
He filled them with His strength,
and placed a message of urgency
around their lives.
God challenged them to greater works
than He had ever done.
Then, with His own hand of blessing,
He wrapped them up in His mantle of love
and called them Pastors.

October 8, is Clergy Appreciation Day and
October 12 is Pastor Appreciation Day.
Thank you Pastor Jay for your leadership, your faithfulness,
and the blessing that you are to our parish.
Thank you, for all that you do, today, and every day!

God Bless you Pastor Jay!
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p.m.
15
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse
Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.
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6:00 p.m.
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Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon
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Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.
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12
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

On this date in
1870, Robert
E. Lee dies
peacefully at
his home.
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Appreciation
Day
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16
Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon
Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Prayer Shawl
1:00 p.m.
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Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Sweetest Day

31

Halloween

North
Country
Quilters
9:30 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

25

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl
1:00 p.m.

19

Church Council
Meeting
5:30

On this date in
1974, the film
Benji opened in
theaters. It would
become a family
classic.

24
Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon

30

18

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Community Meal
at St. Paul’s
Serving 3:00 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m.
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Tuesday

26

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

On this date in
1858, Teddy
Roosevelt was
born.

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS
A man found a cocoon for a butterfly. One day a small opening appeared. He sat and watched the butterfly for several
hours as it struggled to force its body through the little hole.
Then it seemed to stop making any progress. It appeared as if
it had gotten as far as it could go. So he decided to help the
butterfly.
He took a pair of scissors and snipped the remaining bit of the
cocoon. The butterfly then emerged easily. However,
something was strange. The butterfly had a swollen body and
shriveled wings. The man continued to watch. He expected at
any moment, the wings would enlarge and expand to be able
to support the body. Neither happened. In fact, the butterfly
spent the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body
and deformed wings. It was never able to fly.
What the man in his kindness and haste did not understand,
was that the restricting cocoon and the struggle required for
the butterfly to get through the small opening of the cocoon
are God’s way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly
into it its wings so that it would be ready for flight once it
achieved its freedom from the cocoon.
Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our life.
If God allowed us to go through all our life
without any obstacles, that would cripple us.
We would not be as strong as what we could
have been.
Not only that, we could never fly.

On October 8th, beginning at
7:00 p.m. the Rev D.J. Rasner
from Gloria Dei, will be speaking
at the historic Jacobsville
Chapel. This Harvest Festival
Worship Service will be the last
for the year.

Sometimes God says,
“Slow down,
I want you to be still and listen.
Can’t you see you’re going too fast?
Know that I am here to
take care of you.”
Now and then our body needs rest,
Endless running can wear us down,
So rest a while and let healing work,
Slow down, and let God speak.

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday radio broadcast? If so, the cost
is $30.00 and you can mail your check to:

Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to sponsor the
broadcast and indicate one of the following: In Memory of (name), In
Honor of (name), or any other appropriate request. If you have any
questions, please call the Siloa office at 906-884-2655.

Mondays &
Tuesdays:
Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm
Mondays:
Bible Study 12:00 at Siloa
House
Saturdays:
Boy Scouts - To Resume in the
Fall
******************************
Thursday - October 5
Women’s Group - 6:00 p.m.
Thursday– October 5 & 19
North Country Quilters
Wednesday - October 18
Council Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
Monday - October 16
Prayer Shawl - 1:00 p.m.
The Prayer Shawl Knitters
meet in the Siloa Church
basement on the third Monday
of every month.
If you of know of someone who
is in need of comfort from
illness, loneliness, who is
grieving, or of someone who is,
or will be, celebrating a new
life or any other wonderful
event, please contact:
Lori at 884-2513.
This ministry is open to both
men & women, beginner or
expert. Please join us.
Everyone Welcome!
Siloa Lutheran Church Council
Officers
President - Frank Wardynski - 884-4160
Vice President - Kathy Pattison - 884-4795
Secretary - Mary Roehm - 884-4500
Council Members
Bruce Johanson - 884-6886
Margaret Byrnes - 884-2523
Lynn Sorensen - 884-2894
Lori Hartzell - 884-2513
Treasurer - Karen Flink - 391-0157
Financial Secretary - Ellie Burgess - 884-4275
Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson, Nancy Adams

St. Paul’s & First Lutheran - October 2017
Sun

Mon
2

1

Tue
3

St. Paul’s

8

4
Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

St. Paul’s
Council
Meeting
9

10

St. Paul’s:

12

St. Paul’s:

St. Paul’s
Office Hours
9:00 a.m. - Noon

Quilting: 10:00 a.m.
Bible Adventures
4:00 p.m.

Pastor
Appreciation
Day

Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

Malaria Net

6

11

St. Paul’s:

Clergy
Appreciation Day

5

Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m.

Harvest Festival
Worship at
Jacobsville
7:00 p.m.
15

10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

13

Sat
7
First Lutheran
6:00 p.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

14
First Lutheran
6:00 p.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Friday the 13th

16

St. Paul’s

Fri

Quilting: 10:00 a.m.
Bible Adventures
4:00 p.m.

Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m.

St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Thu

On this date in
1961, President
St. Paul’s
Kennedy advises
Office Hours
Americans to build
9:00 a.m. - Noon bomb shelters to
avoid atomic fallout in the event of
a nuclear war.

St. Paul’s:

10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse
International Day
for the Elderly

Wed

17

Community
Meal at St.
Paul’s
Serving
3:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m.

18

St. Paul’s:

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

19
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m.

20

21
First Lutheran
6:00 p.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

St. Paul’s
Office Hours
9:00 a.m. - Noon

Quilting: 10:00 a.m.
Bible Adventures
4:00 p.m.

Boss’s Day
23

22

.

St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse
29

St. Paul’s
Reformation
Sunday
Parish Wide
Gathering at
Siloa
9:00 a.m.

24

30

25

St. Paul’s:

26

St. Paul’s:

Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m.

Sweetest Day

Quilting: 10:00 a.m.
Bible Adventures
4:00 p.m.

31

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

Happy
Halloween

St. Paul’s
Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—Noon

27

28
First Lutheran
6:00 p.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

ST. PAUL’S & FIRST ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul’s Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 3
*******************************************
Harvest Festival Worship
October 8th is the Harvest Festival
Worship Service at the Jacobsville Chapel.
the service begins at 7:00 p.m. and will be
the last one of the season. The Rev. D.J.
Rasner of Gloria Dei will be the speaker.

Community Meal at St. Paul’s
Monday, October 16

Join us at St. Paul’s on the third Monday of every month, for a delicious
meal consisting of a main entrée, wonderful sides, and delicious desserts!

The meal is served from
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

In o
r T
ake
There is no charge &
Out
everyone is welcome!

Sponsored in part by

*******************************************
Life must be lived forwards, but can only
be understood backwards.
--Kierkgaard
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
Turn Green
by donating used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet) for

Eat

a grant from the
Portage Health

If you wish to help, please call Jim Michie, the church
office, or stop by on the day of the meal. There are
many different ways that you can help. Stay for an
hour, or stay for the day.

We hope to see you there!

RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the OASD
office, the Ontonagon Township Library,
The Ontonagon Herald, & the Greenland
Township Offices.
Pick -up can be arranged by calling,
813-0614, Ext 109, or contact Ken at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us

Thank You Very Much!
$190.00 was raised at St. Paul’s September
Malaria Net Event.
Our next gathering will be October 8

following services.

JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound
Choice in Ontonagon Country.
As of December 2016, we will no longer have
an outlet to recycle cell phones,
but we are working on it!

Simple Gifts
Coins that are placed in the St. Paul’s
offering plate during services each Sunday,
are set aside to help those in our
community who may need a little extra
support. Please consider placing your
loose change into the collection plate for a
friend, neighbor, or someone you have yet
to meet, that may need a little reminder
that they are not alone. Thank you.
******************************************

I haven’t been everywhere…..
but it’s on my list.

Quilting at St. Paul’s
Quilting has begun again at St.
Paul’s. We meet every Wednesday
at 10:00 a.m. and would love to
have you join us.
You do not need to be an expert
sewer. There are many jobs in putting a quilt together and we can get
you started. We also share a lunch
together, so if you wish, bring a dish
to pass, or a bag lunch.

Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish

is a member of the Congregations
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod
of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
or ELCA Website: www.elca.org

Whether the weather be fine,
Or whether the weather be not,
Whether the weather be cold,
Or whether the weather be hot,
We’ll weather the weather
Whatever the weather
Whether we like the weather
Or not!

Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Paul Saari, Norm Durham, Dan Rellis,
Donna Wesander, Kay Pasanen, Billy
Piirala, Laurie Hiltunen, Sandy Michie,
Spero Behr, Irving Olson, Phyllis Koivu,
Rita Saari, Barb & Bill Anttila, Ronald Saari, Ron & Sally
Moilanen, Carl Weisinger, William Rantala, Sharon
Nies, John Buzzo, Janice Behr, Pat Doyle,
Elvie
Mannikko, Scott Daniels, Jean Holmes, Pastor Cherrie
Sporleder, Bonnie Buchanan, Sigrid Bonnetti, Don
Olson, Jessica Anttila, George Brookins, Julie Kolpack,
Marilyn Hokkanen, Renee Kincaid, Esther Kieranen,
Sondra Ellington, Corey Crommel, & Marilyn Gregorich

Please Remember the Families of: Eric Hartzell,
Ruth MacFarlane, Phyllis Weisinger, & Bill Kovalainen
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care:
Marie Broemer, Victoria Beck, Beatrice Miilu, Edna
Trasti, & June Tredeau,
Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin

Bayside Village - L’Anse: Ray Luoma & Pauline
Wesander

Adult Foster Care-Lake Linden: Shirley Lescelius
Home Bound: Robert Store
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton
Allen, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty,
Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley,
Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen, Stephanie
Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, Acyee
McCraw, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, and their
families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone
who is, thankfully, doing well and now and may be removed,
please let Karen or Pattie know.
Please remember to check the military listings also. Thank you.

OCTOBER

Birthdays and Anniversary's*
3. Bernice Huotari
Ray Luoma
4. Jon Uotila
Tim & Darlene Marczak*
Bob Siblisky
Ron Store Jr.
5. Diana Welshonse
6. Ray & Lisa Satio*
Ellie Burgess
Margy Byrnes
8. Kevin Anttila
9. Grace Lundberg
12. Jack Short
13. Marlene Broemer
14. Marcia Pietila
Bob & Tina Ekonen
15. Rhoda Brandt
Pattie Corey
16. Anders Ahlskog
Bob Pattison
19. Bob & Wendy Claus*
Bob LaBine
20. Penny Roehm
David & Alexandra Jaris* - Happy 55th
24. Marcus Kopsi
26. Gary Byrnes
28. Kay Latvis
29. Jerry Roehm

Please Let Us Know…
If you, or a loved one is sick, in the hospital,
homebound, or are in need of pastoral care,
please don’t hesitate to let us
know, and do not assume that
someone else has already told
us. Call the Siloa or St. Paul’s
offices, (please leave a message
if there is no answer), contact a
church member, Pastor Jay,
send an email, or just leave a
note in the offering plate.
You are all precious gifts of God, and we do
not want anyone to be unintentionally missed.
Contact information and telephone numbers
are located on the front of this newsletter.

Reformation Sunday
Parish Wide Event

Blessings In A Backpack

On Sunday, October, 29, Siloa will host
a parish wide event celebrating the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
“Martin Luther posted the Ninety-Five Theses in
Wittenberg, Germany, on Oct. 31, 1517, and the
resulting debate about Christian teaching and
practice led to changes that have shaped the
course of Western Christianity for almost 500
years. The Reformation offers to Christians
everywhere a liberating way of listening to and
sharing the word of God. It teaches that Christ's
life flows through faith into a life of service to
the neighbor and offers the promise of God's
love that makes possible a life of "living,
daring confidence in God's grace."

Please join us at 9:00 a.m. at Siloa
Lutheran Church in Ontonagon.
Everyone is welcome!
ELCA to Celebrate 500th Anniversary with Public Event in
D.C. June 8, 2016. Retrieved Sep. 25, 2017 from http://
elca.org.

St. Paul’s has received a Synod Invitation to participate in
the Synod Backpack Program that provides food for hungry students who need food over the weekends and days
that school is not scheduled.
We could either send it to the Synod to be distributed, or
send it to a local program.
This year, we have decided to keep it local.
All items collected will be donated to the Ontonagon Area Schools
program to help students who may need something to eat while not
receiving a school lunch due to days that school is not in session.
We will be doing this collection throughout the entire school year.
There is a bin with a list of suggested items located in the
narthex if you wish to donate to this program.
Suggested items:
Mac & Cheese Cups (Not Boxes) Granola Bars
Chef Boyardee Products
Popcorn
Apple Sauce or Fruit Cups
Ramen Noodles
Snack Sandwich Crackers (Cheese or Peanut Butter)
Peanut Butter
Individual Cereal Portions (Oatmeal Packets or Cold Cereal Cups)

Thank you for your participation in this effort!

PANCAKE BREAKFAST BENEFIT
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Mass City
Sunday, October 1, 2017

St. Paul’s is holding a benefit for the
ELCA Hurricane Relief Fund following services on Oct. 1.
Services begin at 10:30 a.m.,
or if you would prefer,
services end at approximately 11:30 a.m.
Menu Includes:
Pancakes, Sausage, Fruit,
Juice, & Coffee

If donating by check, please
make checks out to:
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church with
ELCA U.S. Hurricane Relief
noted in the memo line.

This is a free will offering and
everyone is invited!

Will be showing:

Luther and the
Reformation

A Video Presentation

F

ive hundred years ago,
Martin Luther kicked off the
Protestant Reformation,
which contributed to the
birth of our modern age. In
this one-hour special —
filmed on location in Europe
— Rick Steves tells the story
of a humble monk who lived
a dramatic life. Rick visits
key sites relating to the
Reformation (including
Erfurt, Wittenberg, and
Rome) and explores the
complicated political world
of 16th-century Europe —
from indulgences to
iconoclasts, and from the
printing press to the Counter
-Reformation. It’s a story of
power, rebellion, and
faith that you’ll never forget.

Come join us for a viewing of this public television special at
St. Paul’s, 1409 Ridge Ave. in Mass City.
Tuesday, October 10th at 7:00 PM or Sunday, October 22nd at 1:00 PM
There is no cost to attend and everyone is welcome!

ACTIVITY
PAGE
What do you call a goblin
who gets too close to a
bonfire?
A toasty ghosty.

Candy Corn
I’m a candy corn
Orange, yellow, and white!
God is with me day and night.
White is for my sins,
Jesus washed away,
Orange is for my faith, bursting
forth each day.
Yellow shines for joy and love so
true.
I want to be sweet, and a blessing
to you!

