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There I was, sitting at the computer and wondering what I should write about for the newsletter. Looking
out the window I could see the snow on the ground and coating the trees giving everything that postcard
type of look and then I remembered something a friend of mine had posted on her Facebook page—I
miss my flip-flops, winter go away. And while there are probably a number of people who are having
the very same thought, they will undoubtedly be wishing for cooler weather once summer does arrive.
It seems that we can become fixated about what’s coming next in our lives. We very seldom look around
us and see what’s happening in the here and now, but instead start planning for the next event once the
current one has happened. There are most likely a number of us who have already moved on from
Christmas and are looking at what is coming up next on the calendar. Now there’s nothing wrong with
planning for the future or looking ahead to what’s coming down the road; but we really do need to stop
and look around us once in a while and take a look at what’s happening right now.
One of my favorite movie characters is Yoda from Star Wars. It seems that he is always coming up with
some tidbit of wisdom that was perfect for the situation. At one point he has to decide whether or not he
will become a trainer and mentor for a young man and makes this observation, “All his life has he looked
away... to the future, to the horizon. Never his mind on where he was. Hmm? What he was doing.
Hmph.”
Again, there is nothing wrong with looking ahead, to dreaming and planning and wondering what might
be. But what happens when that’s all we do? What happens when we don’t look at where we are now,
or how we happened to get there? And you know something? It happens in the church too.
Sometimes we get so busy with what’s happening next; the next meeting, the next worship service, the
next event and so on that we sometimes forget to stop and look around and see where we are now. And
more importantly, to see what God is doing in our lives and the life of the church—right now.
During our recent seasons of Advent and Christmas we like to use the name Emmanuel or if you prefer
Immanuel as a reminder about how great an event it was that God loved his creation so much that he
became one of us and lived among us. And that, as you may remember, is what that name means; God is
with us. Not was with us or will be with us, although each is certainly true, but IS with us—right now.
In this space of time between the joys of Christmas, the celebration of a new year and the next big thing
on your calendar, I want you to spend a little time in the now. Whether it’s during a church service, your
own personal devotion or prayer time, or when you can take a quiet moment; set aside the planning and
thinking about tomorrow and have some now time with God. As the old saying goes, “Yesterday is
history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift of God, which is why we call it the present.” So let’s all
take some time to come and be with God in the here and now; the very God who is always with us; here
and now.

ST. PAUL’S & FIRST ANNOUNCEMENTS
Community Meal
Monday,
JANUARY 16
Join us at St. Paul’s on the third Monday
of every month for a delicious meal of a
main dish, fresh bread, desserts,
beverages and other wonderful sides!

~~ Eat In or Take Out.~~
The meal is served from
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

There is no charge & Everyone is welcome!

Help is always needed, and greatly
appreciated. If you wish to help out
by food prep, cooking, set up, serving,
or clean up, please contact Jim Michie
at 883-3612 or stop in on the Monday
of the meal! You will be glad you did.

******************************************

St. Paul’s Council Meeting
January 3

******************************************

Simple Gifts
Each Sunday, coins that are placed in
the St. Paul’s offering plate will be set
aside to help the needy in our
communities. Please consider placing
any loose change into the collection
plate. It may be greatly appreciated by
someone living close to you.
******************************************

Wednesday Bible Adventures will
resume on January 11.

******************************************

As you slide
down the bannister
of life, may the
splinters never
point your way.
~~Unknown

First Lutheran
held their final
service of the
year to a packed
house on
Christmas Eve.
We will be
re-opening again in the spring. The date is yet
to be determined. See you then!

Offering envelopes
are now located in
the narthex at St.
St. Paul’s collected 119 items on the Mitten Tree this
Paul’s for you to pick
year. There were 22 scarves, 3 complete sets, 8 socks
and booties, 30 hats, 7 headbands,
up. If your name is
and 46 mittens and gloves!
not listed on a box,
Thank you to everyone who helped
and you would like to
to decorate the tree! Thank you
also to all who donated to the Can- receive some, or you
know of someone
A-Thon to make our bin overflow
with help for those who need it.
else who would,
Your generosity is so appreciated! please let the office
know.
If you are planning on going away for the
winter months, please let Pattie or Karen
know your change of address.
The post office charges us for
any corrections or forwards so
it is important that you make
us aware of any changes.
Thank you!

St. Paul’s Annual
Meeting will be
January 29,
following services.
Please have your reports
to Pattie by January 23.

Quilting at St. Paul’s
Please join us for quilting
every Wednesday at 10:00
a.m. at St. Paul’s. Everyone
is welcome. Beginner or
expert, we would love to
have you join us! We also
share a lunch together,
so if you wish, bring a
dish to pass.

Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish

is a member of the
Congregations of the Northern
Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
or ELCA Website:
www.elca.org

Thank
you to all
who
donated
during
our
Malaria Net Fellowship in
December.
$145.00 was raised!
Please join us at our next
gathering on
January 8, 2017 following
services.

St. Paul’s & First Lutheran - January
Sun
1 St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

8

Mon
2

On this date in
1960, Senator

John F. Kennedy
announced his
intention to seek
the Democratic
presidential
nomination.

Tue
3

4

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

St. Paul’s:

Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Quilting
10:00 a.m.

St. Paul’s
Council
Meeting

10

9

Wed

11

Thu
5
On this date in
1914, Henry
Ford
introduced a
minimum
wage scale of
$5.00 per day.

Fri
6

Epiphany of
Our Lord

Sat
7

First Lutheran
will be closed
until Spring.
Re-opening date
to be determined.

12

13

14

19

20

21

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 300 p.m.

St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Quilting—10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible
Adventures
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Malaria Net
Baptism of Our
Lord

15

16
St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

22
St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Speaker To be
Determined

Community
Meal at St.
Paul’s.
Serving from
3:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m.

17
St. Paul’s:
Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

18

St. Paul’s:

Quilting
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible
Adventures
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

23
24
My mind works
St. Paul’s:
like
Office Hours
lightening…
11:30 – 2:00
one brilliant
p.m.
flash, and then
it’s gone!

25

26

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Quilting
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible
Adventures
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

29

30

31

St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

St Paul’s
Annual
Meeting

On this date
in 1981
Iran released
52 weary
American
hostages,
who were
held for 444
days

Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

27

28

S I L OA A N N O U N C EM E N T S
The Annual Meeting for
Siloa will be January 22. Please
have your reports to Karen as
soon as possible.
If you think nobody cares if you're
alive, try missing a couple of car
payments."
~Flip Wilson

NEW YEAR PRAYER
Thank You Lord for
giving me
The brand new year ahead.
Help me live the way I
should,
As each new day I tread.
Give me gentle wisdom,
That I might help a friend,
Give me strength and
courage
So a shoulder I might lend.
The year ahead is empty,
Help me fill it with good
things.
Each new day filled with joy
And the happiness it brings.

Amen

Mondays &
Tuesdays:
Church Office
Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm

Mondays:
Bible Study 12:00
at Siloa House

Saturdays:
Boy Scout Troop 209
7:00 p.m.

******************************
Thursday - January 5
Women’s Group

Thursday - January 5 & 19
North Country Quilters

Wednesday - January 18
Council Meeting—5:30 p.m.
Monday - January 16
If we refuse to pray
until we can elucidate
the mystery of prayer,
we are as foolish as a
man would be who
would shut off the rain
for his garden until he
understands the
balancing of the clouds.
~Alfred Rowland,
“The Clouds: God’s Angels
of the Sea, in the Sunday
Magazine (London), 1884

Prayer Shawl - 1:00 p.m.
If you would like to join the Prayer Shawl
Knitters, we meet on the third Monday of
each month in the Siloa Church
basement.
If you of know of someone who is in need
of comfort from illness, loneliness, who is
grieving, or of someone who is or will be
celebrating a new life or other wonderful
event, please contact Verna at 884-4294
or Lori at 884-2513. This ministry is
open to both men & women, beginner or
expert.

Everyone is Welcome

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30.00 and you can mail your check to:

Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to sponsor
the broadcast and indicate one of the following: In Memory
of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other appropriate request. If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office
at 906-884-2655.

SEND US YOUR NEWS…..
If you have any items that you would like to be
in The Silver Trumpet, let Karen or Pattie know.
Please email any items to:
nllp@jamadots.com,
siloa@jamadots.com
or call the St. Paul’s office at 906-883-3602

Siloa—January
Sunday

1

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

5

4

6

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

10
Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon

Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

11

12

13

On this date in
2010, Haiti was
hit by a massive
magnitude 7.0
earthquake

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Mitten Tree Day

Saturday

7

Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

Siloa Church
Women
6:00 p.m.

9

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

Friday

North Country
Quilters

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

8

Thurs

14

Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

Baptism of Our
Lord
15

17

16
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

22

Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon
Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

24
Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Annual
Meeting
29

30
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

19

20

Church Council
Meeting
5:30

21

Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

North Country
Quilters

Prayer Shawl
Meeting
1:00 p.m.

23

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

18

On this date in
1931, banks would
go bust by the
thousands
following losses
during the Wall
Street Crash

31

Bubble Wrap
Appreciation Day

25

On this date in
1924 the first
Winter Olympics
games took place
in the French
Alps.

26

27

28
Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

JANUARY

Please remember in your
prayers:
Paul Saari, Norm Durham, Dan
Rellis, Donna Wesander, Terry Reid,
Kay Pasanen, Billy Piirala, Will Maki,
Laurie Hiltunen, Carrie McIntyre,
Robert Store, Sandy Michie, Tanya
Flink, Spero Behr, Robert Anttila, Nicholas Derenzo,
Irving Olson, Phyllis Koivu, Pastor Ted Trudgeon, Rita
Saari, Barb Anttila, Jackie Dobbins, Ronald Saari, Ron &
Sally Moilanen, Tina Huotari, Teena Kin, Carl & Phyllis
Weisinger, & William Rantala.

Please Remember the Families of: Bill Pasanen,

Birthdays and Anniversary's*
1.
2.
3.
10.
12.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Louise Keranen, & Agnus Hiltunen

Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care:
Marie Broemer, Victoria Beck, Helen Lindstrom,
Beatrice Miilu, Gail Immonen, Edna Trasti, June
Tredeau, & Evelyn Mattson

Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin
Bayside Village - L’Anse: Ray Luoma
Adult Foster Care-Lake Linden: Shirley Lescelius

22.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Home Bound: Ruth McFarlane
Houghton County Medical Care: Elsa Robb
In the Service:

Katelyn Anttila
Emily Michie
Ian Carlson
Chuck Manning
Kevin Burke
Jim Saari
Debbie Short
Jim & Elaine Blackburn*
Ken & Marcy Roberts*
Ann Pihlaja
Jeanne Gourneau
Luke Laurich
Eva Lindeman
Barb Anttila
Bob & Jean Lind
Lisa Sandy
Derek Ahola
Brittni Ann Johns
Pastor Soren Schmidt
Jeanne Lane
Stacy Aho
Kaylene Bourdeau
Donna Niemi
Joyce Sorvari
Eric Holmstrom
********************************************

Random Thoughts



How the heck are you supposed to fold a fitted
sheet?



How many times is it appropriate to say
“What?” before you just nod and smile because
you still didn’t hear a word someone said.



MapQuest really needs to start their directions
on #5. Pretty sure I know how to get out of my
neighborhood.

The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.



For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There is no worse feeling than that millisecond
you’re sure you are going to die after leaning
your chair back a little too far.



I hate leaving my house looking good and feeling confident, and then not seeing anyone of
importance the whole day. What a waste!



Even under perfect conditions, people have
trouble finding their car keys, their cell phone,
pinning the tail on the donkey, but I’d bet
everyone can find the snooze button from 3 feet
away, in about 1.7 seconds, eyes closed, first
time, every time.



I hate when I miss a call by the last ring...Hello?
Hello? Darn it!, but when I immediately call
back, it rings nine times and goes to voicemail.
What’d you do after I didn’t answer? Drop the
phone and run away?

Nate Hardin, David Riley, Troy Ceballos, Michael
Beatty, Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey
Riley, Jake Warner, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared
Kemppainen, Devin Pindral, Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis
Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, Acyee McCraw, J. J.
McCraw, Stephanie Welshonse, and their families.

If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone
who is, thankfully, doing well now and can be removed, please
let Karen or Pattie know. Please remember to check the
military listings also.
Thank you.

Everyone from the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish hopes
that everyone had a very Merry Christmas, and wish great
blessings to you and yours in the new year ahead.

This year, the Christmas Eve service was a parish wide event and was held
at First Lutheran. The packed house and beautiful service, held lots of
Christmas joy, hope, and expectations of what is to come.

Christmas Eve at First Lutheran

“THE CHRISTMAS WINDOW”
On December 18, during services, the children of the Wednesday Bible Adventures class presented...

“The Christmas Window”.
One day in December I happened to pass,
In the high street, a window with nine panes of glass.
An on each a letter all covered in snow,
Which spelled the word "Christmas" when read row by row.
And it caused me to wonder what Christmas might mean
To the thousands of people who passed by that scene.
C is for crackers - each contains a surprise,
And then there is M and I think of mince pies.
R stands for Rudolph who has a red nose,
And pulls Santa's sleigh wherever he goes.
S is for stocking that's filled up with toys,
Brought by Santa for good girls and boys.
A stands for Access - your flexible friend;
Plastic money that's easy to spend.
I for illuminations twinkling so bright;
T is for tinsel which catches their light.
H stands for holly, red and green,
Brightening up the winter scene.
One final letter - I'm sure you know,
That S stands for Santa - the star of the show.
But as I continued to ponder these things,
I thought "Is that all that this season brings?"
Is there nothing more than the food and the fun,
And the tinsel and glitter which soon will be gone?
It was then I remembered a story that's true,
And nine different images came into view
C stands for census ordered by Rome, for that's how the story began
Amazing how everything fell into place, but then it was all in God's plan.
I stands for inn, which sadly was full when Joseph and Mary arrived
R stands for Room - there was none to be had except in a stable outside.
S stands for Shepherds, watching their flocks in the fields near Bethlehem.
A for the Angel who brought them the news that a Savior was born unto them.
M stands for Magi - from eastern lands, men who were really wise;
They were led to the child who was Israel's king, by a star they observed in the skies.
H stands for Herod a wicked man, who lied to the wise men and said,
I too would like to worship this child", but he planned to kill Him instead.
T stands for treasures the Magi brought - Gold, frankincense and myrrh;
Which, when they had found and worshipped the child, they
presented to him there.
The central letter still remains, but now it should be clear
That S stands for Savior - the Lord Jesus Christ, whose
birth is the reason we are here.

.

After the program, the children were
presented with Bibles which were made
possible by a gift from the Women’s Group of
St. Paul’s, and a grant from Thrivent.
Following services cake, punch, and coffee
were served in the fellowship hall.

A beautiful cake was made by Pat’s IGA bakery
for everyone to enjoy afterwards.

Some of the students present their new Bibles.

Help WOAS - FM 88.5 Turn Green

by donating used cartridges (Inkjet & Laser jet) for

Please Let Us Know…...
If you, or a loved one is sick, in the
hospital, homebound, or are in need
of pastoral care, please don’t hesitate
to let us know, and do not assume
that someone else has already told
us. Please call the Siloa or St. Paul’s
offices, (leave a message if there is no
answer), contact a church member,
Pastor Jay, send an email, or leave a
note in the offering plate.
All of our people are precious gifts of
God and we do not want anyone to
be unintentionally missed.

Contact information and
telephone numbers are located
on the front of this newsletter.

The Ontonagon Area Schools Junior High Student Council is
running a fund raising campaign through the Schwan’s Cares
Program
Just by placing an order through Schwans.com, a portion of the
sales will come back to support the campaign. When ordering,
you will indicate that you wish to give to the campaign and
Schwan’s makes the donation that adds no additional costs to
your order.

Simply log on to the website at:
www.schwans-cares.com/c/30288

RECYCLING

Items can be dropped off at the OASD office, the Ontonagon Township Library, and The Ontonagon Herald.
Pick up can be arranged by calling,
813-0614, Ext 109, or contact Ken at ken@oasd.k12.mi.us

JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area Schools and WOAS-FM
88.5, Your Sound Choice in Ontonagon Country.
As of December 2016, we will no longer have an outlet to
recycle cell phones, but we are working on it!

Siloa: January 22
St. Paul’s: January 29
Please have your reports
turned into the office as
soon as possible.
Altar Flower Dedications

In Memory Of:
Waino, Terry, Timmy, & Tracy (Martens) Huotari
From Bernice Huotari & Family
Ellen Carlson & Mike Grove
From the Families of Mel & Chris Carlson
Mike Uotila
From Sandy, Michael, Jon & Families
The McKay & Roberts Families
From Sue McKay
The Lehnhardt & Claus Families
From Bob & Wendy Claus

and place your order. When prompted, indicate that you would
like to donate to the OASD Winter Recreation Day campaign
#30288. That’s it!

*******************************
In Honor Of:

Schwan’s will make a donation amounting to 40% of any orders
placed 45 days after November 16, 2016. The donations will
continue for another 60 days after, but at a reduced percentage.

Those who struggle through the holidays
From Pastor Jay and Diana

Funds will help pay for the Annual Winter Recreation Day held
for students in grades 6, 7, & 8 at the Porcupine Mountains. If
you have any questions, please call or email Ken at
906-813-0614, ext. 109 or ken@oasd.k12.mi.us.

All Loved Ones Gone

Thank you!

From Alan & Debera Kaikko
Children & Grandchildren, on Earth & In Heaven
From David & Pattie Corey
All Loved Ones Near & Far
Bill & Barb Anttila

*******************************
To the Glory of God
From the Women of St. Paul’s
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