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"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”—
Matthew 6:19-21
During my recent travels, I was talking to someone who is an occasional church attender. He had recently attended
worship at a church a few blocks from where he lives. This particular church has an interesting mix in their worship
style. They sing traditional hymns as well as more contemporary ones; and while it is a Lutheran church and they
have a liturgy, you won’t find anything quite like it in our worship books. I asked him what he thought of the service
and the message. He told me that while he enjoyed the service, he was a little concerned because this time the pastor
talked about money and possessions and having a lot of ‘stuff.’ And yes, the message was based on the same text you
see at the top of the page. It would seem that he stumbled on what may be close to a universal truth within the church
in general—If you want to start a lively discussion in the church or perhaps make people uncomfortable—bring up
this text or one like it and watch what happens.
However I have seen that you don’t have to bring up Bible passages to start some people squirming. Sometimes all
you have to do is bring up one word—are you ready for it? Hold on, here it comes…”stewardship.” There; I said it.
And believe it or not, some people are going to stop reading at this point. Why? Because for far too many people,
stewardship only means one thing—money; and that’s not something they’re comfortable with. But truth be told,
that’s only one part of it.
Just for the fun of it, I looked up the definition of stewardship; not the church one, but the dictionary one and this is
what I found: the conducting, supervising, or managing of something; especially the careful and responsible
management of something entrusted to one's care. Did you see anything specifically about money? I didn’t; instead I
see something that encompasses our entire lives from the time we are born until the time we die.
Throughout our lives we have been entrusted with so many things; yes, you can count money as one of them (bad
pun, I know), but aren’t we blessed with so much more? Think about the words of one of our offertory prayers when
we say, “Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions.”
Did you notice the order? Who we are seems to be more important that what we have and even the time to be who
we are is more important than what we have.
But stewardship in the church is a little more than simply taking care of things that have been entrusted to us; it’s also
about taking care of those things in a way that brings glory to God and gives thanks to the one who gave us
everything in the first place. But how do we do that? Well, the theological answer would be to allow God through
the Holy Spirt to guide your actions in life in a way that truly brings the Kingdom of God into this world, thereby
allowing you to store your treasures in heaven. The shorter and more practical answer is to share. Share yourself and
your gifts with the world; in worship; in service; in everything you do. Do you have a warm smile? Share it as a
greeter or visiting those who can’t get to church. Do you have a voice? Share it in singing, in reading the scripture
lessons. Do you have a heart for service? Share it in helping with community meals or in other outreach programs.
When we keep all this to ourselves, we truly are storing our treasures in an earthly container; and we all know what
will happen with it someday. But in sharing who you are and what God has blessed you with in the congregation, in
the community and with our neighbors near and far, we entrust those gifts to God and in so doing, bring a bit of
heaven here to earth.
Stewardship and being a good steward isn’t all about money; and it isn’t about what we have to do to be a good
Christian. Being a good steward however, is all about what we get to do because of what God in Christ Jesus did for
us. Where is your treasure? Is it in an earthly vessel that will eventually crumble into the dust it came from? Or is it
out there in the world that God loved enough to give his greatest gift to. Answer that question, and you’ll know
where your heart is as well.
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SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Siloa women’s group
will meet on Thursday,
September 6th at 6pm.
This meeting kicks off
our new year, and includes the election of
officers and plans for upcoming events.

Mondays & Tuesdays:

*******************************************************

Monday Bible Study
at Noon at Siloa House

Join us for a discussion of God’s
Word. We are currently reading
Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians. Next
to Rome, Ephesus was the most important city
visited by Paul. It has been called the third capital
of Christianity. Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians
has been said to contain the profoundest truth
revealed to men, and the church at Ephesus was,
perhaps, better prepared than any other to be the
custodian of such truth, since Paul's long stay
there had so well prepared them to hear and
understand it. It may have been written as a
circular letter to be sent in turn to several churches
of which the church at Ephesus was one.

Siloa’s Church Council will meet on
Monday, Sept. 10 at 4:00 p.m.

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday
radio broadcast? If so, the cost is $30
and you can mail your check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to
sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the
following: In Memory of (name), In Honor of
(name), or any other appropriate request. If you
have any questions, please call the Siloa office at
906-884-2655.

Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm
Mondays:
Bible Study 12:00
Siloa House
******************************

Prayer Shawl Knitters are meeting
on Monday, September 17 at 1:00
p.m. in the Siloa Church basement.
We look forward to continuing this
important ministry. To date we have
given out 293 shawls.
We hope you—both women and men—
who like to knit or want to learn will
join us.
If you know of someone who is in need
of comfort from illness, loneliness,
who is grieving, or of someone who is,
or will be, celebrating a new life or any
other wonderful event, please contact:
Lori at 884-2513.
Our ministry is open to all, beginner
or expert. Please join us.
******************************

The North Country Quilters meet
every 1st and third Thursday of each
month at the church.
******************************
Church Council meets the
2nd Monday of the month at 4 p.m.
******************************

Siloa Lutheran Church Council
Officers
President - Bruce Johanson - 884-6886
Vice President - Frank Wardynski - 884-4610
Secretary - Kathy Pattison - 884-4795
Council Members
Lori Hartzell
Bill Miller
Lynn Sorenson
Gunnard Kyllonen
Treasurer - Karen Flink - 391-0157
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford
Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind
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St. Paul’s & First Announcements

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY

3rd Monday of Each Month—September 17th
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main entrée,
wonderful sides and mouth-watering desserts.
THERE IS NO CHARGE & EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Simple Gifts
Coins that are placed in the
St. Paul’s offering plate during services
each Sunday, are set aside to help those
in our community who may need a little
extra support. Please consider placing
your loose change into the collection
plate for a friend, neighbor, or someone
you have yet to meet, that may need a
little reminder that they are not alone.
Thank you.

St. Paul’s Council
will meet on
September 4th
at 7 p.m.
Help WOAS - FM
88.5

Turn Green
by donating
used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet)
for

RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the OASD
office, the Ontonagon Township Library,
The Ontonagon Herald, & the Greenland
Township Offices.
Pick -up can be arranged by calling
813-0614, Ext 109.
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound
Choice in Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle cell
phones, but we are working on it!

Helping hands are very much
needed and welcomed.
With the success of our meals,
preparations usually require
the weekend prior to the meal.
If you are interested in helping—for a whole
day, or for an hour—please call Jim Michie
at 883-3612 or stop in the day of the meal.
We generally start at 10 a.m.

If you cannot get to
the meal due to
illness or immobility,
please call the
church and we may
be able to deliver to
you. 883-3602

We would certainly rather that you stay and eat with us, but if you
cannot, take out is available upon request.
Thank you! $205.00 was raised during our
August Malaria Net Gathering.
Our total offerings since the fall of 2008 for
malaria nets—and now also for maternal and
child health—is $22,700. Our next gathering
will be on Sunday, September 9th.

Weekday Bible Study at St. Paul’s?
There has been interest expressed in having a
weekday Bible study at St. Paul’s, either in the
afternoon or the evening. If you are interested,
please fill out the survey enclosed in the Sunday
bulletin telling us which time and day you prefer
(Tuesday, Thursday or Friday) and what type of study you’d enjoy—
a look at the weekly lessons, particular books of the Bible, or topical
studies. Watch the bulletin and the calendar for an announcement of
the day/time/study.

Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish
is a member of the Congregations
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod
of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org

Quilting at St. Paul’s
Every Wednesday at
10:00 a.m. we gather for
quilting and fellowship.
You don’t have to be an
expert, we will help you
get started!
We do break for lunch
together, so bring a dish
to pass if you wish, or a
bag lunch.

Please Remember in Your
Prayers:

September
Birthdays and
Anniversaries*

Walt Lukkarila, John Botto, Ashley Huotari
Yaklyvich, John Maloney, Dan Isotalo, Kara
Booth, Joyce Leppanen, Esther Kieranen, Mary 1. Joan Johnson
Hokkanen, Marilyn Hokkanen, William Rantala, Rita Saari, Laurie 2. Ron & Kayln Store*
Hiltunen, Joyce Winberg, Irving Olson, Michael Olson, Bobby 3. Edward Manninen III
Anttila, Michael Sullivan, Gray Webber, Marcia Pietila, Ed 4. Jack & Sandy Sipola*
Hulkonen, Dean Store, Dan Rellis, Elvie Mannikko, Bonnie
Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Don Olson, 11. Bertha Peterson’s 95th
Sigrid Bonnetti, Dave Distel, Margy Byrnes, Spero Behr, and Janice 12. Sandy Uotila
Behr
13. Noah Kaarto

Katie White
Please Remember the Families of: Carol Maki, Mary Saaranen,
Ray Luoma, and Virginia Taeger
14. Debera Kaikko

17. John & Lisa Kin*
David Saari
18. Linda Johanson
20. Joyce Leppanen
22. Colleen Saari
23. Eino Kemppainen
24. Erica Corey
27. Ken Raisanen
In the Service:
Michelle LaBine
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, Nate
Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, 28. Greg & Nancy Adams*
Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen, 30. Betty Kratt
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Victoria Beck, Beatrice
Miilu, Edna Trasti, & June Tredeau
Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin
Rolling Meadows - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Woodland Assisted Living – Manistique: Helen Toivonen
Home Bound: Robert Store, Dale Koski, Bertha Peterson, John
Townsend

Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, J.J. McCraw,
Stephanie Patterson, Dustin Brand, Lane Taylor and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dean Store, son of Robert and Donna Store is currently at
Wausau Hospital undergoing extensive rehab. Please
remember him with cards or notes which can be addressed
to him at:
Aspirus Wausau Hospital
Rehabilitation Unit
333 Pine Ridge Blvd.
Wausau, WI 54401
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone
who is, thankfully, doing well now and may be removed,
please let Karen or Mary Ellen know.
Please remember to check the military listings also. Thank you.

God bless you on your special day
all throughout the year.

Have a blessed day!
If you’d like to add a birthday or anniversary,
please contact the office.

Please Let Us Know….If you or a loved
one is sick, in the hospital, homebound,
or in need of pastoral care, please
don’t hesitate to let us know,
and do not assume that someone
else has already told us. Call the
Siloa or
St. Paul’s offices
(please leave a message if there is
no answer), contact a church
member or Pastor Jay, send an
email, or just leave a note in the offering
plate.
You are all precious children of God,
and we do not want anyone to be
unintentionally missed.
Contact information and telephone numbers
are located on the front of this newsletter.

Project Amigo supports students from Colima, Mexico through
scholarships that include school fees, transportation, uniforms
and school supplies, and a hot lunch.

The Rotary Club of Ontonagon-White Pine received a
letter from Project Amigo thanking them for their
shipment of afghan squares and enclosing the photo
shown here. They noted that the leftover donated
squares were incorporated into afghan designs already
in progress. The letter noted:
The quality of the squares was excellent and we loved the vibrant colors. You can pass along to the
knitters and crocheters that it is not necessary to include tails of yarn with each of the squares.
Our particular thanks go out to Janis Burgess for spearheading this project, Mary Ann Cestkowski, and the
knitters and crocheters at St. Paul Lutheran church in Mass City, MI for all of their hard work and dedication.
This afghans squares project is an ongoing one at St. Paul’s. If you would like to help out, squares can be
dropped off at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Mass City, or contact Janis Burgess.
If you wish to see more, go to www.srbrow.info/afghans.
Please use the following square instructions, or you may find others on the web. Just remember, that each
square needs to be a 6 inch square. They can be any color as they are sorted by colors and then arranged
into designs of 8 squares by 12 squares. Instructions and materials are also sent to the Project Amigo
workers along with enough yarn to sew the squares together.

Wednesday Bible Adventures
Beginning on Wednesday, September 19th, St. Paul’s will again host
Wednesday Bible Adventures. Over three to four weeks we explore
different stories from the Bible. Each week we experience the story
in a new, hands-on way—through games, arts & crafts, music, food,
and fun! As we learn these stories together, we also learn the ways
that God is always with us and has loved us throughout all of time.
We meet from 4:00-5:00 p.m. every
Wednesday that school is in session.
Wednesday
Bible
Adventures is
designed for all kids ages 4 through
6th grade. If your children attend school in Ontonagon, you will need to
write a note to the school explaining that your children will be riding a
different bus, or will be getting off at a different stop on Wednesday
afternoons.
A snack will be provided each week immediately upon arrival.
We sometimes have events for the older children (Grades 4 thru 6)
that will immediately follow Wednesday’s Bible Adventures. Dates
and information on these special events will be given to you about
two weeks prior to the event. The children also present special
programs for Christmastime, Lent, Eastertime or Mother’s Day.
Letters will be sent to area families, inviting them to register
their children to participate in Wednesday Bible Adventures.
If you have any questions or if you know of a child/family who
might be interested, please contact Christine Raisanen or the
church office with their name/address/phone.
Christine

Raisanen

can

craisanen@hotmail.com.

be

reached

at

884-2990

or

LAST OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE RAFFLE TICKETS!
The Upper Michigan Chapter of the Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly
is selling Raffle tickets to support its Medical Transportation Program. The
program staff and volunteers provide transportation and companionship to the
elderly who need help getting to their doctor’s appointments and treatments.
Cost is $5 per ticket; $10 for three, $20 for six, or $30 for ten tickets.
1st Prize – 2010 Ford Mustang Convertible, blue with Saddle Tan interior, 4.0L,
automatic transmission, A/C, full power, Shaker Stereo System, sequential rear turn
signals, sharp condition!
2nd Prize – Door County, WI Weekend Get-Away, includes lodging and meal certificates at the White Gull Inn, Fish Creek, WI – www.whitegullinn.com/
3rd Prize – $250 Visa Gift Card
4th Prize – Two Cords of Firewood, cut and split, delivered within a 40-mile radius
of Hancock, MI or cash alternative of $200
5th Prize – A Dozen Assorted 9-Oz. Jars of Keweenaw’s Bounty Jams and
Jellies, donated by the Wood’nSpoon, Mohawk, MI – www.woodnspoon.com
Drawing will be held on September 28, 2018 at the Little Brothers’ Offices in Hancock.
Participants must be at least 18 years of age to enter. Call the church office at 883-3602
or talk to Mary Ellen Perkins if you’re interested in purchasing tickets.
LSS Foundation to Match up to $10,000 in Donations for Keweenaw Flood Relief!
"It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; He will maintain his cause in judgment. For he will never be shaken; The righteous
will be remembered forever. He will not fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD." -Psalm 112:5-9

When a natural disaster rips through a neighborhood or town, it tears apart the world of those who live there.
Floodwaters rise, filling homes with water and muck. As it destroys possessions it can also destroy hope.
That’s when it is critical for the community to come together and Lutherans in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and Wisconsin are doing our part.
Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan is playing a key role in coordinating and supporting relief efforts and is seeking financial support to make sure the Lutheran relief effort can continue until help
is no longer needed. Through its disaster relief fund, the LSS Foundation will match gifts to Lutheran
flood relief efforts dollar-for-dollar up to $10,000 to help the Keweenaw recovery effort.
Your contribution today will help make the long road to recovery a bit easier. Many roads have been cleared
from debris or filled in, but the path towards rebuilding lives affected by this disaster will be steep and
long. Your gift will double in impact and increase what Lutherans can contribute to the community-wide effort.
Contributions can be sent to the Northern Great Lakes Synod to be forwarded to LSS, sent directly to LSS or
can be made online at: https://www.lsswis.org/LSS/Outreach/Disaster-Response. Mailing addresses are:
Northern Great Lakes Synod
1029 N. Third Street
Suite A
Marquette, MI 49855

Lutheran Social Services
6737 W. Washington Street
Suite #2275
West Allis, WI 53214

Here is the current status:
The Volunteer Resource Center is now closed and all food and supplies will go to local food banks. Water
supplies will go to local fire departments and be available for those in need. Funds are still needed to help
with rebuilding and grants are being applied for more funding. There are still
many unmet needs such as help to the landlords who have to repair
flood damage to rental units and home owners are looking at repairing or
rebuilding.
The Long-Term Recovery Group is reorganizing to better assess what help is
still needed and to improve communication within the community so the unmet
needs can be better known.

~ From the Bishop
Dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ,
…behold, I make all
things NEW…
Imagine, if you will, a huge stadium filled with
excited, pumped up, energetic teen-agers
who are just waiting for things to get started.
There’s a warm-up band playing some good
music. Some kids are standing, dancing,
some are sitting, chatting with heads close in
order to be heard above the drums and
guitar. As the waiting continues, they get a
little bored and rise up to play. They notice
phone lights from across the stadium moving
in time to the music, up and down together,
now alternating. They join in on the other side
of the stadium, a message of dancing lights
and patterns of motion being sent across the
expanse.
Then, somehow, in some stadium row,
a pocket of youth starts “The Wave.” They
stand up, with phone lights blazing, voices
screaming, arms up and waving and sit down
again in seconds, creating an undulating wave
that moves around the stadium, gaining
strength and volume with each passing. The
motion builds momentum, more kids join in.
The whole bottom and upper rows are quick
to join the synchronized motion.
At the very same time, in the very same
moment, a single vocalist at the keyboard
begins to sing a meditative “Jesus Loves Me,
This I Know.” Her voice is soulful, the words
are drawn out and slow, the tempo and
gospel feel to this familiar melody, in any
congregational setting, would invite a mood
of reflection, of meditation, of soul-searching
quiet.

But not today.
As the singer’s voice continues to invite
quiet worship, the youth continue to stand
up and sit down with loud and enthusiastic
joy, reveling in the community of faith
and this substantial body of Christ in
motion.
As the kids stand up and sit down with
their lights and their voices yelling loudly
and their arms and phone waving in
rhythm, they notice a singular spotlight.
A boy has entered
the stadium,
carrying a cross.
At first, the volume
of the crowd wave
increases, as if to
welcome and
acknowledge the cross and crucifer in their
midst. But as the young man makes his way
to the stage, and a more visible presence in
the stadium, the wave slowly dissipates. The
youth remain standing as their voices now
join in singing with the vocalist, “Jesus loves
me, this I know.”
As this was all happening, I was pretty
sure that the wave was not what the
organizers had thought would happen
at this moment. I would guess they
imagined, and maybe even hoped for,
a quiet and meditative beginning for this
worship experience, where the darkness
would be weighted with expectation,
and the singular spotlight would pierce
the darkness and shine on the cross with
more than a little theatrical oomph.

me and all of us who are used to things
being a certain way, they will lead us into
something new.

But there was no controlling how the
Spirit moved these young people. Their
enthusiasm, their unfettered joy in being
together and joining in a movement that
made all 30,000 of them partners was not
to be tamped down by mine or anyone
else’s expectations of what should be
meditative or reverent or when the
congregation should be quiet.
I realized, with both excitement and yes,
a certain lament, that these young people
and so many more like them, they will
lead the Church, they will lead you and

They are leading us into something new.
Our youth, our children, are not only the
future of the church, they are who we are
now. As we listen to them, learn from
them, hear their faith stories, hear their
ideas for worship, for service, for putting
faith into action, our transition into the
next era of church will find solid footing.
That solid footing may be a leaping up and
down in synchronized motion, with voices
raised and phone lights blazing to
cheer the presence of Christ in our midst,
when we used to stand in reverent silence
and meditate on the mysteries of God.
In Christ, we are a new creation.
May it be so.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

You are invited to a mini-Festival of Congregational
Renewal. This event in each conference will include
leadership training, address current concerns, equip
you for the future, and offer the blessing of being
church with other congregations in your area. The
NLLP is in Conference 2, and our event will be held
on Sunday, November 4th at Mission United in Pelkie. The Conference 2 President
is our own Pastor Jay!
The event will also be attended by guests from the Northern Great Lakes Synod, so
planners would like to see robust participation in this mini-Festival.
They have requested that each congregation send ten participants.
Please prayerfully consider whether you are being called to attend
this gathering where we can take advantage of the training being
offered and the opportunity to meet with sister congregations.

Blessings in a Backpack
The school year resumes this month, and St. Paul’s will again
support the Backpack Food Program donating food to needy
students in the Ontonagon Area School District. To assist,
please donate non-perishable food items, or cash donations to
purchase them.
Suggested Items
Mac & Cheese Cups (Not Boxes)
Granola Bars
Chef Boyardee Products
Popcorn
Apple Sauce or Fruit Cups
Ramen Noodles
Peanut Butter
Individual Cereal Portions
(Oatmeal Packets or Cold Cereal Cups)
Snack Sandwich Crackers
(Cheese or Peanut Butter)

Welcome, “New” Members!
It may be belated, but it is no less heartfelt. Over the past year, St. Paul’s has
welcomed four new members, but to date has been unable to schedule a New
Members Sunday when everyone’s in town—maybe this month?
Upon her move back to her old U.P. stomping grounds, Fern Malila
joined St. Paul’s in March 2017, and promptly got involved in
congregational life, regularly serving as a Sunday morning lector,
helping out at church dinners and the monthly Community Meals,
serving on the Church Council and Finance Committee, and assisting
with grant writing. It was hard to find a picture of her—and even this
one is a little blurry—because she’s always on the move!
Pat Blair also joined St. Paul’s in 2017 becoming an active member
from the get-go. We often see her smiling face greeting worshipers
on Sunday mornings, and she has assisted at the last two years’ VBS.
And as you can see, we couldn’t do without her hard work at various
church dinners and the Community Meals!
Our newest members are Steve and Mary Ellen Perkins, who
joined St. Paul’s in June 2018. They too have jumped in with both feet
into parish life. Both help out at our Community Meals,
and Mary Ellen has become our parish secretary and
treasurer. She also has served as a Sunday morning
greeter and lector, and recently joined a vocal trio with
Chris Raisanen and Karen Palmer to provide special music to First
Lutheran’s parish-wide Community Worship Service. Steve’s a mite
camera-shy, but we caught him enjoying our Pancake Breakfast!

Kid’s Activity
Corner

pastors) ask

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.”

- Mark 9:35

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above ... - James 1: 17

