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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”
[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us
to pray, as John taught his disciples.” (Luke 11:1)
Isn’t it strange how a small, simple word can so much anxiety for some people? That word of course is “prayer.”
And if you don’t think it can cause anxiety, just ask someone to spontaneously offer a prayer at a gathering; whether
it’s a meeting, a family meal, or anything where people are looking. True, the ‘professional’ prayers can do it, but
ask the average person and see what happens.
But prayer shouldn’t be that way. That’s why Jesus gave his disciples such a straightforward format—and all the
thees, thows and others assorted stuff we see in some versions of what we call the Lord’s Prayer isn’t a requirement;
that’s just the way they talked back then (17th century England, not 1st century Jerusalem). A prayer can be long and
elaborate or as simple as sitting quietly and allowing your beating heart and quiet breathing pray for you. The other
thing that Jesus wanted them to know was that prayer isn’t a one-time thing; especially if there is a need that weighs
on your heart. Prayer can help motivate, encourage, relax, and even comfort us.
A story is told about a man’s daughter who had asked the local pastor to come and pray with her father. When the
pastor arrived, he found the man lying in bed with his head propped up on two pillows and an empty chair beside his
bed. “I guess you were expecting me,” he said.
“No, who are you?”
“I’m the pastor at your local church,” the pastor replied. “When I saw the empty chair, I figured you knew I was
going to show up.”
“Oh yeah, the chair,” said the bedridden man. “Would you mind closing the door?” Puzzled, the pastor shut the door.
“I’ve never told anyone this, not even my daughter,” said the man. “But all of my life I have never known how to
pray. At church I used to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it always went right over my head.”
“I abandoned any attempt at prayer,” the old man continued, “until one day about four years ago my best friend said
to me, ‘Joe, prayer is just a simple matter of having a conversation with Jesus. Here’s what I suggest. Sit down on a
chair; place an empty chair in front of you, and in faith see Jesus on the chair. It’s not spooky because he promised,
‘I’ll be with you always.’ Then just speak to him and listen in the same way you’re doing with me right now.”
“So, I tried it and I’ve liked it so much that I do it a couple of hours every day. I’m careful, though. If my daughter
saw me talking to an empty chair, she’d either have a nervous breakdown or send me off to the funny farm.”
The pastor was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old guy to continue on the journey. Then he prayed
with him, and returned to the church.
Two nights later the daughter called to tell the pastor that her father had died that afternoon.
She told him that just before she left the house around two o’clock, he called her over to his bedside, told her one of
his corny jokes, and kissed her on the cheek. When she got back from the store an hour later, she found him dead.
Then she told the pastor that there was something strange; something that she couldn’t understand. She told him,
“Apparently, just before Daddy died, he leaned over and rested his head on a chair beside the bed.”
The man’s daughter may have been puzzled, but I’m sure you know exactly what was happening. Through prayer,
her father not only found the comfort and assurance he needed, but he also found a loving God who fulfilled his
promise to walk with him in this world and the next. He understood that even though prayer may be thought of as a
conversation with the very one who made each of us, it doesn’t have to be stiff and formal; it doesn’t have to be fancy
and full of impressive religious words; it only needs to be sincere.
How should we pray? I can’t give you a specific formula. Instead I would tell you to pray however makes you most
comfortable and most open to both sides of this very special, very holy conversation. But no matter how you choose
to do it, whether it’s part of a group, or on your own, just do it and let the Holy Spirit guide
your heart as you enter into time with God where ‘amen’ simply means, until the next time.
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Thank you to all who worked at, and to
those who contributed goodies at our Pie
Social & Bake Sale! It was a rousing
success!
...and of course a huge thank you to all
who came and enjoyed all the wonderful
pies and goodies.
Watch for our next undertaking which
will be the annual rummage sale. It is scheduled for
June 8th and 9th.

The Seasons of Life
There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn to not
judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go
and look at a pear tree that was a great distance away.
The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in
summer, and the youngest son in the fall.
When they had all gone and come back, he called them together to
describe what they had seen.
The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted.
The second son said no – it was covered with green
buds and full of promise.
The third son disagreed, he said it was laden with
blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most graceful thing he had ever
seen.
The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it
was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfilment.
The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because
they had each seen but one season in the tree’s life.
He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one season, and that the essence of who they are – and the pleasure, joy, and
love that come from that life – can only be measured at the end, when
all the seasons are up.
If you give up when it’s winter, you will miss the promise of your spring,
the beauty of your summer, fulfilment of your fall.
Don’t judge a life by one difficult season.
Don’t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest.

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30.00 and you can mail your check to:

Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to sponsor
the broadcast and indicate one of the following: In Memory
of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other appropriate request. If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office
at 906-884-2655.

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mondays & Tuesdays:
Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm
Mondays:
Bible Study 12:00
Siloa House
******************************
Prayer Shawl Knitters
The Prayer Shawl Knitters meet in the
Siloa Church basement on the third
Monday of every month.
If you know of someone who is in need of
comfort from illness, loneliness, who is
grieving, or of someone who is, or will be,
celebrating a new life or any other wonderful event, please contact:
Lori at 884-2513.
This ministry is open to both men &
women, beginner or expert.
Please join us.
******************************
The North Country Quilters meet every
1st and third Thursday of each month at
the church.
******************************
Church Council
Second Monday of the month
at 4:00 p.m.
******************************
The Siloa Church Women meet on the 1st
Thursday of each month.

Siloa Lutheran Church Council
Officers
President - Bruce Johanson - 884-6886
Vice President - Frank Wardynski - 884-4610
Secretary - Kathy Pattison - 884-4795
Council Members
Lori Hartzell
Bill Miller
Lynn Sorenson
Gunnard Kyllonen
Treasurer - Karen Flink - 391-0157
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford
Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind
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St. Paul’s & First Announcements COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY
Wednesday Bible Adventures will
close out the year on May 9. We will
finish up with a picnic
and games.
It has been another
wonderful, and boisterous year. We had
an average of 25 children attending!
The older children, 5th grade and up,
are now holding Confirmation classes
with Pastor Jay.
Thank you for letting us share in your
children’s learning of God’s love for all
of us.

Simple Gifts
Until May 13 coins that are
normally collected for Simple
Gifts will be collected for a
Synod Assembly special

3rd Monday of Each Month
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main entrée,
wonderful sides and mouth-watering desserts.
THERE IS NO CHARGE & EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Helping hands are always needed and welcomed.
If you are interested in helping, for the whole day,
or for an hour, please call Jim Michie at 883-3612
or stop in the day of the meal. We usually start at
10:00 a.m.

We would certainly rather you
stay and eat with us, but take out
is available if you cannot

If you cannot get to
the meal due to illness
or immobility, please
call the church and we
may be able to deliver
to you. 883-3602

The family of Ellen M. Arvo would like to thank Pastor
Welshonse for his words of comfort and Christine
Raisanen for her beautiful music. Thank you to all the
ladies of the church and community for the lunch that
was provided, and all our family and friends for their
kind words of comfort.
May God Bless all of you. Linda, Patty, Bill & David

collection for World Hunger.

It is a sure sign of spring when we know that the doors
to First Lutheran in Winona have reopened!

Help WOAS - FM 88.5

Services will be held on
Sundays at 6:00 p.m.

Turn Green
by donating used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet) for

RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the OASD
office, the Ontonagon Township Library,
The Ontonagon Herald, & the Greenland
Township Offices.
Pick -up can be arranged by calling,
813-0614, Ext 109, or contact Ken at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound
Choice in Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle cell
phones, but we are working on it!

Northern Lights

Quilting at St. Paul’s

Lutheran Parish

Every Wednesday at
10:00 a.m., we gather
is a member of the Congregations
for quilting and
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod fellowship. You don’t have to be
of the Evangelical
an expert, we will help you get
started!
Lutheran Church in America.

Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org

Everyone is welcome.
We do break for lunch together,
so bring a dish to pass if you
wish, or a bag lunch.

MAY

Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Ashley Huotari Yaklyvich, John Maloney, Dan
Birthdays and Anniversary's*
Isotalo, Lois Burt, Kara Booth, Jim Michie,
Joyce Leppanen, Esther Kieranen, Marilyn 5. Andy & Betty Martin*
Hokkanen, William Rantala, Rita Saari, Laurie 7. Ken Saari
8. Debbie Short
Hiltunen, Joyce Winberg, Dan Rellis, Elvie Mannikko, Bonnie
9. Chris Carlson
Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Don Olson,
Kayln Store
Sigrid Bonnetti, Dave Distel, Margy Byrnes, Spero Behr, Janice 10. Mike & Shirley Laurich
Wanda Dishaw
Behr
Lisa Kin

Please Remember the Families of: Dana Domitrovich, 11. Richard Saari
Jeanne Murphy, Doug Filppula, Sandy Michie Ellen Arvo, Tom 12. Nancy Kangas
Hedler, Phyllis Koivu, Barb Anttila, Jerry Plutchak, Jacob
Andy Martin
Peterson
13. Carol Maki
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Victoria Beck,
Beatrice Miilu, Edna Trasti, & June Tredeau
Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin
Bayside Village - L’Anse: Ray Luoma
Rolling Meadows: (Formerly Northern Stars) Shirley Lescelius
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Woodland Assisted Living – Manistique: Helen Toivonen
Home Bound: Robert Store, Bertha Peterson, John Townsend

16.
17.
18.
19.
21.

21.
23.
In the Service:
25.
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, 26.
Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine,
30.

Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo,
Jared Kemppainen, Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen,
Garrett Hartzell, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie Patterson, Dustin
Brand, and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.

Jeannie Manning
Ken & Colleen Saari*
Hollie Sadlier
Gerry Niemi
Shirley Laurich
Mel Carlson
Brandon Store
Rhonda Brandt
Bob & Kathy Pattison*
Barb Tahtinen
Aaron Kaikko
Amber Luokka
Ron Saari
God bless you on your special day and
all throughout the year.

Please Let Us Know…If you, or a loved

one is sick, in the hospital, homebound, or
are in need of pastoral care, please don’t
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
hesitate to let us know, and do not assume
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone
that someone else has already
who is, thankfully, doing well now and may be removed,
told us. Call the Siloa or St.
please let Karen or Pattie know.
Paul’s offices, (please leave a
Please remember to check the military listings also. Thank you.
message if there is no answer),
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
contact a church member, Pastor
Jay, send an email, or just leave
Dan Isotalo is now in rehab following two strokes. If you would
a note in the offering plate.
like to send him a note or a card to let him know you are thinking
You are all precious gifts of God, and we do
of him, his address is:
not want anyone to be unintentionally
Dan Isotalo
missed.
c/o Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center
Contact information and telephone numbers
2900 W. Oklahoma Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53215
are located on the front of this newsletter.

From Bishop Katherine Finegan

Pastor Katherine Finegan, Notes and Quotes, 2018, April-May, Volume 30, Issue 2

2018Vacation Bible School

VBS will be here soon! Scheduled dates: June 25-29
The Northern Lights Lutheran Parishes are teaming up with the United
Methodist churches of Rockland and Greenland to bring you this fun
ecumenical opportunity.
Watch your mailbox for your letter with the dates and be sure to spread
the word to anyone in grades K-6th grade. Last year we averaged 32
campers per day.

That makes for lots of noise, fun, friendships, and

learning together.
If you are older and wish to help out, please let us know. Helping hands
are always needed and welcomed!
Please contact St. Paul’s if you have any questions: 906-883-3602

Everyone is welcome!
We look forward to
seeing you!

Spring Pie Social & Bake Sale at Siloa
April 21st was a busy day for the Siloa Women in Ministry (SWIM).
It was the day that had been scheduled weeks ago for the annual pie social.
Pies of all kinds were baked by members of the Congregation for
this event with the doors opened at 11:00 am. The weather cooperated and
all was in readiness.
Besides pies, there was bread, cakes, cookies, and a host of other
delicious baked items available for sale. It is a time for neighbors to drop
by, socialize over a piece of pie and a cup of good Lutheran coffee, and
solve many of the issues of the world. There is nothing like a piece of home
made pie with a scoop of ice cream and a cup of coffee to set the stage for a
Cherry pie? How about a slice of deep dish
time of great fellowship and sharing.
Dutch apple? Ice cream on the side? Lemon
The ladies use the proceeds from the pie social for a variety of projects meringue for those who crave adventure!
in and about the Church. Besides paying for a new faucet for the church kitchen, the ladies are underwriting the costs of a new garage door for the former parsonage (Siloa House) and other
needs in and about the church. In addition, SWIM has contributed hundreds of dollars to the joint mission of the
St. Vincent de Paul Society and contributed to the music instruction program in
both the Ontonagon Area and Ewen Trout Creek Schools.
Later this spring, SWIM will host the annual rummage sale, offering such
things as home furnishings, appliances, tools, books, knick-knacks, and hundreds
of items too numerous to list.
The ladies of Siloa are a vital and integral
part of the total mission of the Congregation.
There were also a large
variety of baked items
available and a host of
drop-ins came and went,
and enjoyed visiting and
discussion of community
issues.
Vi Kyllonen & Mary Roehm dish it out at the
Siloa Pie Social

Healthy Congregations Workshop
On Sunday evening, April 22, a representative group from the Northern Lights Parish motored to
Wakefield to attend the health Congregations seminar that was presented at the All Saints Lutheran Church of
that village. Though the seminar was addressed to Church Council members, all persons interested in
congregational life were invited to attend.
Attending were Pastor Jay, and from St. Paul’s, Fern Mallila. From Siloa, Gunnard Kyllonen, Bruce &
Roberta Johanson, Lynn Sorensen, and Karen Flink. From First of Winona, Diana Welshonse. The Northern
Lights Parish group enjoyed supper at Ma’s Place in Wakefield before going over to All Saints for the
workshop.
It was expected that 15 would be in attendance, but as it turned out, there were 52! The ladies of All
Saints were up to the task however, and coffee and a large variety of refreshments were made available.
The gist of the presentation seemed to be on conflict resolution within congregations. Unbelievably,
on rare occasions, conflicts arise within Lutheran congregations! Developing a healthy pattern of working
together is essential, both within individual congregations and within multi-point parishes.
It is important, first of all, to concentrate on strengths, rather than short comings. When change
becomes necessary, it must be remembered that change often produces more need to change. Congregations
should attempt to face these challenges by focusing on current needs rather than lamenting on what once
was. There is a danger that congregations will fall into a conservatism of despair and lose forward
momentum; that is, to withdraw from the activities that mark an active congregation, to save the money, and
try to wait out the storm. The challenge is to stay focused on what can be done and not on what “used to be”
done.
In choosing Council members, it is important to not simply fill nominations with names of persons
who will take the job if nobody else wants it!
Participants were asked to list items of particular strength in our congregations. The Northern Lights
parish group came up with: our Lutheran tradition, our active worship life, our radio ministry (which is a
Parish ministry), the value of the real properties (buildings), and the very active under cover ministries such
as the community meals, the Malaria Net effort, the quilters, the shawl knitters, the Bible study gang, and the
Siloa Women in Ministry (SWIM).
Much of the seminar was not unlike a college level psychology lecture. One thought that was
highlighted was that when there is anxiety or stress in a congregation, too often the desire is to reduce the
stress quickly rather than to work out the cause of the stress and resolve it.

Blessings In A Backpack
St. Paul’s is still participating in the Synod Backpack Program that provides food for hungry students who need food over the
weekends and days that school is not scheduled.
All items collected will be donated to the Ontonagon Area Schools program to help students who may need something to
eat while not receiving a school lunch due to days that school is not in session.
We will be doing this collection throughout the entire school year.
There is a bin with a list of suggested items located in the narthex if you wish to donate to this program.
Suggested items:
Mac & Cheese Cups (Not Boxes)
Granola Bars
Chef Boyardee Products
Popcorn
Apple Sauce or Fruit Cups
Ramen Noodles
Snack Sandwich Crackers (Cheese or Peanut Butter)
Peanut Butter
Individual Cereal Portions (Oatmeal Packets or Cold Cereal Cups)

Thank you for your participation in this effort!

Parish-wide vs Parish Festival
Whenever the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish board begins looking at the upcoming schedule for parish
events, the discussion usually goes something like this: “Who has the parish festival this year? Well, First
had it last summer. No, Siloa had it in October to celebrate the centennial of the Reformation. First had their
annual summer service at the church - that was just a parish-wide event. St. Paul’s hosts the next one. Huh?
What is the difference between a parish festival and a parish-wide event?” Please allow me to clarify things a
little - which is usually code for ‘I am about to take you back to the good old days and tell you a story’. I will
try to keep it brief (no promises):
In the days of the THREE POINT PARISH (St. Paul’s, First. and Wainola), one of the two smaller
churches met on either the first and third Sundays of each month and the other had services on the second and
fourth Sundays. The pastor would begin his Sunday routine with a service at St. Paul’s at 10:00 AM and then
depart for the next service scheduled to start at 11:30 AM. If there was a fifth Sunday in a given month, there
would be a PARISH-WIDE service at St. Paul’s, often including a coffee social after the single 10 AM service.
This carried on until we had a two pastor team who decided to have services at each church each week, which
moved Wainola’s service to Saturday evening. The fifth Sunday single parish service became less of a
tradition because all the churches were having services every week.
Okay - so where does the PARISH FESTIVAL fit in all of this? Each year, usually during a warmer month,
one of the churches held a bang-up event called the PARISH FESTIVAL and hosted a grand meal afterwards.
A little farther back in time, the PARISH FESTIVAL also included singing, games, and was more than just a
service and a meal. Old timers can still remember Pastor Reicher’s fabled sermon delivered from a boat just
off shore of the Kaleva Lodge (now the Laakko’s cottage at Twin Lakes) to the assembled throng on the
shoreline. Thus, there would be one really big FESTIVAL service every year hosted on a rotating basis.
Since the formation of the NORTHERN LIGHTS LUTHERAN PARISH (St. Paul’s, First, and Siloa), we
have made it a point to have more PARISH-WIDE events so we can gather our church family together
periodically. Sometimes it is for an important event like the installation of a new pastor, the kick-off of our
ecumenical Vacation Bible School week, or First’s annual summer service. Other times, we gather just
because we haven’t worshipped and broken bread together for a while.
To get back to the original question (What is the difference between parish-wide and parish festival
services?), it is a matter of history. St. Paul’s and First have a shared history and by continuing to dedicate
one of the parish-wide services as the PARISH FESTIVAL, it is our little tip of the hat to the past. Don’t get
me wrong - ALL of the parish-wide events that we have shared have been terrific - but having one wing-ding
per year designated as the PARISH FESTIVAL gives each church an opportunity to put on (my apologies to
Ed Sullivan) “a really big shew”.
The last PARISH FESTIVAL was the previously mentioned Reformation centennial service at Siloa last
October. That means St. Paul’s will be doing the honors this year and we really haven’t discussed it yet.
There will be parish-wide services in the meantime (like VBS kick off in June or July, First’s summer service
in July or August . . .perhaps Siloa is up for another Reformation celebration. . . ), but when the schedule gels a
bit, we will be planning this year’s PARISH FESTIVAL at St. Paul’s.
Ken Raisanen, past NLLP Board President

Congratulations to Brittany Walters who will be
graduating on May 29th with the Ontonagon Area High
School Class of 2018!

Large Turnout for FEEDING AMERICA Event
The Western Michigan Food Bank program, FEEDING AMERICA, distributed 16,115 pounds of food,
free, to hundreds of people who met the truck at the Ontonagon Area School parking lot. The event took place
on April 19 from 4:00-7:00 pm.
The event food distribution was coordinated by Pastor Soren Schmidt, Campus Chaplain at Finlandia
University. The University partnered with the local schools to arrange for a place for distribution and dozens of
students volunteered to carry baskets and cartons to the vehicles of those who came.
Hundreds of pounds of potatoes, cabbages, apples, peppers, onions and tomatoes were handed out as well
as cottage cheese milk, bread, rolls, cakes, pies, and even turnovers.
Volunteers from the community, from the local churches, and Finlandia students also pitched in with
the unloading and distribution of the food. This is a unique ministry that demonstrates caring for others in our
community as well as showing in a practical way the bountiful blessings we receive from God daily. Remember,
GOD IS GOOD....all the time!

Pastor Soren Schmidt coordinated the
event with the Western Michigan Food Bank,
Finlandia University and the local schools.

Hundreds lined up for the free food distribution on April 19th at
the Ontonagon Area School parking lot.

Volunteers from the student body and the local churches pitched in to unload and distribute the
food. Recognize anyone?

Activity Page

Make a card for Mom! Color and cut out. Paste to construction paper for a pretty card.

