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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is
near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. (Phil 4:4-7,13)
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How many of you remember the wind storms that came through our area a couple of years ago? I know I do; I see a
reminder of them every time I look out the back window. You see, in the far back corner of the yard stands an apple
tree—or at least part of an apple tree. The tree used to have a divided trunk that created two large sections of the tree,
but that’s not the case now. During those storms, the tree was split right down the middle almost down to the ground.
As you can see from the pictures, there was a lot of damage. The tree was effectively half a tree
and its main structure was severely compromised. To be perfectly honest, I thought the tree was
going to die. And even if it didn’t die right away, it certainly wouldn’t make it through the winter.
I was wrong. It’s now made it through two winters.
For some reason, that tree didn’t give up. Yes it was hurt. Yes it was disfigured.
Yes it was essentially crippled and you could certainly call it half a tree; a mere
shadow of its former self. And yet, it continued to live. And not just live, but it
continued to fulfill its purpose—growing apples
And when I say it grew apples, I’m not talking about a couple or even a dozen;
but enough to feed the deer and other animals that wondered into the yard for well
into the winter.
This year looks like it’s going to be more of the same. The tree is filled with
leaves and the blossoms have exploded. And if you look closely, new branches
have begun to grow as well. Somehow, it had found the strength to carry on in
spite of what had happened to it and was not only living, but prospering and
being exactly what God had called it to be.
How many people in our lives do we know that have been damaged by life? How many have
been hurt physically, mentally or spiritually and now struggle with the idea that they aren’t the
same person anymore? How many times have we been the person asking the question, what
good am I now?
I wish I could simply point to that apple tree as the answer, but I know that people aren’t trees. After all I doubt trees
listen to other trees about how useless, or ugly or old or broken those other trees think they are. And I don’t know
that a tree has ever talked that way about itself either; they simply are. But then again, I also doubt that trees have
other trees around them who support them, guide them, pray for them or simply love them for who they are.
I guess that’s the advantage we have over the trees. We are both wonderfully made by a loving God, but we know it.
We are aware of those around us who God has placed in our paths to help us through those storms and the aftermath.
And we are aware of the people whose path God has put us on because they need to know that they are loved and that
no matter the situation, they are a loved, valued and precious child of God. We might try to talk ourselves out of it or
we may experience the hurtful voice or painful glare of another, but that doesn’t change God’s love for us in the least
and it doesn’t change the power of God’s Spirit that lives in each of us who call on God’s Holy and mighty name.
Will that apple tree make it through another winter? I don’t know. Will we? Again, I don’t know. But I have faith
that God’s peace will be with us through all the storms of this world and we may even find a companion or two to
walk with us; and for that, we can rejoice.
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Siloa will hold their annual rummage sale on June
8th and 9th.
If you have items, you may drop them off at Siloa.
No clothing or shoes please.
No time has yet been set, so please watch for notices.

SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
God’s consolation for the long cold winter is blossoms.
The much-needed rain knocked the petals off, but the
business parts of the flowers are probably creating
fruits. The warm weather speeded up the development
of leaves which seemed late to start. At any rate,
summer is on its way.
Our big June event will be Siloa’s Annual Rummage
Sale. Get your items to the church soon so they can be
sorted and priced. The sale will begin on Friday, June
8th, and run from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM. Then, again,
on Saturday, the 9th from 9:00 AM until 12:00 Noon.
We are hoping for the usual assortment of items.
Please stop in and check it out.
The regular business meeting will be postponed until
Thursday, June 14th, at 6:00 PM, at Syl’s Restaurant.
We’ll order off the menu and each pay for our own
meals. This will be our final brief business meeting
until September.
This is also my final time of presiding. September
brings the election of officers. I have enjoyed being the
president but have had to miss too many meetings and
events.
Wishing you God’s peace,
Ellie
Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30.00 and you can mail your check to:

Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you would like to sponsor
the broadcast and indicate one of the following: In Memory
of (name), In Honor of (name), or any other appropriate
request. If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office
at 906-884-2655.

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mondays & Tuesdays:
Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm
Mondays:
Bible Study 12:00
Siloa House
******************************
Prayer Shawl Knitters
The Prayer Shawl Knitters meet in the
Siloa Church basement on the third
Monday of every month.
If you know of someone who is in need of
comfort from illness, loneliness, who is
grieving, or of someone who is, or will be,
celebrating a new life or any other wonderful event, please contact:
Lori at 884-2513.
This ministry is open to both men &
women, beginner or expert.
Please join us.
******************************
The North Country Quilters meet every
1st and third Thursday of each month at
the church.
******************************
Church Council
Second Monday of the month
at 4:00 p.m.
******************************
The Siloa Church Women meet on the 1st
Thursday of each month.

Siloa Lutheran Church Council
Officers
President - Bruce Johanson - 884-6886
Vice President - Frank Wardynski - 884-4610
Secretary - Kathy Pattison - 884-4795
Council Members
Lori Hartzell
Bill Miller
Lynn Sorenson
Gunnard Kyllonen
Treasurer - Karen Flink - 391-0157
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford
Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind
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St. Paul’s & First Announcements

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY
3rd Monday of Each Month
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main entrée,
wonderful sides and mouth-watering desserts.
THERE IS NO CHARGE & EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

There will be no council meeting for
St. Paul’s during the month of July
Simple Gifts
Coins that are placed in the St. Paul’s
offering plate during services each
Sunday, are set aside to help those in
our community who may need a little
extra support. Please consider placing
your loose change into the collection
plate for a friend, neighbor, or someone
you have yet to meet, that may need a
little reminder that they are not alone.
Thank you.

Helping hands are always needed
and welcomed. If you are interested
in helping, for the whole day, or for
an hour, please call Jim Michie at
883-3612 or stop in the day of the
meal. We usually start at 10:00 a.m.

We would certainly rather that you stay and
eat with us, but if you cannot, take out is
available upon request.

If you cannot get to
the meal due to illness
or immobility, please
call the church and we
may be able to deliver
to you. 883-3602

Thank you! $275.00 was raised during our
May Malaria Net Gathering.
We easily made our goal of $22,000.00.
Praise the Lord.
Thank you to all who come to our gatherings!
You are very much appreciated!
What better way to brighten up the front of the church until it is warm
enough for plants! The students of the Wednesday Bible Adventures
class painted these pretty rocks with crosses, hearts, and designs to add
some color while waiting for spring to arrive.

Help WOAS - FM 88.5

Turn Green
by donating used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet) for

RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the OASD
office, the Ontonagon Township Library,
The Ontonagon Herald, & the Greenland
Township Offices.
Pick -up can be arranged by calling,
813-0614, Ext 109, or contact Ken at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound
Choice in Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle cell
phones, but we are working on it!

Northern Lights

Quilting at St. Paul’s

Lutheran Parish

Every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.,
we gather for quilting and
is a member of the Congregations fellowship. You don’t have to be
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod an expert, we will help you get
started!

of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
Trust God when He seems to be silent.

We do break for lunch together,
so bring a dish to pass if you
wish, or a bag lunch.
Summer is here, so all of do not
come every Wednesday. Call
ahead to see who is here!

Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Walt Lukkarila, John Botto, Ashley Huotari
Yaklyvich, John Maloney, Dan Isotalo, Lois Burt,
Kara Booth, Jim Michie, Joyce Leppanen, Esther
Kieranen, Marilyn Hokkanen, William Rantala,
Rita Saari, Laurie Hiltunen, Joyce Winberg, Dan Rellis, Elvie
Mannikko, Bonnie Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon
Nies, Don Olson, Sigrid Bonnetti, Dave Distel, Margy Byrnes, Spero
Behr, Janice Behr , Irving Olson, Michael Olson
Please Remember the Families of: Joe Moskwa, Dana
Domitrovich, Jeanne Murphy, Doug Filppula, & Sandy Michie
Garden View Assisted Living & Memory Care – Calumet: Dale Koski
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Victoria Beck, Beatrice
Miilu, Edna Trasti, & June Tredeau
Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin
Bayside Village - L’Anse: Ray Luoma
Rolling Meadows - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Woodland Assisted Living – Manistique: Helen Toivonen
Home Bound: Robert Store, Bertha Peterson, John Townsend
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, Nate
Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja,
Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen,
Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, J.J. McCraw,
Stephanie Patterson, Dustin Brand, and their families.

JUNE
Birthdays and Anniversary's*
1. Gerry & Sonja Niemi*
Joshua Fultz
3. Lisa Satio
Spero & Janice Behr*
4. Pastor Jay & Diana*
5. Gunnard Kyllonen
7. Heather Carlson
10. Eino & Kris Miilu*
11. Kris Miilu
Wendy Claus
12. Pastor Jay
14. Bob Claus
16. Mel & Chris Carlson*
17. Nicole Corey
Susie Ruth Shumaker
18. Jerry & Mary Roehm*
Norm & Marie Durham*
20. Tanya Waltanen
22. Alyssa Manninen
23. Max Gourneau
25. David & Pattie Corey*
26. Bruce & Roberta Johanson*
God bless you on your special day and
all throughout the year.

The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.

Please Let Us Know…If you, or a loved

For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.

one is sick, in the hospital, homebound, or
are in need of pastoral care, please
don’t hesitate to let us know, and
do not assume that someone else
has already told us. Call the Siloa
or St. Paul’s offices, (please leave a
message if there is no answer),
contact a church member, Pastor
Jay, send an email, or just leave a note in the
offering plate.
You are all precious gifts of God, and we do
not want anyone to be unintentionally
missed.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone
who is, thankfully, doing well now and may be removed,
please let Karen or Pattie know.
Please remember to check the military listings also. Thank you.

Contact information and telephone numbers
are located on the front of this newsletter.

Wednesday Bible Adventures Spring Program

On April 29th some of the Wednesday Bible students from St. Paul’s
presented a program of songs and Bible verses for the congregation.

Kylie Saari lead the group in “This Little Light of Mine.”

Just some of our
2017-2018
Wednesday Bible
Adventures Class
from St. Paul’s.
We had a great year
and look forward to
seeing all of you
again next year.

Have a great
summer!

On a rainy day, the Wednesday Bible Adventures held their
year end picnic. No worries, you just put blankets on the
floor and make it an indoor picnic!

The Batman grace is always a good way to start!
A very special thank you to Marcy &
Lynn for coming and for the great lunch!

Thank you Mr.
Raisanen for
being “The
Game Master.”

You just never know what they
will come up with. That is what
makes them so fun.

This may be a new way to say the Lord’s Prayer!

On your mark, get set…...GO!

Project Amigo and St. Paul’s
It was twenty five years ago that a couple traveling in Mexico took the wrong bus and ended up in an impoverished
community in Colima. That couple started Project Amigo which has resulted in numerous children graduating from
the University of Colima, found good employment, and pulled themselves and their families out of poverty.
It was in March of 2018 that St. Paul’s first heard of Project Amigo.
Project Amigo has done many wonderful things over the years, and one of their on-going projects is to knit or crochet
squares by others that are then sent to the project. At the beginning, the squares were put together for students at
the Amigo school for warmth. Now they go to the parents of those students, where they put them together and are
paid for their work.
Chris Raisanen heard of this project through an Ontonagon woman, Janis Burgess of the Ontonagon-White Pine
Rotary Club, and thought that the crafty people of St. Paul’s would like to join in on this project.
They did. Since March of this year, 270 squares have been sent to the Rotary Club from St. Paul’s.
One goal of this project is to provide afghans for the 160 Project Amigo scholarship recipient's in grades seven through
university level and the hundreds of children involved in the primary school incentive program. Plus it will provide a
source of income for the people who sew the afghans, the majority of whom would be unemployed mothers of the
Project Amigo scholarship recipients.
Remember, this is an on-going project. If you would like to help out, squares can be dropped off at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Mass City, or Contact Janis Burgess.
If you wish to see more, go to www.srbrow.info/afghans.
Please see the following page for square instructions, or you may find others on the web.
Just remember, that each square needs to be a 6 inch square. They can be any color as they are sorted by colors and
then arranged into designs of 8 squares by 12 squares. Instructions and materials are also sent to the Project Amigo
workers along with enough yarn to sew the squares together.

Just two of the
beautiful afghans
that are sewn
together by the
Project Amigo
workers.

Beginning in December 2017 eight women in the Queseria
migrant camp in Colima, Mexico have taken over responsibility
for sewing yarn squares into afghans. They are paid through
contributions by donors who want to help pay the wages of the
seamstresses.

Picnic for First Responders at Siloa
On June 24, Siloa will be holding a picnic
for all first responders in
the area and surrounding
areas to say thank you for
all that you do.
The picnic will be held at
Siloa Lutheran Church in Ontonagon,
weather permitting. Otherwise it will be
held at the Recreation Center in
Ontonagon.
Time to be set at a later date
and will be announced.

On May 27, St. Paul’s welcomed to
the congregation:
Scott A. Jackson &
Molly J. Jackson.
WELCOME!
On April 29th, St. Paul’s welcomed our
newest member,

Aurora Doreen Abfalter
Aurora is the daughter of Tony & Kelly Abfalter.
Her new Godparents are Jeremy & Ashley Boldt.
Her grandparents are Rick & Cheryl Saari of
Greenland, MI, & Jesse & Karen Sartell, MN

Scott’s sponsors are
Crystal & Dana Francois.
Molly’s sponsors are
Roy Jackson & Linda
Carilli.
Welcome Scott (Jaxin) & Molly!

Vacation Bible School at St. Paul’s
VBS is set for the week of June 25-29th. It will run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., Monday thru Thursday, and 9:00 a.m. to noon on Friday.
If you are in grades K-12 and would like to join us, please call the church
office at 883-3602, or come the morning of the 25th and sign up! There is no
cost and everyone is welcome.
Remember, if you are older, but would still like to join in the fun, helping
hands are always welcome.
MEET THE FORTUNE LAKE TEAM
On Sunday, June 24th during services, the members of the Fortune Lake Team who
will be leading the events during VBS will be here. Come and meet them and get an
idea of what they have planned for this fun, summertime event.
Services begin at 10:30 a.m.

Please plan to stay afterwards for a picnic get together!

Congratulations to Jacob Witt who will
graduate from the Ewen-Trout Creek
High School on June 1st.

Good luck and the very
best of wishes!

At St. Paul’s April 29th services, the Spanish setting was used. This fell
on the weekend of Cinco de Mayo, and our Malaria Net Gathering.
As you can see, Bruce Johanson was a guest player, along with Pastor
Jay, Ken Raisanen on guitar, and Chris Raisanen on keyboards.
After services, a Malaria Net gathering was held where there was taco salad, cookies,
juice, and coffee. Thank you Bruce for adding your talents to the service.

PARISH WIDE EVENT AT ST. PAUL’S
There will be a parish wide event at St. Paul’s on
Sunday, June 24th. The Fortune Lake Team will be
here to introduce themselves during services.
We will follow with a picnic with all the trimmings.
Please join us, everyone is welcome!
Services will begin at 10:30 a.m.
There will no services at Siloa or First Lutheran.
Congratulations to Taylor Saari

Blessings in a Backpack at St. Paul’s

for receiving the R. The final donations for the year, for Blessing in a Backpack, were
brought to the Ontonagon Area Schools in the middle of May.
Matthew Ahlskog
There were another 190 individual items, bringing the total for
Scholarship from
the year to over 900 items.
St. Paul’s.
St. Paul’s began this collection of non-perishable food items near
the beginning of the school year. Items that are donated go to
This scholarship
students over the weekends, vacations, or other non-session
was established by the family of
school days when students may not have enough to eat.
Ruben Matthew Ahlskog and is
awarded by St. Paul’s annually.

Thank you to everyone who contributed!

Activity Page

The day that the Earth's North Pole is tilted
closest to the sun is called the summer solstice.
This is the longest day (most daylight hours) of
the year for people living in the northern hemisphere. It is also the day that the Sun reaches its
highest point in the sky.

Mary’s father has five daughters – Nana,
Nene, Nini, Nono. What is the fifth
daughter’s name?
****************
A man leaves home and turns left three
times, only to return home facing two men
wearing masks. Who are those two men?
Answers at bottom of page

Can you find the hidden objects in the picture below?

Riddle Answers: Mary
A Catcher & Umpire

