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All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” (Matthew 1:22-23)
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Where did the year go? It seems that we were just talking about last season’s snow totals when there was a flash of
green and Spring was on the scene. And just as quickly a couple warm days zipped past and we called it Summer as
we began to enjoy the Fall colors. But before we could even take a deep breath of that cool, crisp Fall air, the snow is
here again and Christmas is quickly approaching.
Of course with the ‘advent’ of Christmas (sorry, I couldn’t resist the seasonal pun) our thoughts quickly turn toward
the idea of presents. And as you stive to think about what to get for all those people you love as well as those you
tolerate because they’re family and you sort of have too; may I make a suggestion? In addition to whatever presents
you decide to give, may I suggest you also give the gift of presence. And no, that isn’t a typo.
There is a story about a family who lived during the great depression. This family, Mother, Father and their son Pete
had managed to scrape their way through in spite of the challenging times. But as Christmas approached one year
they were disappointed that they would not be able to buy any presents. A week before Christmas they explained to
Pete, who was six years old at the time, that there would be no store-bought presents this Christmas. “But I’ll tell you
what we can do” said Pete’s father, “we can make pictures of the presents we’d like to give to each other.”
That was a busy week. Mom and Dad set to work. Christmas Day arrived and the family rose to find their skimpy
little tree made magnificent by the picture presents they had adorned it with. There was luxury beyond imagination in
those pictures—a black limousine and red speedboat for Dad, a diamond bracelet and fur coat for Mom a camping
tent and a swimming pool for Pete.
Then Pete pulled out his present, a crayon drawing of a man, a woman and a child with their arms around each other
laughing. Under the picture was just one word: “US”.
Years later, the Mother wrote that it was the richest, most satisfying Christmas they ever had.
It may seem a little silly in this age of gadgets, gizmos, on-line shopping and two-day shipping, but truth be told, the
greatest gift we can ever offer is ourselves, our presence. But then again, this shouldn’t come as too much of a
surprise, especially when you realize that the greatest gift that God ever gave us, not only at Christmas but throughout
the year, was and is–himself; Emmanuel, God with us.
But this gift didn’t arrive via UPS or FedEx or even USPS; it arrived in the same way we all did—which is usually
naked, wet and hungry. And it wasn’t wrapped in fancy paper and a bow, but instead was wrapped in rags. Yet it
wasn’t the delivery method (another bad pun) or the wrapping that made it so special, but the immeasurable love of
God that came in human flesh. The greatest present we ever received was the presence of God. And if God can give
of himself for us, how can we not give of ourselves to the world that God loves so much that he gave his life for us?
Diana and I pray that you have a blessed Christmas and may you feel the presence of Christ Jesus in your lives as you
give the gift of your presence in service to our neighbors near and far.
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We received a request to combine the calendars for our 3 churches, to
foster a sense of unity in our Northern Lights Lutheran Parish. We’ve
been doing a great job of supporting each other at our parish-wide events
and other special activities. Let’s keep up that spirit—they’ll know we are
Christians by our love! You will note the color-coding; Activities or events
at Siloa are in green, St. Paul’s in red, and First in blue.

SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Siloa women’s
group met on Thursday,
November 1st. Their
annual Christmas party
will take place on
th
December 13 at 6:00 p.m. at Siloa and
catered by Syl’s restaurant. Secret Sister
Christmas gifts will be exchanged and next
year’s Secret Sisters will be designated. The
women will also decide on their charitable
donations. There will be NO JANUARY
MEETING and a decision on the February
meeting will be made at a later date.

Mondays & Tuesdays:

*******************************************************

Coins for Outreach

Coins being collected now until
December 31st will be directed to
Ontonagon County Animal Protection.
*******************************************************

Monday Bible Study
at Noon at Siloa House

Join us for a lively discussion of God’s
Word! We are currently studying the
book of Hebrews.
Siloa’s Church Council will meet on Monday,
December 10th at 4:00 p.m.
Committee reports for the annual meeting
need to be submitted by early January.

Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm

Mondays:
Bible Study 12:00
Siloa House
******************************

Prayer Shawl Knitters are meeting
on Monday, December 17th at 1:00
p.m. in the Siloa Church basement.
We hope you—both women and men—
who like to knit or want to learn will
join us.
If you know of someone who is in need
of comfort from illness, loneliness,
who is grieving, or of someone who is,
or will be, celebrating a new life or any
other wonderful event, please contact:
Lori at 884-2513.
Our ministry is open to all, beginner
or expert. Please join us.
******************************

The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st and third Thursday of
each month at the church.
******************************
A HOLIDAY CHOIR/BELL CHOIR
will rehearse Wednesdays at 7pm
for singers and 7:30 for ringers.
Please come out to help us provide
special music for our holiday
worship service!
Siloa Lutheran Church Council

Would you like to sponsor a Sunday
Officers
President
Bruce
Johanson - 884-6886
radio broadcast? If so, the cost is $30
Vice President - Frank Wardynski - 884-4610
and you can mail your check to:
Secretary - Kathy Pattison - 884-4795
Siloa Lutheran Church
Council Members
218 E. River Street
Lori Hartzell
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Bill Miller
Lynn
Sorenson
Please include the date on which you would like to
Gunnard Kyllonen
sponsor the broadcast and indicate one of the
Treasurer - Karen Flink - 391-0157
following: In Memory of (name), In Honor of
Financial Secretary - Jeanette Bedford
(name), or any other appropriate request. If you
Parish Representatives
have any questions, please call the Siloa office at
Bruce Johanson & Bob Lind
906-884-2655.

St. Paul’s & First Announcements

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST . PAUL’S IN MASS CITY

3rd Monday of Each Month—Decenber 17th
Serving: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Please join us for a delicious meal of a main entrée,
wonderful sides and mouth-watering desserts.
THERE IS NO CHARGE & EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Simple Gifts
Coins that are placed in the
St. Paul’s offering plate during services
each Sunday, are set aside to help those
in our community who may need a little
extra support. Please consider placing
your loose change into the collection
plate for a friend, neighbor, or someone
you have yet to meet, that may need a
little reminder that they are not alone.
Thank you.

Helping hands are WELCOME!
Preparations usually require the weekend prior to
the meal. We carry in the groceries on the Friday
before, and on the weekend we do food preparation.
The day of the meal we finish up
If you cannot get to
food prep, set the tables, serve the food, and
the meal due to
clean up. If you are interested in helping—for illness or immobility,
a whole day, or for an hour—please call Jim
please call the
Michie at 883-3612 or stop in the day of the
church and we may
meal. We generally start at 10 a.m.
be able to deliver to

Take out is available upon request.

you. 883-3602

MALARIA NET MINISTRY
Thank you! $275 was raised during our
November fellowship hour.
BWANA ASIFIWE! PRAISE THE LORD!
This month’s fellowship is Sunday,

St. Paul’s Council will meet on
Dec. 4th at 7pm. WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY AT ST. PAUL’S
Committee reports Join us for our weeknight Bible study on
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. We are studying the
are due on
December 16th.
book of Acts.
Help WOAS - FM
88.5

Turn Green
by donating
used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet)
for

RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the OASD
office or the Ontonagon Township Library,.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 109 or e-mail at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound
Choice in Ontonagon Country.
We no longer have an outlet to recycle cell
phones, but we are working on it!

The final service of 2018 at First Lutheran
Church of Winona will be on Christmas Eve.
We’ll resume our Sunday evening worship
services in the spring.
We wish everyone a happy, healthy and safe
winter, and we eagerly await our springtime
return in 2019. A Blessed New Year to All!

Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish

Quilting at St. Paul’s

Every Wednesday at
10:00
a.m. We break for
is a member of the Congregations
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod lunch so bring a dish to
pass or a bag lunch.
of the Evangelical
Quilters will pack
Lutheran Church in America.
baskets for shut-ins on
Dec. 12th. Please bring
donations to the church
before then—remember,
no fresh fruit!
If you know of someone
who should receive a
Synod Web Address:
basket, contact a quilter
www.nglsynod.org
or the church office.

Please Remember
in Your Prayers:
Walt Lukkarila, John Botto, Ashley Huotari
Yaklyvich, John Maloney, Kara Booth,
Joyce Leppanen, Esther Kieranen, Mary
Hokkanen, Marilyn Hokkanen, Rita Saari, Laurie Hiltunen, Joyce
Winberg, Irving Olson, Michael Olson, Marcia Pietila, Ed Hulkonen,
Dean Store, Bruce Williams, Davey Ahola, Jerry Hokkanen, Jan
Hoover, Dan Rellis, Elvie Mannikko, Bonnie Buchanan, Isak
Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies, Don Olson, Sigrid Bonnetti,
Margy Byrnes, Spero Behr, Janice Behr, Ellen Smith, Susie Ruth
Shumaker, Rodney Flink, and Nicholas Derenzo
Please Remember the Families of: Diana Kaikko, Kori LaFernier,
Helen Toivonen, and Michael Sullivan
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Victoria Beck, Beatrice
Miilu, Edna Trasti, & June Tredeau
Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
Rolling Meadows - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Houghton County Medical Care: Pauline Wesander
Home Bound: Robert Store, Dale Koski, Bertha Peterson, John
Townsend
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, Nate
Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja,
Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen,
Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, J.J. McCraw,
Stephanie Patterson, Dustin Brand, Lane Taylor and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone
who is, thankfully, doing well now and may be removed,
please let Karen or Mary Ellen know.
Please remember to check the military listings also. Thank you.

December
Birthdays and
Anniversaries*
4. Reece LaBine
Nancy Adams
David Jaris
11. Justin Lundberg
13. Marcella Mannikko
14. Ellen Arvo
Carl Weisinger
15. Corrie Kaarto
Katherine Michie
16. Eino Miilu
20. Kim Roberts
21. Bob & Darlene Sibilsky*
22. Al Johnson
25. Marie Durham
David L. Saari
30. Jack & Debbie Short*
God bless you on your special day
and all throughout the year.

Have a blessed day!
Please Let Us Know….If you
or a loved one is sick, in the
hospital, homebound, or in
need of pastoral care, please
don’t hesitate to let us know,
and do not assume that someone
else has already told us.

Call the Siloa or St. Paul church offices
(please leave a message if there is no
answer), contact a church member or
Pastor Jay, send an email, or just leave
a note in the offering plate.
You are all precious children of God,
and we do not want anyone to be
unintentionally missed.
Contact information and telephone numbers
are located on the front of this newsletter.

BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP AS A WAY OF LIFE
And what has God entrusted to us? It’s more than
material goods, isn’t it? Rather, he has entrusted
to us our very lives—our time and talents in
addition to our material possessions. So when we
consider what our wise stewardship should entail,
we need to examine all aspects of our lives, to
ensure that we are being responsible stewards of
God’s creation and the blessings he has bestowed
on us.
Stewardship is an ethic that embodies the responsible A small group Bible study asked its participants to
planning and management of resources—applicable to fill in a pie chart to reflect an approximation of how
the environment and nature, economics, health, they allocated a week’s time. A typical chart
property,
information,
theology,
etc.
Biblical looked like this:
stewardship is the act of living as a steward.
Last month we were asked to reflect on our weekly
giving and were given pledge cards to help us with the
exercise. This is an exercise that is familiar to us and
nearly all churchgoers, especially at the time of year
when church leaders are preparing budgets for the new
year. But what if we were to regard this exercise as
more than a once-a-year occurrence? What if it were
central to our daily living?

What is a steward? In biblical times a steward was a
very highly regarded person who had proven himself to
be exceptionally trustworthy. As a result, a wealthy
master would have complete confidence entrusting his
significant possessions to the steward. The steward
would be expected to manage the wealth of his master
in the same way the master would manage it himself.
We recall the story of Joseph who served as Pharoah’s
steward, and who saved the Israelites during a famine.
In short, a steward is one who has been entrusted with
the possessions of another to use in the best interest of
the owner. A steward is never under the false
impression that he owns any of what he is managing. If
the steward began to act like an owner, he would no
longer be qualified to be a steward. Both master and Participants were horrified when they saw how
steward were crystal clear as to who the true owner tiny a sliver was devoted to their spiritual lives.
was.
They struggled to reallocate their time, but were
A Christian writer on financial topics, Larry Burkett, forced to concede that even their tweaks gave
back precious little to God.
used the analogy of a modern day steward as a bank
president. The president of a bank has a significant Believers can take comfort that there is a solution
stewardship responsibility to every single “owner” of the to the problem of allocating time to our spiritual
funds in his bank. He knows he does not own the lives. Instead of giving God only a piece of the pie,
money in the bank although he is held accountable for we can invite God to be in all areas of our lives.
the wise management of the funds. The reason people
deposit their money in the bank is that they trust their
money will be stewarded well knowing the bank
president has no claim of ownership over the money.
Living a
But what if the bank president started to act as an
Christowner and not a steward? How would the true owners
Centered
respond if the bank president started moving the money
Life
into his personal account? Very quickly the owners
would demand their money back, and the president
would be facing some jail time. Ownership versus
stewardship matters in the banking world and it matters
The solution is to find ways to meaningfully include
in our personal and spiritual lives as well.
God in all our daily activities. Use commute time to
The Bible makes it clear that God created everything pray or listen to devotional messages. Be a person
and even though He has entrusted much to each of us, of kindness, generosity and honesty in your daily
His name is still on the title. God is the owner, and we dealings at work and at play and grab opportunities
are His stewards. If we become confused about that to be a Christian witness. Invite God into your
and begin to act as owners, we lose the right to be family time. Let’s become responsible Christian
stewards of all areas of our lives.
considered a steward.

Outreach/ Ministry Opportunities in the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish
Our parish is actively engaged in ministry to our communities and to the world. How can YOU contribute your
time/talents/treasure? Our members work together in groups that support their church’s outreach efforts:


Every Sunday, Siloa broadcasts its worship service on Y101, which reaches our own shut-ins as well as
anyone in the listening audience of the radio station. Anyone can underwrite this broadcast at a cost of $30,
and broadcasts will also announce any dedications.



Ladies of our congregations provide hot dishes, salads, and baked goods for funeral luncheons, not only for
church members, but for any in community who request it. These offerings of food bring comfort to families
and friends who are suffering a loss and demonstrate our loving care for them.



Siloa Lutheran Church Women, affiliated with the Synodical Women’s Organization, sponsor fundraisers like
the annual Rummage Sale or other projects and then designate monies from their treasury to fund local
community programs like St. Vincent DePaul’s assistance with utility bills, and also world ministries under the
auspices of the SWO.



Women of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church also direct donations from their treasury to community charities like St.
Vinnie’s, Little Brothers, Omega House, the Barbara Kettle Gundlach Shelter as well as mission projects.



Siloa Prayer Shawl Knitters make beautiful prayer shawls that are a “wearable hug crafted with love and
intent from maker to recipient,” that are given in multiple circumstances: to people undergoing medical
procedures; as a comfort after a loss or in times of stress; during bereavement; for prayer or meditation; for
commitment or marriage ceremonies; for new mothers; for bridal shower or wedding gifts; during an illness
and recovery; for graduation, birthday, anniversary, ordination, or holiday gifts. A Prayer Shawl book can be
found in the back pew at Siloa where people can enter prayer shawl requests—please date the request and
provide the reason for it. As of November 17th, 304 prayer shawls have been created!



St. Paul’s Quilters make colorful quilts that they donate to area shelters, nursing facilities, Lutheran World
Relief, as well as individuals in need in our local communities. Each year this talented group make 80+
quilts. They bring warmth, comfort and beauty into lives of people who need this gift of love.



St. Paul’s knitters and crocheters create afghan squares to donate to Project Amigo; they are assembled into
afghans by volunteers in Colima, Mexico and sold to raise funds for educational scholarships for their kids.



Each year our church members make multiple contributions to holiday charities, including the St. Nicholas
Project, the TV-6 Canathon, the Mitten Tree, and the Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly holiday meals/gifts.



Each year church members contribute to the Blessings in a Backpack, providing nourishing snacks or meals
to needy children in our Ontonagon Area School District.



Every month St. Paul’s supports a Malaria Net fellowship hour with a free will offering donated to the Eastern
and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania to purchase malaria nets and to provide maternal and children’s health
services. Since inception $23,342 has been raised for this important ministry.



Every month St. Paul’s hosts a FREE Community Meal to which ALL in the surrounding area are invited to
enjoy a delicious meal and warm fellowship. The gathering also offers a small pantry of canned/packaged
goods and fresh vegetables as available in season. We encourage all our church members to join us for
these meals—to volunteer with preparations as you are able, but also to share the meal with your community
members. This gathering demonstrates hospitality to our community and is an expression of love.



Siloa and St. Paul’s congregations collect loose change in their weekly offerings. Siloa designates their
offerings to specific causes—currently Ontonagon County Animal Protection—and St. Paul’s collections are
used for assistance to those in need in our community.



St. Paul’s offers Wednesday Bible Adventures during the school year and an all-day, weeklong Vacation Bible School to all area children, regardless of religious affiliation. Many ladies are involved in providing instruction, assistance with crafts, and provision of healthy snacks. During VBS a lunch is provided, as well as
lodging and meals for the Fortune Lake youth leaders. We all know how important it is to invite children to
learn about the love of God and develop a relationship with our Savior Jesus Christ!

Project Amigo supports students from Colima, Mexico through scholarships that include
school fees, transportation, uniforms and school supplies, and a hot lunch.

The afghans squares project is an ongoing one at St. Paul’s.
If you would like to help out, squares can be dropped off at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Mass City, or contact Janis Burgess.
Please use the following square instructions, or you may find others on the web. They can be any
color as they are sorted by colors and then arranged into designs of 8 squares by 12 squares.
Please use the following square instructions, or you may find others on the web. Just remember,
that each square needs to be a 6 inch square.
It is not necessary to include tails of yarn with each of the squares.

Welcome to Our Newest St. Paul’s Members
On Sunday, November 11th St. Paul’s hosted a coffee hour to welcome our
newest members, Fern Malila, Pat Blair and Steve & Mary Ellen Perkins.
You may recall an article from last
September’s newsletter that featured
them.
The photo at right demonstrates why we’ve been tardy in our
welcome; it’s hard to get everyone together at the same time! This
time, however, it’s not because Fern was on the move, but because
she was NOT moving, following her knee surgery.

Blessings in a Backpack
St. Paul’s is again supporting the Backpack Food
Program, donating food to needy students in the
Ontonagon Area School District. To assist, please
donate non-perishable food items, or cash donations
to purchase them.
Suggested Items
Mac & Cheese Cups (Not Boxes)
Granola Bars
Chef Boyardee Products
Popcorn
Apple Sauce or Fruit Cups
Ramen Noodles
Peanut Butter
Individual Cereal Portions
(Oatmeal Packets or Cold Cereal Cups)
Snack Sandwich Crackers
(Cheese or Peanut Butter)

Harvest Dinner at St. Paul’s on Saturday, November 3rd.

Thank you, all who donated items, volunteered time and talents, and attended our recent
Harvest Dinner. We enjoyed a meal of ham, meatballs, mashed potatoes, rutabaga, green
beans, coleslaw, applesauce and assorted sweets for dessert. We received a $250
contribution from Thrivent to serve as “seed money” for the event. Funds raised help support our monthly
Community Meals. Below are a few of our volunteers who helped prepare the tasty meal.

holiday outreach opportunities
With this festive season we look forward to gathering with family and friends.
Our Parish offers multiple opportunities to invite family, friends and even strangers to join us in the
celebrations of the season. Please consider inviting people to join you as we gather for:

Wednesday Bible Adventures Christmas Program—The ABC’s of Christmas
presented at

the Aspirus Long Term Care Unit after school on
Wednesday, December 5th, AND
St. Paul’s December 16th Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.
immediately followed by a coffee hour in the basement

St. Paul’s Longest Night Worship Service
Friday, December 21st at 7:00 p.m.
For some, the cheerful holiday season can be a challenging time,
particularly if they are suffering from the recent loss of a loved one,
unemployment or financial difficulties, depression or illness,
estrangement or separation from family or friends.
The people at the Northern Lights Lutheran Parish wish to offer a very special holiday service for
those who may find the holidays difficult to endure. If you have gone through a difficult time—
no matter what it is—we care about you and invite you to a special time of music and worship,
where we can all walk together with those truly experiencing their Longest Night.
Refreshments and fellowship will follow the worship service.

Christmas Eve Candlelight worship Services
First Lutheran Church of Winona
Candlelight Service at 5:00 p.m.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Mass City
Candlelight Service at 7:00 p.m.

Siloa Lutheran Church of Ontonagon
Candlelight Service at 9:00 p.m.

~From the Bishop
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing.
When I read this in Matthew, I think back to a song that was popular
a few years ago. It had a sort of Jamaican beat, and the singer sang
over and over again, “Don’t Worry, be Happy.” And whenever I
heard it, I thought of palm trees and the blue ocean, and drinking
something cool and fruity on a white sandy beach. This song speaks
about worry as if we can just turn it off, check out from life, distance
ourselves from all our cares and concerns and feelings and live as if
life didn’t matter.
At Thanksgiving, we give thanks, because life does matter. The cares
and concerns and feelings we have speak to how invested we are in
living a life that matters. As we eat too much pie and turkey, we give
thanks that we do not have to worry about what we shall eat or what
we shall wear. We give thanks that life is more than food and
clothing. We give thanks, that as much as God is involved in creation
and feeding the birds of the air, making the lilies beautiful, causing
grass and grain to grow, much as God is involved in all that is around
us, we give thanks at how much more is God involved with that which
is even more precious. As people of faith we take time to thank God
for how much more God cares for you, provides for you, and gives
you what you need the most.
Jesus says do not worry or be anxious, because Jesus knows how easy
it is for us to get bogged down in the details. Of course food and
clothing matter, but they only really matter if you don’t have any. I
read the other day, about two Christian congregations. One is here in
the U.S., and one is in Malawi. The congregation in the U.S. sent
some folks over to Malawi for a visit and they saw first hand how the
people struggled. The country was in the grip of a severe famine.
People were barely surviving on what little they had, and yet worship
was a priority, and the church in Malawi was full to busting on
Sunday mornings. After the visiting group returned home, they continued communicating with this congregation in Malawi, and along
with gifts of support, they sent a letter commending the congregation
for their lively and thriving faith in the midst of such hardship. And
they asked the question, “How is it that you have faith when you
have so little?” And the people of the church in Malawi, sent back a
letter of thanks, and their own question, “How is it that you have
faith when you have so much?”
The congregation in the U.S. wondered how it was that the people
from Malawi were not driven to despair. The people from the church
in Malawi wondered how it is that having our basic needs met and
then some, doesn’t lead us to trust in ourselves rather than God. It is
a good question. It is easy to take what we have for granted. Having
the food and clothing and shelter we need frees us to focus on what
kind of food, clothing and shelter we want. And this can easily
distract us from what really matters.

The people of the church in Malawi know first hand about faith
born of desperation. But they are not alone in this. We know
too that often it is out of need and desperation that we seek
God. So often, it is a crisis that brings us to our knees. So often
it takes an emptiness that we cannot name, or when life spins
beyond our reach and we don’t know what else to do but pray.
So often, faith comes when trust in God is all you have to go on.
We are blessed when despair leads to hope in God. We are
blessed when crisis brings us new understanding of God in our
lives.
While there may be times when we come to God in desperation,
how nice it is to come to God in praise and thankfulness for the
many blessings we enjoy.
At Thanksgiving and every time we worship, we gather to offer
thanks to God, not just for food and clothing but also for the life
we have that is so much more than food and clothing. We thank
God for the wonderful gift of people we love and the blessing of
people who love us. We thank God for all that God has made us
to be and everything God calls us to become. But most of all, we
thank God for giving us what we need the most, the saving
power of Jesus the Christ.

Yours in Christ,

Bishop Katherine Finegan
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