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I don’t know about you, but to me, what we’re about to experience in the next couple of weeks has to be the church
equivalent of a roller-coaster. Very shortly, we’ll be ending the thoughtful and contemplative activities of Lent and
climbing into the upbeat celebration and cheering of Palm Sunday. We will be at the height of Joy as we celebrate
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. The problem is, we know it isn’t going to last.
Only days later we will gather together and celebrate the Lord’s supper, becoming in many ways a part of that
gathering in the upper room so long ago. There we will learn and begin to understand what it means to serve others.
And while all of this is important, we know that this night will end on a somber note—so much for the high point of
Palm Sunday.
But it’s not over yet. Just when you think things can’t get any lower, our roller coaster takes a stomach tightening fall
into Good Friday. We know what’s going to happen, but we can’t look away. We feel the thick darkness that falls
around us and hear in our mind’s the rumble of thunder, the tearing of the curtain in the temple, the mournful cries of
those gathered around the cross, the grinding of the stone as the tomb is closed. We’ve reached the bottom. Now
where? The tracks on our roller-coaster seem to end there at that stone door covering the tomb. And while that’s a
little startling, what’s more startling is that the roller coaster of our own lives also ends in a doorway; and as much as
we may not like to talk about it, that doorway is death.
In some ways, Good Friday puts that very same doorway in front of us and challenges us to consider what it will
mean to enter that doorway ourselves. But we will not do this alone; Jesus will be with us. He’s been there himself
and knows the way, there and back again. He moves us from a Thursday of fear at what comes next to a Friday and
Saturday of death and disillusionment to a Sunday of victory. And it is through his door that we will also find our
way into that same victory.
And so for those who have been made new in the waters of baptism; who have been given the promise of new life in
Christ Jesus, that doorway is not an end, but the beginning of something new.
Jesus said of himself, “I am the door; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find
pasture” (John 10:9)—all of the Easter stories tell us this. And through the doorway of Christ we will begin to climb
upward again, back into the light. Yet as fun as this roller-coaster analogy has been, sometimes when we hit bottom,
we don’t know how to get back up again; instead of a doorway, we see a wall and we tend to hit it pretty hard.
That first Easter morning, in the garden, among the tombs, Mary was looking for Jesus’ dead body to anoint, but only
found and empty tomb (John 20). And even though two angels spoke to her, she is so upset she misses them. In many
ways, she has hit bottom and can’t find how to get back up again; she’s hit a wall and can’t find the doorway. She
keeps talking about her “Lord” and that he had been taken away. It took Jesus coming to her and calling her by name
before she recognized what had happened and she found the doorway back to the light.
We will have our Thursdays, our Fridays and our Saturdays. Days that are dark and days that are lost. In those days
when we hit the wall and can’t find the door out, do as Mary did. Keep calling Jesus “Lord.” Keep calling and keep
looking for him. Because if you keep calling him Lord, he will call you by name. And when he does, you will turn
and find the door to an eternity of Sundays.

ST. PAUL’S & FIRST ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************

St. Paul’s Council Meeting
April 4

Community Meal at St.
Paul’s
Monday, April 17

Join us at St. Paul’s on the third
Monday of every month, for a
Thank You
Thank you to St. Paul’s for letting the
delicious meal! It is a wonderful, fun,
Ontonagon County Historical Society hold opportunity to be with family & friends, to meet new
their March 2017 dinner meeting in the
friends, and to visit with others.
fellowship hall.

******************************************

Many of the 45 attendees hadn’t seen the
inside of St. Paul’s and were very impressed
with the surroundings and signs of activity.
We hope to have another dinner meeting
here at some future date.
It was also a good way to introduce Pastor
Jay to more folks in the community and to
remind more people in the area about the
Community Meal.
On behalf of the OCHS Board, thank you
again.
Ken Raisanen, OCHS Board Member

Simple Gifts
Each Sunday, coins that are placed in the St.
Paul’s offering plate will be set aside to help
the needy in our communities. Please
consider placing any loose change into the
collection plate. It may be greatly appreciated
by someone living close to you.

If you would like to donate
Easter lily's, or other spring
flowers for the altar at St.
Paul’s, please have them to the
church by April 14. Thank you!
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
Turn Green

by donating used cartridges
(Inkjet & Laser jet) for

RECYCLING

Items can be dropped off at the OASD office,
the Ontonagon Township Library, The Ontonagon Herald, & the Greenland Township
Offices.
Pick -up can be arranged by calling,
813-0614, Ext 109, or contact Ken at
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us

JOIN THE GREEN WAVE TODAY
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon Area
Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5, Your Sound
Choice in Ontonagon Country.
As of December 2016, we will no longer have an
outlet to recycle cell phones, we are working on it!

The meal is served from
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s will be
having an Easter
Fellowship
Breakfast before
services on Easter
Sunday. There
will be more
information to
follow in the weekly
bulletin.

Eat In or Take Out
There is no charge & everyone is welcome!
St. Paul’s would like to say a special thank you to Marcia
Pietila for all her kindness and for the many thoughtful
things that she does for us. Marcia does all our flower
arrangements for our tables for each season, she donates
needed items, and is a member of our quilting group,
these are just a few, among the many other, kind &
thoughtful things that she does.
Thank you Marcia, for everything that you do!

Quilting at St. Paul’s
Please join us for quilting every
Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.
It does not matter if you
are a beginner or an
expert, we will gladly
get you started and
there are many jobs to
do in putting a quilt together. We
share a lunch together, so if you
wish, bring a dish to pass.

Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish

is a member of the
Congregations of the Northern
Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
or ELCA Website:
www.elca.org

St. Paul’s would like to welcome,
Thank you!
$156.00 was
raised during
our March
Malaria Net
gathering. Please
join us at St.
Paul’s for our
next gathering,
on April 2,
following services.

Arianna Grace Myllylahti, who was
baptized on January 29. Arianna is
the daughter of Deanna Coffey and
John Myllylahti.
Her sponsors are
Michele Cronkright &
Kevin Majurin
And
Stewart John
Schmitt III, baptized
on March 5. Stewart
(Tres) is the son of Stewart (John)
Schmitt II and Jennifer Gagnon.
His sponsors are Rick & Becky
McKay.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

* Lenten Services
will begin at 6:00
p.m. with a soup
supper.
Services to follow
at 7:00 p.m.
2

Sat

3

5

4

St. Paul’s

6
St. Paul’s:
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 300 p.m.

St. Paul’s
Council
Meeting

10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Quilting—10:00 a.m.
SPRING BREAK
NO WEDNESDAY
BIBLE
ADVENTURES

Malaria Net

St. Paul’s
Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—Noon

7

8

On this date in
1949, Rodgers

and
Hammerstein
debut their hit
musical
"South
Pacific" on
Broadway

*Lenten Services @
Siloa in Ontonagon

10

9

11

12

St. Paul’s
St. Paul’s:

10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

St. Paul’s:

Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Quilting
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible
Adventures
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Passover
16 St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

17

18

St. Paul’s:
Community Meal
at St. Paul’s.
Serving from 3:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

19

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Quilting
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible
Adventures
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

13

St. Paul’s
Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—Noon

Parish Wide
Services at Siloa
7:00 p.m.
20

14

Parish Wide
Services at St.
Paul’s
7:00 p.m.
21

St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

30

St. Paul’s
10:30 a.m.
Communion
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

24

25

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours
11:30 – 2:00
p.m.

26

St. Paul’s:
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Quilting
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible
Adventures
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s
Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—Noon

27

St. Paul’s
Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—Noon

22
On this date in
1978, the Blues
Brothers made
their world
premier on
Saturday Night
Live.

Happy Easter
Easter
Fellowship 9:30
23

15

28
On this date in
1956, World
Heavyweight
Champion,
Rocky
Marciano
retires.

29

SILOA ANNOUNCEMENTS
SILOA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

Our busy days continue in April with Lent and Holy Week. The
“Lutherdist” services and program are not just entertaining, the drama is
packed with information and thought-provoking material that you may
have never considered before. The final gathering will be at Siloa with
the congregation providing the simple soup supper. Hope the whole
Parish will be there.
The Maundy Thursday service will be held at Siloa and Good
Friday at St. Paul’s. There will be no supper before these services.
The April meeting off the Siloa Church Women will be on
Thursday, April 6th, at 6:00 PM. Luther’s Small Catechism will take us
through Holy Baptism and its meaning.
The Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELCA),
Cluster 2, will meet on Saturday, April 22nd, at Mission United in Pelkie.
Registration begins at 9:00 AM. The gathering ends with lunch about
noon. Pastor Julie Belew will be joining us to lead the Bible Study and
celebrate Holy Communion. This is for ALL of the women of our Parish.
I have room in my car for three people besides myself. Let’s try to fill
their church! - - Ellie
Radio Broadcast Y101.1
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Would you like to sponsor a
Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30.00 and you can
mail your check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which
you would like to sponsor the
broadcast and indicate one of the
following: In Memory of (name), In
Honor of (name), or any other appropriate request. If you have any
questions, please call the Siloa
office at 906-884-2655.

The following Sundays are
still available for radio
sponsorship:
April: 2, 16, 30
May: 21, 28
June: 4, 11, 18, 25
July: 2, 9, 16, 23 30

When it comes to eating
chocolate bunnies, the ears
are preferred to be eaten first,
76% say that's where they
take their first mouthful,
followed by 5% who eat the
feet first, and 4% who
eat the tail first.

SING, WORLD SING!
Now in chilly places
Where the snow had been,
Wood and field and hollow,
Easter flowers begin.
Now a bud is opened,
Now a leaf uncurled;
Spring is in the sweet wind
Walking down the world.
Snowdrops in the garden,
Violets on the hills,
Cowslips in the meadow,
Dancing daffodils
Seem to lift their faces,
Softly whispering,
“Easter’s nearly here, now Sing, world, sing!”
--Nancy Byrd Turner

Mondays & Tuesdays:
Church Office Hours:
12:00 to 4:00 pm

Mondays:
Bible Study 12:00 at Siloa House

Saturdays:
Boy Scout Troop 209
7:00 p.m.

******************************
Thursday - April 6
Women’s Group

Thursday - April 6 & 20
North Country Quilters

Wednesday - April 19
Council Meeting—5:30 p.m.

Monday - April 17
Prayer Shawl - 1:00 p.m.
The Prayer Shawl Knitters meet in the
Siloa Church basement on the third
Monday of every month.
If you would like to join us, please stop
in and we will gladly get you started.
Everyone is always welcome!
If you of know of someone who is in need
of comfort from illness, loneliness, who is
grieving, or of someone who is or will be
celebrating a new life or other wonderful
event, please contact Verna at 884-4294
or Lori at 884-2513. This ministry is
open to both men & women, beginner or
expert.

Siloa Lutheran Church Council
President - Frank Wardynski - 884-4160
Vice President - Kathy Pattison - 884-4795
Secretary - Mary Roehm - 884-4500
Treasurer - Karen Flink - 391-0157
Financial Secretary - Ellie Burgess - 884-4275

Parish Representatives
Bruce Johanson - 884-6886
Margaret Byrnes - 884-2523
Lynn Sorensen - 884-2894
Lori Hartzell - 884-2513

Siloa—April 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thurs

Friday

Saturday

1

*Lenten
services will
begin at 6:00
p.m. with a soup
supper.
Services will
follow at 7:00

Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

p.m.

2

4

3
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

9

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

16

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon

23

11

10
Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.
30

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay

Radio
Broadcast
Y101 - 9:00 a.m.

6

North
Country
Quilters

On this date in
1976
American
billionaire
Howard Hughes
dies at
the age of 70.

7

14
Parish Wide
Good Friday
Services at
St. Paul’s
7:00 p.m.

15

21

22

Passover

Community Meal at
St. Paul’s
Serving 3:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m.

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

19

20

Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Church Council
Meeting
5:30

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

26

27

On this date in 1785,
American artist and
naturalist John J.
Audubon was born
in Haiti.
He died in 1851

Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

North
Country
Quilters

The Daniel Plan
6:00 p.m.
Siloa House
(Contact Jeannie
Manning for more
information)

25
Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon

Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

Parish Wide
Services at
Siloa
7:00 p.m.

Bible Study
Siloa House
At Noon
Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

9

Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

Women’s
Group
6:00 p.m.

13

12

18

17

*Lenten Service
@ Siloa in
Ontonagon

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

24
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jay
Welshonse

Church Office
Hours
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Church Office
Hours:
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl
1:00

Happy Easter

5

28

29
Boy Scout
Troop
209
7:00 p.m.

"Christ the Lord is risen to-day," Sons of
men and angels say. Raise your joys and
triumphs high;
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply."
--Charles Wesley

Please remember in your prayers:

Paul Saari, Norm Durham, Dan Rellis,
Donna Wesander, Kay Pasanen, Billy
Piirala, Laurie Hiltunen, Sandy Michie,
Tanya Flink, Spero Behr, Nicholas
Derenzo, Irving Olson, Phyllis Koivu, Rita Saari, Barb
Anttila, Jackie Dobbins, Ronald Saari, Ron & Sally
Moilanen, Tina Huotari, Carl & Phyllis Weisinger,
William Rantala, Sharon Nies, John Buzzo, Janice Behr,
Lloyd Taeger, Pat Doyle, Rose Herter, Elvie Mannikko,
Scott Daniels, Jean Holmes, John Niska, Pastor Cherrie
Sporleder, Bonnie Buchanan, Sigrid Bonnetti, Don
Olson, Bishop Thomas Skrenes, Andrew Zahn, Jessica
Anttila, George Brookins, Sharon Rennie, Julie Kolpack,
Marilyn Hokkanen, & Karen Flink

Please Remember the Families of: Gail Immonen,
& Bernie Seid

Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care:

Marie Broemer, Victoria Beck, Beatrice Miilu, Edna
Trasti, June Tredeau, & Evelyn Mattson

Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin
Bayside Village - L’Anse: Ray Luoma
Adult Foster Care-Lake Linden: Shirley Lescelius
Home Bound: Ruth McFarlane & Robert Store
Houghton County Medical Care: Elsa Robb
In the Service:

Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, Nate
Hardin, David Riley, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty,
Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey Riley, Jake
Warner, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen,
Devin Pindral, Stephanie Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen,
Garrett Hartzell, Acyee McCraw, J.J. McCraw, Stephanie
Welshonse, and their families.
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If there is someone who needs to be on the prayer list, or someone
who is, thankfully, doing well and now and may be removed,
please let Karen or Pattie know.
Please remember to check the military listings also. Thank you.

APRIL

Birthdays and Anniversary's*

1. Joy Ibsen
Wally Tahtinen
3. Mike Pihlaja
Wayne “Kaki” Niemi
4. Hillary Stites
Elizabeth Raisanen
Frank Wardynski
8. Ted Raisanen
9. Kenny Roberts
10. Sylvia Lehto
Ken & Colleen Saari*
11. Rachelle Merritt
12. Landon Kin
15. Rhonda Niemi Judge
Phyllis Dahl
17. Shaylee Ann Waltanen
Darlene Sibilisky
Jack & Sandy Sipola*
18. Tim Marczak, Jr.
20. Christine Raisanen
21. Mary Ann Rogers
22. Bob Ekonen
Julie Belew LLM
23. Heather Aho
26. Dick Keranen
Rebekah Schmidt
27. Dorothy Johnson
28. Marcy Roberts
Bailey Aho
29. Daniel Raisanen
Bruce Johanson
Carl Sorvari

Please Let Us Know…...
If you, or a loved one is sick, in
the hospital, homebound, or are
in need of pastoral care, please
don’t hesitate to let us know, and do not
assume that someone else has already told us.
Please call the Siloa or St. Paul’s offices, (leave
a message if there is no answer), contact a
church member, Pastor Jay, send an email, or
leave a note in the offering plate.
All of you are precious gifts of God and we do
not want anyone to be unintentionally missed.
Contact information and telephone numbers
are located on the front of this newsletter.

Parish Wide Services
Maundy Thursday
April 13 - 7:00 p.m.
Siloa in Ontonagon

Good Friday

April 14 - 7:00 p.m.
St. Paul’s in Mass City

Lenten Services for April
The April 5, Lenten Service
will be held at Siloa in
Ontonagon. Soup supper will
begin at 6:00 p.m. with services
to follow at 7:00 p.m.
THE DANIEL PLAN---Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus,
Friends

Thank you

to all who attended the March Community Meal at
St. Paul’s, and especially to those of you who were willing to fill
out the questionnaire. (If you missed this chance, you will have
another opportunity to complete one in April.)
Portage Health Foundation (PHF) is interested
in knowing what your current thoughts are
regarding nutrition, and we will be repeating
a similar questionnaire later in the year to see
if, perhaps, anything has changed. You may
have already noticed some subtle improvements to our menu. There have been both
“invisible” adjustments to the recipes to make
them better for you, and the more visible
additions of more fruits, vegetables, and
healthy proteins at the “back table” for you to take home.
We are thankful for the support of PHF, but even more for the
support of all who contribute to the meals in any way --by sharing
their own resources and blessings, by helping with buying,
cooking, and serving the meal, and by attending and adding your
presence to the fellowship.

We are truly blessed!
P.S. The March “secret” was the use of pumpkin instead of
oil and eggs in those yummy chocolate muffins!
Penny continues to work her magic!

Just a sample of what is on our “back table” each month
for our diners to take home with them after their meal.

How is your energy level? How do you feel most days?
How is your weight? What do you notice about your face,
shoulders, arms, abs and legs? How does your present
fitness level impact your faith, food choices, focus, family,
work, ministry-and life in general?
I am going to be starting The Daniel Plan on April 18, 6:00
pm at the Siloa House. I am tired of my choices and my
body and I pray that some of you will join me on my
journey. It is time to respect the temple God has given to
me. (I don’t think this a practice one) Living the Daniel
Plan lifestyle is not a magic pill, a quick fix, or an instant
formula but one of grace and peace-a way of living that
honors God and breathes new life into your body, mind and
spirit. Faith is the foundation of the D.P. and learning to
rely on God’s power is the key to lasting change.
The Daniel Plan principle: Take junk food out and let
abundance in.
The Daniel Plan philosophy: If it was grown on a plant eat
it. If it was made in a plant leave it on the shelf.
The D.P. was not designed as a weight loss program, but
designed to cut cravings, satisfy appetite and teach you to
listen to your body. It focuses on healthy carbs, healthy
fats, healthy spices and drinks. 50% non-starchy veggies,
25% healthy animal or veggie proteins, 25% healthy starch
or whole grains, low-glycerin fruit, water and herbal teas.
The book says, and I hope it is true, that in a few weeks
you can have a weight loss of 5-10 pounds, better digestion
and elimination, fewer symptoms of chronic illness, improved concentration, mental focus and clarity, improved
mood, increased sense of internal balance, increased energy and sense of well-being, less congestion and fewer allergic symptoms, less fluid retention, less joint pain, increased
sense of peace and relaxation, enhanced sleep, improved
skin. It also says that your taste buds will wake up to the
wonderful taste of real food, you won’t feel deprived and
your daily cravings will go away.
I will never know if I don’t try. Faith, food, fitness, focus
and friends sounds like a pretty good combination. If you
would like to join me on this journey, please call me at 884
-2347 or email me at jeanniem@jamadots.com. so I know
how many to plan for. If you do not feel so inclined ,
please keep me and whomever else does The Daniel Plan
in your prayers.
Jeannie Manning

Greetings Fellow Members of the NLLP,

April 1, 2017

The Northern Lights Lutheran Parish Board met for the first time in 2017 on Tuesday February
21. Representatives and officers for the upcoming year are as follows:
St. Paul’s Reps. - Deb Kaikko, Ken Raisanen (Parish Board President)
Siloa Reps. - Bruce Johanson, Nancy Adams
First Lutheran Reps. - Ken Saari, Jack Sipola (Parish Board Vice President)
Secretary - Treasurer - Pattie Corey
The Lenten schedule was discussed - in that we will be well into the season by the time you read
this, it will not be repeated here. Plans for Easter services were still being considered at the
time of this meeting.
Parish-wide events beyond the Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday window will include a service luncheon at St. Paul’s on or near Memorial Day, the annual Parish-wide summer service at First will
be sometime in July, and the Parish Festival to be held at Siloa in the fall, perhaps in combination
with our observance of the 500th Anniversary of The Reformation.
In answer to Bruce J’s question, “What exactly is the difference between a Parish-wide event and
the Parish Festival?”, let me offer this explanation: In the old Three Point Parish days of St.
Paul’s, First, and Wainola, the two smaller churches met on either the first and third Sunday of
the month or the second and fourth Sunday of the month. If there was a fifth Sunday in the
month, the three churches would gather at St. Paul’s for one Parish-wide service, usually
combined with a fellowship afterwards. In those days, the Parish Festival was rotated between
the three churches and held as an annual event to allow the three churches to gather together
for worship and share a meal provided by the host church. It was usually scheduled to coincide
with one of the fifth Sunday services.
In our current parish configuration, we try to have 3 to 4 Parish-wide events per year so the big
wing- ding that was the Parish Festival of the past has lost a little of its uniqueness. Today, each
church gets at least one opportunity to host a PW service and meal per year with other special
events being rotated between the churches as they come up.
So in answer to Bruce’s question, I guess the term “Parish Festival” is a hold over from another
time. It is a nod to a piece of St. Paul’s history that has been with us as long as any of our oldest
church members can remember. It is a term that reminds us where we come from. With that
said, it does give us another excuse to gather as one to worship and share a meal of fellowship.
The board also discussed the lack of a response from Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp about the
transit van that the parish donated to them last fall. I e-mailed the camp to find out if there had
been some problem with it and Pastor Polzien (the camp director) responded with some
embarrassment that they indeed value the donation and were somewhat chagrined that their
response had fallen through the cracks and not been sent (yet). Included with this newsletter is
a copy of the letter we recently received from FLLC about this donation.
The Vacation Bible School at St Paul’s has been confirmed for the week of June 19 to June 23.
More information and sign up opportunities (to help out) will be sent out early in May so everyone
will have time to plan their calendars accordingly. As with past years, there will be a team from
Fortune Lake staying in the parish to run the day camp during the four and a half days. Groups or
individuals will be asked to provide them with evening meals during the week. Half day time slots
for people to help act as hosts at the church (mostly directing traffic when the kids transition
from activities to snacks and lunch) will also be needed. This is an ecumenical - community VBS so
all are welcome. In 2016, we hosted approximately 38 campers per day - all at no cost to the
campers.
Siloa is again investigating joining the VBS that will take place at (Ontonagon) St. Paul’s sometime
during the summer. More info on this when it becomes available.
It is too long to make the long story short, so I will close by reminding one and all that there are
always opportunities for us to serve our youth and our congregations. Come and help us plant the
seeds that will sprout and become the church of the future.
The next NLLP Board Meeting will be held at St. Paul’s at 7 pm, May 9, 2017.
God’s Blessings to you all in this new year.
Ken Raisanen, NLLP Board President

The 2017 Fortune Lake
Summer Brochures are
now located in the
narthex at St. Paul’s.
These brochures explain
the programs, prices, registration procedures and other
information about Fortune Lake. You can also go to
fortunelake.org for more information.
If you wish to register, you may do so online or by mail.
All payment is due in full by June 1st in order to reserve
your camper’s spot. Any registrations submitted after
June 1, must be paid in full at time of registration. There
are many discounts, such as early bird registration, online
discount, sibling discounts, etc. Be sure to visit their
website for more information.
Is addition Fortune lake Lutheran Camp has changed how it
needs to be notified of camp scholarships and when those
scholarships are to be paid. Please be sure to check on
this!
If you need further information,
please call them at 906-214-2267
or email them at
officemanager@fortunelake.org. If
you would like a brochure, please
stop in at St. Paul’s and pick one up.

VBS is Coming Soon !
The ecumenical Christian Educational
program offered in partnership with
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp in Crystal
Falls, MI has been set for June 19th
through the 23rd at St. Paul’s in Mass
City.
This day camp is for ages K-6th grade,
but if you are older and wish to help out
with crafts, organization, or whatever
the Fortune Lake Camp team needs,
then please let us know. Last year we
hosted an average of 38 campers so all
help is welcome!
Letters and registrations will be sent out
sometime in May. Watch for them!

Last year, Northern Lights Parish purchased a used bus from OnTran, but after consideration, it was
decided that this was not something that we wanted due to insurance issues, maintenance issues, etc.
Therefore it was decided that NLLP would donate the bus to Fortune Lake. Following is their thank
you letter to the Northern Lights Parish.
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