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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER 
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and First Lutheran are members of the  

Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America” 
 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me (Matthew 25:35c) 
Imagine if you will for a moment that you’ve arrived at church for Sunday service and as 
you’re walking toward the door, you see someone you don’t know.  What do you do?  Do you 
greet them warmly? Stare at them coldly?  Or just quickly walk in the door without saying    
anything and hoping they don’t try to engage you in any type of conversation? 
 
Or what about this scenario; you’re in the door, you’ve said hello to the greeter and picked up a 
copy of the bulletin and head over to your normal spot only to find that there’s someone else 
already sitting there.  Someone you don’t know.  A stranger!  What do you do now?  Greet 
them warmly and welcome them, maybe ask them if they have any questions about the service?   
Do you stare at them and then walk off in a huff and go sit somewhere else?  Or do you simply 
tell them that they need to move because that’s your spot?  What if that person is wearing jeans 
and a sweatshirt that have seen better days?  Or has pink hair? Or tattoos?  Or all of it?  What if 
that person has a companion animal? 
 
How we treat those who are strangers to us can tell someone a lot about not only who we are as 
a congregation, but who we are as children of God.  What do we do to make people feel      
welcome among us? Is there something more that we can do?  Whether that stranger is     
someone who is visiting on their way through town, new to the area and looking for a place to 
feel welcome or not so new and simply needing to connect or even reconnect with a loving 
God, their first impression begins even before they walk in the door. 
 
And before you get too worried about where this is going, I can assure you that even in the 

short time that I’ve been here I haven’t seen any signs that our congregations are any type of an 

exclusive club that requires proof of family association going back at least three generations 

before we acknowledge your presence.  But even the most welcoming congregation should 

look at what they do for those new faces and even those faces we haven’t seen in a while to let 

them know that they are welcome and a loved child of God.  Whether that means simply saying 

hello, explaining something in the bulletin or making sure someone knows how to get to the 

restroom.  And even if they are simply passing through, they need to feel that they are welcome 

back the next time they’re passing through.  We need to remember that it is through our hands, 

our smiles and our words that we not only welcome people to join us in worship, but welcome 

into God’s love. 

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ (Matthew 25:40) 



JUDGE NOT 
 

I was shocked, confused, bewildered 

As I entered Heaven’s door, not by the beauty of it all, 

nor the lights, or its décor. 

But it was the folks in Heaven 

Who made me sputter and gasp - - - 

the thieves, the liars, the sinners, and the trash. 

There stood the kid from seventh grade 

who swiped my lunch money twice. 

Next to him was my old neighbor, 

who never said anything nice. 

Dan, who I always thought, was rotting away “down there”, 

was sitting pretty on cloud nine, 

looking incredibly swell. 

I nudged Jesus, “What’s the deal?   

I would love to hear Your take. 

How’d all these sinners get up 

here?   

God must’ve made a mistake.   

And why is everyone so quiet, so 

somber? 

Give me a clue.” 

“Hush child,” He said, “they’re all 

in shock. 

No one thought they’d be seeing 

you.” 

Judge Not 

The installation service for 
Pastor Jay will be April 3 at 
3:00 p.m. at Siloa Lutheran 

 in Ontonagon.  

VACATION  BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

 
VBS will be here soon.  
 Watch your mailbox for     

letters from Pastor Jay.  If 
you know of someone 
who has  never been to 

VBS, please let us know 
or ask them to come 

along with you! 

Children seldom misquote you.  In fact, they usually repeat word for word something that you shouldn’t have said. 

We would love to hear from you.  If you have something that 
you would like to be a part of the Silver Trumpet,  please let 
us know. If you have something that you would like to        
contribute, send it along by email, letter, or give us a call.  
Contact info is located on the front of the newsletter.  

PIE SOCIAL & BAKE SALE AT SILOA  
 

Saturday, April 23rd 
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
If you need     

further             
information, 

please call Siloa at  
906-884-2655 



Back Row - Sandy Uotila - Teacher, Shayna Stites, Violet Amos, Kayle Kaarto, Carson Uotila, Sandra Weisinger, Pattie Corey - Aide 
Front Row -  Chris Raisanen - Teacher, Hailee Kin, Niko Amos, Kylee Uotila, Summer Stites, Kylie Saari, Allie Saari, Aliee Kaarto 

Missing: Ava Negro & Timmy Kin 

Wednesday Bible Adventures Program for Palm Sunday 

The Wednesday Bible Adventures class presented a handbell presentation on Palm 

Sunday at St. Paul’s. 

 
The children had been working with Marjorie Amos during classes so that they 

were able to play hymns such as Jesus Loves Me, This Little Light of Mine, & Holy, 

Holy, Holy while Marjorie played along on the accordion.  The children also sang 

May the Lord Bless & Keep You  along with Marjorie as the sending blessing.     

The class sang the “Batman” Grace at the end of services before heading to the      

fellowship hall for treats of cupcakes, punch, and coffee.  

 

The Wednesday Bible Adventures class would like to say a great 

big THANK YOU to Marjorie for her kindness, her patience, and 

for the fun.  We very much enjoyed our time with you.   



DEADLINE  
The deadline for  
the May issue of              

The Silver Trumpet  
is April 25. Please 

email any news 
items to: 

nllp@jamadots.com,                      
or to                               

siloa@jamadots.com.  
 If you wish, you 

may call the church 
office at                

906-883-3602. 

“Souper” Community 
Kitchen  

Monday, April 18 
 

On the third Monday of 

every month, St. Paul’s 

hosts a wonderful meal 
and everyone is welcome. 

There is no cost, and the meal offers a 

variety of main dishes and there is always 
fresh bread and a dessert or two.  

** Eat In or Take Out.** 
   

The meal is served from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. so come and enjoy the company of  

your friends and neighbors! 
 

Helping hands are always welcome. If you 
would like further information  on how you 

can help,  contact Jim Michie at           
906-883-3612 

****************************************** 
  St. Paul’s Council Meeting 

     Tuesday, April 5,  
at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Northern Lights Parish Meeting 

Tuesday,  April 19 
7:00 p.m. at Siloa House 

 

****************************************** 

Simple Gifts 
Each Sunday, coins that are placed in the 

St. Paul’s offering plate will be set aside to 
help the needy in our communities.  So if 

you have any loose change, consider   
placing it in the offering plate and help 

out a neighbor or a friend.  
 

****************************************** 
First Lutheran of Winona will be 

closed until Spring.  Watch the Silver 
Trumpet for the re-opening date!                  

****************************************** 
If you wish to send Shirley Lescelius a 

note, her new address is:  
523 Front Street 

Lake Linden, MI  49945  
Her telephone number is:  

296-0367 
****************************************** 

 
A Rubik's Cube has 

43,000,000,000,000,000,000               
(43 quintillion) possible     

configurations.  

Northern Lights           
Lutheran  Parish 

is a member of the                      

Congregations of the     
Northern Great Lakes    

Synod of the  Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in     

America. 
Synod Web Address: 
www.nglsynod.org 
or ELCA Website: 

www.elca.org 

ST. PAUL’S & FIRST ANNOUNCMENTS - APRIL 2016 

QUILTING 
Join us on  

Wednesdays  for 
quilting.    

 Beginner or      
expert... all are   

welcome! 

You can iron, or 
cut fabric, or stop 

in to say hello! 
We meet at 10:00 

a.m. in the        
fellowship hall of 

St. Paul’s.  
We  also have 

lunch together, so 
if you 
wish, 

bring a 
dish to 
pass. 

Thank you, thank you very much. 
 Malaria Net 

 
$154.00 was raised during our March    

Malaria Net at St. Paul’s.   Also, during 
Lenten services held on February 24 and 

March 9, $403.00 was generously donated.  
Our next Malaria Net gathering at St. 

Paul’s will be April 10th.  

Pastor John West is currently in a nursing home 
near his son.  Drop him a line at:  

Pastor John West          
16348 Frazho 

Roseville, MI  48066 
 

His birthday is June 19. 

When the 
world says, 
"Give up," 

Hope       
whispers,   
"Try it one 

more time." 
 

        ~Author            
Unknown 

Thank you to those who donated  
Easter Lily’s for the alter at St. Paul’s 

 
Jim & Mary Michie - In Memory of Loved Ones 

Bob & Wendy Claus -  To the Glory of God 

David & Pattie Corey - In Honor of Family 

The Men’s Group—To the Glory of God 
 
A special thank you to the Men’s Group for the 

many lily’s  that they  donated and for the wonderful food at the 

Easter Morning breakfast.    

Got Mud? 



Please remember in your prayers: 
 Paul Saari,  Norm Durham, Mark Slocum, Earnest Johnson, 

Colleen & John Buzzo, Dan Rellis, Donna Wesander, Terry Reid, 

Florence Kangas, Rodney Flink, Jack Townsend,  Kay & Bill 

Pasanen, Billy Piirala, Will Maki, Laurie Hiltunen,  Caryl Miilu, 

Carrie McIntyre,  Robert Store, Sandy Michie, Tanya Flink, Elvie 

Mannikko, Spero Behr, Sharon McGeshick, Robert Anttila, 

Nicholas Derenzo, Irving Olson,  Lauren Vancura, Chris Tesch,  

Wink Pollard, Phyllis Koivu, & Wayne Moilanen 

 

Remember the Families of:  Tracy Huotari, Joan Nygard, Clyde Ross, & Karl Kin 
 
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: 
Marie Broemer, Victoria Beck,  Helen Lindstrom, Beatrice Miilu, Gail Immonen, Edna 

Trasti, & Carl Sovari 

Portage Pointe: Margaret Martin  

Lakeview Manor: Pauline Wesander 

Bayside Village - L’Anse:  Ray Luoma 

Adult Foster Care-Lake Linden: Shirley Lescelius 

Home Bound: Ruth McFarlane 

Houghton County Medical Care: Mary Lou Turin 
 
In the Service: 
David Riley, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine, Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Corey 

Riley, Jake Warner, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Jared Kemppainen, Devin Pindral, Stephanie 

Hirvela, Dennis Karttunen, Garrett Hartzell, Acyee McCraw, Sam Welch, J. J. McCraw, 

and their families. 
 

The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania. 
 

For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APRIL 
Birthdays and  
Anniversary's* 

 
  1.  Sandy Ricklard 
       Wally Tahtinen 
  3.  Mike Pihlaja 
       Wayne “Kaki” Niemi 
  4.  Hillary Stites 
       Elizabeth Raisanen 
  8.  Ted Raisanen 
  9.  Ken Roberts 
10.   Ken & Colleen Saari* 
       Sylvia Lehto 
11.   Rachelle Merritt 
12.   Landon Kin 
       Ricky McKay 
13.   Rhonda Niemi Judge 
15.  Phyllis Dahl 
17.   Shaylee Ann Waltanen 
       Darlene Sibilisky 
       Jack & Sandy Sipola* 
18.   Tim Marczak Jr. 
20.  Christine Raisanen 
21.   Mary Ann Rogers 
22.   Julie Belew 
       Bob Ekonen 
26.   Rebekah Schmidt 
28.   Marcy Roberts 
29.   Daniel Raisanen 
       Bruce Johanson 

Northern Lights Parish Board Members 

2016 

 
Representing First Lutheran: 

Jack Sipola—Vice President 
Ken Saari 

 
Representing Siloa: 

Bruce Johanson 
Nancy Adams 

 
Representing St. Paul’s: 
Ken Raisanen—President 

Debera Kaikko 

 
 

Secretary/Treasurer: Pattie Corey 
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Patriot’s day is celebrated on the third Monday 
of April and some people know little or nothing 
about it.  To the New Englanders though, it is a 
big day with the day off from work and school! 
 
 

 
 
Patriot’s Day commemorates the Battle of          
Lexington and Concord on April 18, 1775.  
This battle began the American Revolutionary 
War.  It also honors the “Midnight Ride of Paul 
Revere.” That was the evening when Paul   
Revere rode through the town warning the    
colonists that “the British are coming!”        
Actually, history states that  if he said anything, 
it was that “the Regulars” are coming, which 
was a term used to designate British soldiers. 
Nor did he probably shout it as there were   
soldiers everywhere that would have been 
alerted by his shouting.  

Lauren Vancura, our daughter, 
and I would like to say thank 
you for your thoughts and 
prayers during her recovery 
after surgery.  Her procedure 
was successful and she is on 
the mend.  I would also like to 
say Thanks for all the warm 
welcome backs, I greatly     
appreciated them.                              
Blessings,  
 
 





Mondays & Tuesdays: 
Church Office Hours:  

12:00 to 4:00 pm 
 

Mondays: 
Bible Study 12:00 at Siloa House 

 
Saturdays: 

Boy Scout Troop 209 

7:00 p.m.  
****************************** 

Thursday -  April 14 
Women’s Group -  6:00 p.m.  
Thursday -  April 7 & 21 

North Country Quilters  
Wednesday - April 20 

Council Meeting—5:30 p.m.  
Monday -  April 17 

Prayer Shawl -  1:00 p.m. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Knitters meet the 
third Monday of every month in the 

Siloa Church basement at 1:00.  If 
you are new, we would be happy to 
help you get started.  

We give shawls to those who are ill, 
grieving, celebrating births, etc.  So if 

you know of someone who is         
welcoming a new life or is in need of 
comfort, please contact Verna at   

884-4294 or Lori at 884-2513.  This 
ministry is open to both men &   

women. 
 

We look forward to meeting you! 
 

*********************************** 
 
 

Plowing 
Schedule 

March 28 to 

April 3: Bob 
Pattison 

 

If you have any items that 
you would like to be in The 
Silver Trumpet, let Karen or 
Pattie know. Please email 

any items to:                                   
nllp@jamadots.com,                                                                   
siloa@jamadots.com                                                                       

or call the St. Paul’s office at  
906-883-3602 or  the Siloa  

office at  906-884-2655 

SILOA                              

ANNOUNCMENTS 
APRIL 2016 

Happy Easter! 

The women are reading through All the Women in the Bible and 
should be finished by the end of the school year.  We have been 
taking turns reading aloud and discussing what we have read. 
 
We worked on our plans for the rest of the time before our summer 
break at the March meeting of the Siloa Church Women.    
Pastor Jay Welshonse will be installed as the pastor of the     
Northern Lights Parish at 3:00 pm, on Sunday, April 3rd, at Siloa.  
The morning  services will be held, as usual.  A dinner will follow 
the service.  Marcy is in charge, so call her with any questions at     
884-4562.  Family and friends of Pastor Jay and Diana, as well as 
Assistant Bishop Katherine Finnegan, will be with us.   
 
A Pie Social and Bake Sale is planned for Saturday, April 23rd, at 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  We made job assignments and are very 
hopeful for a good turnout. 
 
On Thursday, May 12th, our group has volunteered to host the 
Open Circle soup supper.  Again, Marcy is in charge of the      
planning.  Because that happens on our regular meeting night, we 
have changed the date of our May meeting to Wednesday, the 
11th. 
 
Sunday, May 29th, has been chosen as the day to honor the high 
school graduates from  the Siloa Congregation.  We’ll celebrate 
with refreshments after the service. 
 
The annual Rummage Sale date has been set for June 10th & 11th.  
As you begin your  spring cleaning you may deposit your           
unwanted items in the back door entrance of the church or in the 
garage behind Siloa House.  We do not accept clothing or shoes, 
but can sell nearly anything else as long as it works. 
 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, April 14th, at 6:00 pm.  All 
women of the church are automatically members.  We would be 
happy to have anyone join us at any time.  Just come, bring a 
friend if you wish, and check it out. 
 
May the Fifty Days of Easter be a blessed time for all of you.  
Your sister in Christ, 
Ellie Burgess 

Radio Broadcast Y101.1 
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Would you like to sponsor a  Sunday    radio broadcast? If so, 
the cost is $30.00 and you can mail your check  to:  

Siloa Lutheran Church 
218 E. River Street 

Ontonagon, MI  49953 
 
Please include the date on which you would like to sponsor 
the broadcast and  indicate one of the  following: In Memory 
of (name), In Honor of (name), or any  other appropriate      
request.  If you have any questions, please call the Siloa office 
at  906-884-2655. 



Little Brothers Friends of  the Elderly is updating their volunteer applications.  To bet-
ter align your interests and skills to their volunteer opportunities, they are asking that 
you please complete the new volunteer application located on the following page.   
 
You can then mail it to them at the address listed on the    
application or you can find it on their website at:  

houghton.littlebrothers.org 
 

On Saturday, April 23, at the Shelden Grill in Houghton, 
Little Brothers will host their annual Spring Fundraiser 
called “With a Little Help from my Friends,” inspired by The 
Beatles. 
 
This rock retrospective will feature an evening of  dining, 
DJ, and dancing.  There will be tasty small plate dinners,  
silent auction, live auction, a rock and roll shop with Little 
Brothers apparel and much more. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church—Date ? 

 


