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THE SILVER TRUMPET NEWSLETTER
“St. Paul’s Lutheran, Siloa Lutheran, and
First Lutheran are members of the Northern
Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”

But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them,
as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As
it is, there are many members, yet one body.
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
(1 Corinthians 12:18-19, 27)
Have you ever gone outside on a clear night and just looked at the stars?
And I don’t mean looking at them in order to identify them, but simply
considered their number and took a moment to imagine the vastness of
space that holds them?
What about something a little closer; have you ever thought about people
and the fact that there are close to 7.8 billion people currently on earth.
And if you really want to get your head spinning about, consider that
since the beginning of time, there have been over 100 billion people
born. To give you a little bit better idea of this to write it out as a full
number it would be 100,000,000,000. That is a lot of people! And even
if you find yourself able to wrap you head around a number like that
consider that each one is, was and will be distinctly different human
beings created by our God.
So where do you fit in in all of this? In the midst of all those people,
where do you and I fit? If you start looking really close at the sheer
enormity of those numbers, you start to feel very small and insignificant
and may even begin to wonder, can we really be created to make a
difference in the world?
Back in 2004 an animated movie was released by the name of “The
Incredibles.” It’s about a family of super-heroes who have been forced to
hide their ‘special’ abilities. The primary villain in the movie is a
frustrated boy who dreamt about being ‘super.’ But he’s grown up and
now wants revenge on those unique individuals he thinks denied him his
dream. As part of his plan he has invented a number of things to give
him the powers he never had. But the true intent of all this comes as he
comments that when he’s old and has had his fun,
he’ll sell his inventions so that everyone can be a
Continued on next page
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superhero. Now that doesn’t necessarily sound so bad, but then he
finishes by saying, “*Everyone* can be super! And when everyone's
super......*no one* will be.”
Don’t we all feel like that at times? Not the super-criminal mentality, but
the thought that if everyone is special, everyone is unique, then no one is.
And if that’s how we see ourselves, then just how insignificant do we end
up feeling? And once we get there, it’s a very short trip to believing the
lie that one person in the midst of so many doesn’t have the power to
make an impact. And I say that this is a lie simply because of all the
books, movies and of course very real news stories about individuals who
made all the difference in some part of the world. Just imagine what
your own life would be like if it hadn’t been touched by a few key people
who made a difference; who opened your eyes, your heart, your mind
and either changed the direction of your life, or even affirmed the path
you were one. What would have happened if not for those special,
unique people?
God created each and every one of us to be unique and special people.
And as a part of that, God gave us unique and special gifts through the
Holy Spirit that have been . Those gifts have been a part of us from birth
and are an essential element of who we are. And if you are wondering
how it is these gifts are unique when there are SO many people; think
about the people you have known in your life. For example, let’s look at
the gift of teaching. Out of all the teachers you have known, how many
of them were exactly alike in form, method, technique? The gifts are
unique because the people who have been given them are unique.
This is what St. Paul was trying to get the Corinthians to understand in
his letter; perhaps some of them thought they were insignificant and
unable to change anything. But Paul knew differently and he wanted
them to see the amazing things that can happen when the many gifts of
the Spirit are a part of the very special and unique creations that all of
you—and the rest of humanity—truly are.
There may be a lot of us—and more are yet to come—but in the light of
God’s love, the idea of a cartoon villain that if everyone is special, then
nobody is, just rings hollow in the presence of the gospel. So what are
you waiting for? God is counting on you to use the gifts that have been
given to you. And if you don’t, who will? You are, after all, the only one
like you in all of creation.
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Coins for Outreach
Each Sunday Siloa
collects the loose
change and donates it to a
designated recipient.
Bible Study at Siloa House
has resumed. Join us for
lively discussions about
the Book of Ezekiel.
Watch this space for
announcements of future topics.
Mondays, 11am—1pm
Live Radio Broadcast on WUPY
101.1,
Sundays at 9am
Would you like to sponsor a
Sunday radio broadcast? If so,
the cost is $30 and you can mail
your check to:
Siloa Lutheran Church
218 E. River Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Please include the date on which you
would like to sponsor the broadcast and
indicate one of the following: In Memory
of (name), In Honor of (name), or any
other appropriate request. If you have
any questions, please call the Siloa
office at 906-884-2655.
Recent sponsors have included:
6/7—Violet Kyllonen in honor of Gunnard
Kyllonen’s 83rd birthday
6/14—Friends from Mission United in Pelkie
to the glory of God
6/21—Mel & Chris Carlson in honor of every
person working to keep us fed and healthy
6/28—Kay Ramsey in honor of three
generations of Hartzell men all born in the
end of June

SILOA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Siloa’s Church
Council will meet on
Monday,
July 12th at 4pm.

SILOA
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
WOMEN
The Siloa Women’s Group
will not meet until further
notice.
Prayer Shawl Knitters
have given out 318 prayer shawls!
They will not be meeting until
further notice.
Anyone who likes to knit or wants
to learn how—both women and
men—is welcome to join us. Our
ministry is open to all, beginner or
expert.
If you know of someone who is in
need of comfort or of someone
who is, or will be, celebrating a
new life or any other wonderful
event, please contact Lori at 8842513. You can also sign up for a
prayer shawl on the register found
in the rear pew of church; be sure
to date your request and provide
the reason/occasion for the shawl.
The North Country Quilters
meet every 1st, 3rd and 5th
Thursdays of each month in the
church basement.
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St. Paul’s
& First’s
Announcements
MALARIA NET
MINISTRY
Thank you for your
support at our recent
fellowships.
We have now raised a total of
$25,867 for malaria nets and
maternal/children’s health care in
eastern and coastal Tanzania.
Praise God!

COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST .
PAUL’S IN MASS CITY
has been suspended due to
Coronavius concerns.
Thanks for your support and
understanding.
Help WOAS - FM 88.5
Turn Green by donating used
cartridges (Inkjet & Laser jet) for
RECYCLING
Items can be dropped off at the
OASD office or the Ontonagon
Township Library.
Contact Ken to arrange for pickup
at 813-0614, Ext 113 or e-mail at

Our Thursday evening
ken@oasd.k12.mi.us
Bible Study is on
break for the summer.
JOIN THE GREEN WAVE
When we resume, we will
TODAY
continue our reading of the
Funds raised benefit the Ontonagon
Area Schools and WOAS-FM 88.5,
book of Romans which
Your Sound Choice in
encompasses all the essentials
Ontonagon Country.
of the Christian faith.
We no longer have an outlet to
recycle cell phones, but we are
working on it!

St. Paul’s Council
meets on Tuesday,
July 6th @7pm
Knitters &
Crocheters
will not meet again
until the fall. Be sure to keep
your eyes open for our return.

Quilters at St. Paul’s

have already resumed their
weekly gatherings in the
basement at St. Paul’s. If you
are interested in learning about
quilting, join the group and bring
a sack lunch.
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Submit prayer requests to
prayers@northernlights-up.org
or phone Pastor Jay or the Church office
Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Ed Fugenschuh, David Lee Saari, Tara Nance, Daniel Claus, Bob Claus,
Sonja Niemi, Mary Ellen Perkins, Edward Kangas, Dan Rellis, Jackie
Dobbins, Bonnie Buchanan, Isak Platzke, John Buzzo, Sharon Nies,
Ellen Smith, Randy Trasti, Joshua Sullivan, Elaine Laity, Janice
Ambrose, Sheryne Manning, Wanda Dishaw, Marta Ahola, Jim
Ninefeldt, Caryl Miilu, Lee Johnson, Scott Olson, Holly Makimaa, Vikki
James, Ron Store, Lauren VanCura and Ken Saari
Please Remember the Families of: Bill Anttila, Wayne Niemi, Sophia
Larson and Sigrid Bonnetti, Brian Killoran, Carol Walters, Martha
Parkin, Mike Kemppainen, Tanya Flink, Nancy Bennett, Ronald Lukkari
and Herb Johnson
In Longterm Care or Homebound
Ontonagon Aspirus Long Term Care: Jerry Hokkanen, and Robert &
Donna Store Long-term Care-Bay City, MI: Dean Store
Bayside Village-L’Anse: William Rantala
Northern Stars - Bruce Crossing: Shirley Lescelius
Canal View—Houghton County: Pauline Wesander, and Esther
Kieranen
Home Bound: Bertha Peterson and Max Gourneau
In the Service:
Jonathan Kangas, Brandon Store, Matt Strauch, Colton Allen, James
Negro, Nate Hardin, Troy Ceballos, Michael Beatty, Danielle LaBine,
Jeri Pihlaja, Eric Leib, Lacey Mannikko Pipolo, Stephanie Hirvela,
Garrett Hartzell, Stephanie Patterson, Anthony Miller, Lane Taylor,
Bradley Myhren, Neil Bradley and their families.
Overseas Missions & Outreach Ministries
The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania,
including St. Paul’s companion congregation, Kipawa Lutheran Church
St. Paul’s Community Meal
For our outreach and ministry to the area’s youth.
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A Word or Two About Stewardship
Steward your new community
Like a caterpillar emerging from a cocoon to new life as a butterfly, we
can steward our congregations and communities to awaken from
Covid-19 to a more excellent reality that brims with faith, hope and
love.

Covid-19’s hardship, deprivation and grief have inspired an outpouring
of kindness, generosity, selflessness, neighborliness and courageous
service. Suffering has given us a glimpse of what our communities can
and should be, following Christ’s two principal commands: love God
and love one another.
Our stewardship opportunity and challenge is clear: Can we cultivate
this renewed spirit of loving neighborliness as a “new normal”? As our
community’s central, defining ethos?
The last several months have taught us much:
Life is precious. Everyone counts. No exceptions.
We suffer together. Shared pain creates strong bonds.
Serving brings fulfillment. Many sacrifice joyfully.
We need each other. We can’t go it alone.
We miss each other. We require human interaction.
Personal contact is sublime. Nothing beats face-to-face.
We are grateful. Thank God for what we have.
We are wiser. We know what’s important.
Covid-19 is receding, though slowly. Much pain lies ahead. Before it’s
through, the virus will claim more of our friends and loved ones. Many
families will suffer economically.
But the virus is also teaching us anew how to be loving neighbors. As
Covid-19 abates, we can deepen these lessons and steward our
communities to live more closely aligned with God’s purposes, to
discover life abundant with joy, connection, fulfillment and generosity.
With God’s help, our congregations and communities can emerge
from our Covid-19 cocoon to a more excellent reality, centered in
faith, hope and love. --Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA.
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6
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

Monday

7
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

Tuesday

12
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr Jay Welshonse

First—12:30 PM
13
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

14
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

Bible Study
St. Paul’s CounSt. Paul’s—10:30 @ Siloa House 11 cil Meeting 7pm
AM
am

Siloa—9:00 AM

5
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr Jay Welshonse

Live Radio
Broadcast
From Siloa @
9am
On WUPY
101.FM
or via internet
at
WUPY101.com

Sunday

15
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

Quilting @ St..
Paul’s
10 am

8
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3

Quilting @ St..
Paul’s
10 am

16
17
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

9
10
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

2
3
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-Noon

1
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

Northern Lights Lutheran Parish - July 2020

18

11

4

Saturday

11

27
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

First—12:30 PM

Siloa—9:00 AM

Bible Study @
Siloa House 11
St. Paul’s—10:30 am
AM

26
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr Jay Welshonse

First—12:30 PM

Siloa—9:00 AM

Bible Study @
Siloa House 11
St. Paul’s—10:30 am
AM

20
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm

28
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9Noon
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s
10 am

29
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3

Quilting @ St..
Paul’s
10 am

22
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9-3

21
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9Noon

19
Worship & Holy
Communion with
Pr Jay Welshonse

Siloa—9:00 AM

Bible Study @
Siloa House 11
St. Paul’s—10:30 am
AM
Siloa Council
First—12:30 PM Meeting 4pm

Church Office
Church Office
Hours
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9St. Paul’s 9-3
Noon
Quilting @ St..
Paul’s
10 am

Worship & Holy
Church Office
Communion with Hours
Pr Jay Welshonse Siloa 10am-4pm

30
31
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9Noon

23
24
Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9Noon

Church Office
Hours
Siloa 10am-4pm
St. Paul’s 9Noon

Lutheran Parish
Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes
Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
Synod Web Address:
www.nglsynod.org
ELCA Website: www.elca.org

Northern Lights
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JULY

Birthdays &
Anniversaries*
3. Ray Saatio
Lynn Sorenson
4. Donna Anttila
7. Jamie Michie
9. Penny Maki
10. Dave & Colleen Saari*
11. Patti & Bill Witt *
12. Ed Kangas
13. Frank Gourneau
Tim Marczak Sr.
14. John Kin
Ken & Christine Raisanen *
Rick & Myrt Johnson *
15. David Corey
17. Jim G. Michie
24. Gary & Margy Byrnes *
25. Harvey & Bertha Peterson *
28. Mike Uotila Jr.
30. Don Mikkola

Have a wonderful day and a
blessed upcoming year!
We hate to overlook anyone. Please contact Mary
Ellen in St. Paul’s office to
add a birthday or anniversary
to the list.

Please Let Us Know…
if you or a loved one is
sick, in the hospital,
homebound, or in need of
pastoral care; do not
assume that someone
else has already told us.
Also alert us when
someone can be removed
from the list. Call the Siloa or St.
Paul church office (Leave a
message if there is no answer),
contact Pastor Jay, send an email,
or just leave a note in the offering
plate.
All Churches of
the Northern
Lights Lutheran
Parish Now Offer
Online Giving
In this time of Coronavirus
guidelines to avoid meeting in
worship, there is an excellent
mode of supporting our churches
with our offerings. We have
teamed up with tithe.ly to offer
online giving. You can set up a
one-time gift or set up automatic
giving for the amount and
frequency of your choice.
You can use a credit/debit card or
your checking account or even
choose to pay the
processing fee so the full amount
of your offering goes to the church.
Just go to the Northern Lights
Lutheran Parish homepage at
www.northernlights-up.org and
click on the appropriate button in
the sidebar (<Give to Siloa> ;
<Give to St. Paul’s> or <Give to
First> to get started.
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A View from the Pew:
A Bit of Siloa History
Submitted by Bruce Johanson

During the temporary suspension
of
public worship and other
activities at Siloa, a bit of facelifting has been taking place inside
the Church home. Along with this
came a general housecleaning and
relocation of old Church records
over to Siloa House.
The
historical records and other
information related to the growth
of the Siloa mission have been
kept. Siloa was organized and
affiliated in 1904 with the old
Augustana (Swedish) Lutheran
Synod.
Shortly
after
the
congregation was organized a
Church home was built at the
corner of Pennsylvania and 6th
Street. A picture of the Last
Supper hung over and behind the
alter, and above was an ornate
kerosene lamp fixture, the “Ljius
krona.”
In 1949, phase two of the
congregation’s growth was begun
with the laying of the cornerstone
of the present building at the
corner of East River and 4th Street.
Below, is an account of the
dedication of the present building
which took place on November
16th, 1952.
The narrative below was written
by Rev. Robert E. Byquist, a
former Pastor at Siloa who
attended the dedication of the new
Church home. Within the story
below there are a few editorial
comments, in parenthesis with
smaller type.

“Because the 64 members of Siloa
Church of Ontonagon in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan and their
pastor believe in using the talents
God gave them, they fond
themselves on the day that their
new $45,000 church was dedicated
with only a $3,000 debt.
In the summer of ’49 they all got
together and built the basement on
the lot which the Siloa Society (the
womens’ organization of the
congregation) of the church had
purchased. The walls and roof
were added the next year, and in
1952 the brik-crete (Brik-Crete
was a local product produced in
Ontonagon at the plant on the
Rockland Road) church, 32 by 60
feet, was finished. Though of
simple Gothic design, the church is
beautiful, bearing the dignity of
professional skill.
The congregation is proud of the
fact that everything from the first
basic drawing to the last detail,
from the stained glass windows in
the sanctuary to the cabinet hinges
in the kitchen were planned and

13

executed by the members and close
friends of the church. And they are
thankful to God that there is so
much talent in such a small group
and that everyone was willing to
use them for the church. The brick
and cement work, carpentry and
painting, installing the oil furnace,
cabinets, wiring,
sashes and
plumbing were all done by
volunteer labor making it possible
for less than $200 to be spent for
outside help. Materials cost
$10,000. Many gave memorial
gifts, as well as equipment and cash
donations. .
The cathedral glass windows are a
work of art. Shading from cream to
deep violet, they are paneled in the
shape of a cross, the top panel
opening for ventilation.
This
design is repeated in the pulpit,
altar, balcony railings, and on the
front doors. The pulpit is a
masterpiece of craftsmanship.
Sunday, November 16th, 1952 was a
memorable day for the Siloa
members when they saw their
handiwork dedicated to the glory of
God in impressive ceremonies. The
Rev. G. A. Herbert, President of
the Superior Conference, gave the
sermon
and
conducted
the
dedication rites assisted by two
former pastors, the Rev. John
Simonson of Dollar Bay (dates of
service unknown) and the Rev.
Robert E. Byquist of Hammond,
Indiana (who has served Siloa in
1938) and the pastor, the Rev. A.F.
Salmonson (who served Siloa 194252) who has just moved to Clay
Center, Kans.
Pastor Byqjuist spoke at the

fellowship service in the evening
when greetings were by Alfred
Kilmer, Chairman of the building
committee; Clayton Strolle, mayor
of
Ontonagon,
and
Pastor
Salmonson.
Siloa is not a new congregation.
Until last September it worshipped
in an old building, erected shortly
after
the
congregation’s
organzation in 1904.”
In 1977, the Siloa built an addition
to the church as an expression of
community outreach. A new rear
entrance was built to accommodate
the needs of a pre-school nursery
school which met in the church
parlors for a number of years.
In 1986, Phase three of the
Congregation’s development took
place. Yet another addition was
made to the church home when a
large handicap accessible entryway
was constructed. This project was
further enhanced by the installation
of a large tiffany-type stained glass
window which shows a scarletrobed Jesus standing on the shores
of Lake Superior, His arms raised
in blessing.
The Porcupine
Mountains can be plainly seen in
the background as a white tail fawn
rests under a white pine tree. The
story in the window is a testimony
that this congregation puts their
faith in a universal Lord who cares
about the people of His local
congregations as well as the world
at large.
(Next month: a pictorial walk
through the renewed Siloah Church
interior.)
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Fundraiser for Western Upper
Peninsula Food Pantries—
Matching Funds Provided
Dear Friends in Christ,
During the first seven weeks of the pandemic, March 16-May 3, no
less than 537,663 lbs. of food was distributed to the UP through
Feeding America-West Michigan’s food bank. This represents a
48.2% increase from the same time in 2019. Meanwhile, the food
bank’s resources are diminished as retailer donations plummet
due to high consumer demand at grocery stores.
We are truly in crisis mode here in the Upper Peninsula.
Thankfully, the Davenport Foundation, the Hoover Foundation/
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan, Reynolds
Foundation and Superior Health Foundations have
generously provided a $50,000 matching grant to help fund
food distribution in the Upper Peninsula. Our goal is to raise
$50,000 which then becomes $100,000 which will be used to
provide 25 mobile pantries delivered throughout the Upper
Peninsula. While I know our communities in Northern Wisconsin
are also being impacted, this grant is restricted to Upper Peninsula
distributions.
The Northern Great Lakes Synod joins our Episcopal, Methodist,
Roman Catholic, and Jewish friends, as well as the Unitarian
Universalists of Houghton, to support those who have fallen
through the cracks because of the COVID-19 crisis.
Your generous gift today will double the help given to the many
food insecure neighbors during this current crisis. Will you help
feed your neighbors?
You can send a check made payable to
"Feeding America West Michigan" with “U.P. Mobiles”
in the subject line.

Please mail checks to the
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan
131 East Ridge St.
Marquette, MI 49855
Thank you for your generosity as we all unite together in our
campaign feed the hungry.
Katherine Finegan
Bishop of the Northern Great Lakes Synod of the ELCA
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Editorial note: This message was
originally written a few months
ago, but is good to hear as we
continue to move forward.
Message for Holy Saturday 2020
from Bishop
Katherine
Finegan
Dear Friends
in Christ,
I thought
about offering
you an Easter
address, but then, as I considered
where the church is at now, I
decided to offer a Holy Saturday
message instead.
Because Saturday, the Saturday
before Easter Sunday, is the day of
the Easter Vigil and are we not, as
the church, as a community, as a
society, indeed, globally, are we
not collectively in a place of
waiting, of holding our breath, or
maybe just holding on? It seems
to me, at this time in history, we
are all of us, together, in this space
that stretches between Good Friday
and Easter, knowing that a new
day will dawn, knowing that this
time of waiting will end, but the
new is not here yet, and it may not
be here for some time. And so
together, on this Holy Saturday,
we wait for new life, we wait for
signs of hope, we wait for history
to turn and for the time to be right
for a day that dawns differently
than the day we are in.
Historically, the Easter Vigil
Service is one of the most ancient

liturgical traditions. It was
conceived as a time of
remembering the history of
salvation, and waiting and
watching for the dawn of the
Resurrection. First century
worshipers gathered in the dark
early hours of Easter morning and
celebrated the Service of Light,
then the Service of Readings that
recounts all that God has done and
then Holy Baptism for new
Christians, all before dawn. Then,
as the dark sky lightened to grey
and the first rays of morning broke
the horizon, worshipers greeted
Easter with Holy Communion and
gloried in the light of the risen
Christ.
While we don’t get up in the
middle of the night darkness for
the Easter Vigil anymore, I do
think we feel more than a little in
the dark these days. As if we were
up in the middle of the night, we
are groggy, not with lack of sleep,
but with uncertainty, and we feel
tired of so many things. We want
to gather, to have Easter the way it
has been, the way it should be, and
we grieve that at this time, this
Easter, things will be different,
especially worship.
So imagine then, if you will, on
this Holy Saturday, that like those
ancient believers, we too gather in
darkness. But we gather in spirit
only to remember, to watch, and to
wait. We remember how the
Israelites wandered through the
wilderness nights with only the
pillar of flame that God sent to
guide them. We remember God’s
16

creating word dispelling the
darkness with the command to “Let
there be light”. And we remember
how God speaks the word Christ
into our darkness to shine now,
today, giving us a light to follow, a
light to focus on, a light to guide us
through and carry us forward, and
the darkness does not overcome it.

But in this time of watching and
waiting, I imagine, we feel more
like the women who made their
way to the tomb, in the dark. They
travel in the night of early morning
to perform a final act of love and
anoint the dead body of Jesus for
burial. Their night was one of heart
-breaking grief and loss. As they
walked through the dark, they were
overwhelmed with despair and
heavy with sorrow. For those who
grieve the loss of loved ones, you
know how they felt. You know the
weight of it, the feeling of wonder
that the world can go on, when for
you, time has come to a screeching
halt. For so many of us, the
rhythms of life are now disrupted,
the pace of routine feels scattered,
and we fear that life will never be
the same again.
Whether you’ve lost a loved one to
this virus or not, or you’re afraid of
exposing someone who’s
vulnerable, or whether you’re
simply biding your time, hoping
things will get back to normal soon,
the difficult reality is, for all of us,
life will never be the same again.
And we don’t even know how yet.
But one thing we do know, yes,
there is at least one thing, as people
of faith, that we believe and trust

and proclaim, and that is, on Easter,
not only did daily life and rhythms
change, but the whole cosmos,
heaven and earth and under the
earth, above the stars, and every
created and uncreated dimension
shifted, the tomb was empty and the
very heart of God was cracked open
so that we could enter in, you and
me and us together along with the
world that God so loves. And not
only be welcomed into the heart of
God, but know it, trust it, and
believe that welcome to be true.
Up until that Easter moment, there
had been signs of the love of God,
yes. The prophets had proclaimed
it, the care of God was evident, but
in the open tomb, we get a
resounding and clear Yes from
God. An I Love You that lights up
the world and warms you with its
embrace. The open tomb is God’s
neon sign, God’s guidance in the
darkness, and God’s promise that
nothing will separate you from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Not even a virus. Not even a
pandemic. Not even death or fear
of an uncertain future. Yes, the
world has been turned upside down.
Yes, because of that Easter morning
the world will never be the same
again. Through the open tomb, we
see more clearly, more distinctly,
that God has been reaching for you,
is reaching for you, and finally has
grabbed hold of you through Christ
Jesus, who changes everything.
Hold onto the one who holds onto
you. It will be alright. God’s not
going to let you go because Christ
is risen! Christ is risen, indeed.
Alleluia!
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NORTHERN LIGHTS LUTHERAN PARISH NEWSLETTER
Communion Every Sunday
Siloa Lutheran Church-Ontonagon-Worship Sunday -9am
Live Radio Broadcast on 101.1 FM or WUPY101.org
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-Mass City–Worship Sunday -10:30am
First Lutheran Church - Winona-Worship Sunday - 12:30 p.m.
Members of the Congregations of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod - ELCA

Find us on Facebook under
“Northern Lights Lutheran Parish”
or on the web at:
northernlights-up.org

Pastor Jay Welshonse - Office: 906-883-3602 * Home: (906) 883-3450
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish Secretary: Mary Ellen Perkins
Northern Lights Lutheran Parish e-mail: nllp@jamadots.com
St. Paul’s Office Phone: (906) 883-3602 * Fax: (906) 883-3610
Siloa Lutheran Secretary: Karen Flink
Siloa Lutheran e-mail: siloa@jamadots.com
Siloa Office Phone: (906) 884-2655
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